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Human Rights Council – 33rd session

Item 4 – General Debate
Statement of the Czech Republic
Thank you, Mr. President.

The Czech Republic aligns itself with the EU statement.

Every day, we witness serious human rights violations and abuses. In many parts of the world, the Czech Republic continues to note with grave concern the clampdown on peaceful activities of civil society organizations and individual human rights defenders. In China, we are worried about the recent sentencing of lawyers - such as Zhou Shifeng and others - defending in courts the exercise of human rights; we are also worried about the harassment of their spouses and close relatives. 

We are concerned about the adoption of the anti-terrorism legislation in Russia, the so-called Yarovaya Law, which threatens to encroach on the freedom of religion or belief, freedom of expression and other human rights. The Czech Republic also reiterates its call on Russia to immediately release Oleh Sentsov, Stanislav Klykh, Alexander Kostenko and other prisoners of conscience detained and sentenced in the aftermath of the illegal annexation of Crimea.

We regret that the Bahraini authorities deprive individuals of their nationality and continue the systematic harassment of the prominent human rights defenders such as Sheik Maytham Al-Salman or religious leader and politician Ayatollah Sheikh Isa Quassim. 

We are worried about the political stalemate in Venezuela deteriorating into a humanitarian crisis – we urge the government to act now and find a lasting solution respecting the free will of the people.  

We are extremely concerned about the deterioration of the security and human rights situation in South Sudan.  Finally, the UN must make greater efforts to stop systematic human rights violations in the DPRK, including through the Security Council.

Thank you.

