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Statement by the Czech Republic

Madam President,
The Czech Republic fully aligns itself with the EU statement, I would like to make a few additional remarks in our national capacity.
We have supported the request for today's Special Session. This Council must act to prevent further atrocities and, as the UN High Commissioner said, to ensure that civilians in Afghanistan do not have to bear the brunt of the conflict. 
We are concerned about the situation of Afghan women and girls. They have made crucial gains over the past two decades and those must be safeguarded. Women's and girl's rights, including access to education, health and work, must be guaranteed. The only way to achieve sustainable peace is through an inclusive political process in which women are able to participate fully. 
We will closely follow whether fundamental rights and freedoms of all Afghans, including women, youth and minorities, are fully ensured by any future government. 

Thank you
