Ladies and Gentlemen,

Thank you for the opportunity to share with you experience from enforcement of the sustainable development model in a country, which has started along the path of standard democracy only a quarter of the century ago. A country that has left behind a half-century of a totalitarian regime which gave damned to principles of long run and sustainable development. In contrast to many other countries which have got to the idea of sustainable development in the natural evolutionary way, after the Velvet Revolution the Czech Republic faced these global questions unprepared objectively, mentally, socially and economically. What other countries steered towards for tens of years, we had to manage in years. That is why we perceive some burning issues of the sustainable development much more acutely and strongly.

I am happy that I can share with you this experience also in view of the fact that during my own political practice I have had the opportunity to learn about real impacts of the sustainable development principles and the ways how to achieve these difficult objectives. Actually, I feel that it is highly important that I have had the opportunity to learn about the reality both at micro- and macro- level. As a mayor of a smaller city, a member of council of a bigger municipality and now in the position of the first vice-chairperson of the Czech Parliament lower chamber, which is the sixth highest constitutional post. My political development has been commenced in a right-wing party and at present I am the vice-chairperson of the presidium of a great political movement  ANO2011. Thus I have always had the opportunity to measure theoretical postulates of the sustainable development to their practical application and reflect in perception from the side of people and their willingness to adopt these principles.

I believe it is most important that people adopt the principles of sustainable development. This is in my view the basic principle of the policy which I love so much. After all, anything we are doing and inventing are we doing for others, not for ourselves. In doing this I also respect the principle that the same rules are the same for us, the politicians, and for our voters. Does this seem self-evident to you? Not everybody thinks so. For instance, a ban on drinking alcohol at work is in force in our country. When I have only recently succeeded in enforcing a ban on alcohol in the Chamber of Deputies, it has been accepted with huge disfavour from the side of many of my colleagues. As if other rules were to be binding for them and other ones for the rest of people on the planet.

I bring this funny story to show you how I perceive one of the main principles of long-term sustainable development. This means that principles and agreements must be binding for everyone. Otherwise they lose sense. And not only they lose sense, they even demoralize the great majority of those who would be willing to observe the principles of sustainable development. This relates to all areas – environment, social relations and economy.

Life on our planet will be never long-term sustainable, if some states vehemently protect each flower in a city park and others fell tropical forests like crazy. It is never possible to achieve our common objectives, if one part of the planet respects human rights, the right to life, women rights, rights to education and mutual respect of human beings, and another great part of the planet massively tramples on all these values. We cannot achieve common long-term sustainable development, if some countries are thriving and some are in principle living on credit. We must think how to achieve the rules to be binding for all countries.

We have been passing through massive changes both in nature and in society, which have not been experienced in history so far. We do not even a model from the past to follow in resolving negative consequences that result from this situation. In order to carry out the challenges of sustainable development it is necessary to engage all bright brains and try to precede not only natural but even social disasters. This requires not only a proper prognosis assessment of future development and a proposal for effective practical steps, but also a social consensus, that is to say a consensus to such approach of all of us living on this Earth and breathing its atmosphere.

I am feeling a large scope for politicians and their activity. Most of them have been elected by citizens and are thus responsible for their reasonable decisions. This means that such a politician should not only listen to his voters-citizens, but he should be above all active in the area of public awareness. He should explain to citizens various political decisions, talk to them and convince them about the need to achieve an agreement.  Any step taken without a broad consensus of citizens may be a counter-productive and may at least deteriorate the situation. Indeed, we know from our experience that such behaviour play into hands of extreme populists.

I.
If I should speak about my work in the Czech Chamber of Deputies, I must first of all mention that I see my political task primarily in the service to citizens. I find inadmissible that in their political work some deputies prefer their interests or interests of their „sponsors“ to citizens´ interests. If a sustainable consensus between politicians and voters, is to exist, people must be aware that the politicians defend the citizens´ interests, not their own interests.

To a social consensus – and thus to establishing fundamental conditions for application of  sustainable development principles – may substantially contribute the gender objective, that is the aim to get closer to a successive achievement of equality in representation of both genders.
As an Argentinean proverb says „If there are few women in politics, the politics change women. If there are many, women change politics“. Our country has a large experience in this regard. As one of the first women in the world a woman was elected to the Czech Land Parliament as early as in the year 1912. Our country belonged to the first ten countries in the world, where women were given full voting rights. Representation of women in politics is without question one of indicators of gender inequality in society.

I think that one of the reasons why women should be more represented in politics, even in high politics, is the fact that they may bring other opinions into legislative and decision-making process. This is not the question of a difference in opinion itself, but in the horizon, in which masculine and feminine decision-making proceeds. A horizon for masculine decision-making is usually limited by the period of electoral cycle, in our case four years, while the horizon of feminine decision-making corresponds to the period of bringing children to adulthood or even longer. Women have for many phylogenetic and ontogenetic reasons much closer to thinking within permanent and sustainable development.

There is also a wide range of other differences between thinking of women and men supporting the idea to bring women into the decision-making process as much as possible. Thus I do not intend to argue that opinions of women are always better than that of men. I only want to draw attention to the fact that in most countries of the world men decide about women without proper awareness of their opinions or needs. Thus this is not a question of women domination over men, but of a fair balance of both genders positions especially in politics.  
II.
One of the issues on which I focus is gender policy. This supports my effort to equal status of women and men not only in politics but above all in politics, as I take politics for determining both in social and economic life and also in care of the environment. 
One of my election programme objectives is an effort to equal representation of women and men primarily in representative, legislative and also executive institutions. I am a member of Women´s Forum, a non-profit non-government organization, which has prepared a project “Be elected or be neglected”, providing a detailed analysis of the reasons for current insufficient number of women in top political positions. 

If I should mention them, beside persistent stereotype on men´s „dominance“ the reasons lie right on the side of women. Among the reasons are for instance a low self-esteem of women, their doubts that they have the same qualifications for execution of the post in top politics like men, and in particular lack of solidarity with other women. As a result, women usually spontaneously prefer men to women during elections, due to – according to sociologists – encrypted mistrust of other women. In case this objective phenomenon is explained to them, they often change their behaviour and vote or prefer women candidates.

This fact has led me to a decision to prepare my own project called „Women, please elect women“, in which I am trying to explain the reasons for insufficient number of women in politics and contribute to improvement.

One of important measures to achieve this is my intention to establish a gender university in the Czech Republic, according to the model of American gender universities of this type, such as Simmons College of Management in Boston. The university would educate not only potential women politicians in the Czech Republic, but would also help to educate women politicians from other countries of the Eastern Europe or in other countries of the world.

I am aware that this is the way in the right direction, as some years ago I have established in the Czech Republic within the framework of my position in the political movement ANO 2011 Academy of Women with similar objective. The Academy has proved to be very useful in the efforts for gender equality in politics. My aim is to bring women to the same scratch with men during elections.

In this connection I would emphasise that I am not an upholder of an „imposed quotas system“ for election and filling high posts in politics or economy. I think that current development proves a sufficient will of women to take their part in political power. Czech Republic has good pre-requisites in higher average education of women in younger generation than that of men. They have also a substantially harder „managerial“ practice due to the so-called „double shift“ the Czech women had to go through under the communist regime considering hundred percent working duty and simultaneous care for family and children, namely in three generations. This proves validity of an old Czech proverb that „anything bad is good for something“ (every cloud has a silver lining).

Even this issue is closely connected to principles of long-term sustainable development. Indeed, it is very difficult to imagine long-term sustainable social processes without natural proportionality provided by the essential nature of humanity.
III.
In my position within the Chamber of Deputies I consider it for particularly important to monitor all developments abroad. In this regard, a good model for me was to establish a team that I provisionally call “Team A”. The team has been randomly composed of about ten ambassadors of various countries of the world accredited in the Czech Republic who I meet occasionally. During such meetings we discuss various topical issues. Sometimes I accompany them to Czech regions where they are given the opportunity to establish direct economic, cultural, sporting and other relations with local enterprises and institutions.
“Team A” has proved to be useful. I get important opinions on a wide range of issues from this team, so to say, „from the other side“. The members of “Team A” themselves appreciate meetings of such an informal group and find them helpful for all its members.

In the framework of these meetings we discussed dreadful and incomprehensible actions, following from conflicts of armed groups especially in the Arabian world, where hundreds and even thousands innocent children are dying. Therefore I have decided, as a politician and above all as a mother, to oppose this evil. I have launched an appeal  addressed to other mothers in the world to join in order to call on the global public and competent bodies to bring initiators of innocent children murders to justice.

My appeal „Stop killing our children“ is aimed at mothers from all countries in the world. A mother would never fire off a bullet or missile to places full of children. I am persuaded that if one half of world governments were composed of women, war conflicts would be a history.

I am happy that my appeal has excited great interest in particular of prominent women in the whole world. I appreciate the opportunity to speak about it right in the United Nations who should be primarily informed of such initiative.

I find it extraordinary important to bring this message of women-mothers of the world to be heard right at the United Nations and right in the framework of discussions on long-term sustainable life on this planet. I am persuaded that speaking about long-term sustainable development is not possible in a situation when one part of children in the world is living in love and education and in other part of the world a children life has no value. Such situation cannot last for a long time and is definitely unsustainable. If the world community fails to solve these fundamental matters, the discussion on long-term and permanent development is merely a hypocrisy and avoidance of problems of his planet. 
Conclusion:
I often deal the issue of sustainable development in my work. Though I am not an expert in this area, I am aware of the importance of discussing this issue on all sorts of levels. In its wide awareness I find one of the fundamental prerequisites for gaining the necessary worldwide social consensus.

I believe that in my speech I have made clear my intention to contribute to factuality of the discussion in this forum primarily with my concrete knowledge and experience from my long-time practice in local and parliamentary policy, from everyday contact with citizens, their problems and in particular their opinions on all sorts of political issues. I am grateful if I have succeeded at least to some extent and thank you all for your attention.
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