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Mister President,
Madam High Commissioner,

Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a great honour to address the Human Rights Council for me for the first time. Priorities of the new Czech Government indisputably lie on the side of the protection and promotion of human rights - both at home and worldwide. 

I would like to express special thanks for the work carried out by High Commissioner Michelle Bachelet and her Office. The Czech Republic has and will always support her independence and the comprehensive human rights mandate.  I wish to reaffirm that the Czech Republic will continue to provide voluntary financial contributions to the High Commissioner’s Office and I hope that others will follow suit. 

Mister President, we attach great importance to supporting adequate and timely responses to human rights violations and abuses wherever they occur. We believe that it is the core business of the Council. All country situations should be treated on equal footing, without discrimination.

Given the extraordinary circumstances, allow me to address the human rights situation of our utmost concern in Ukraine. 

 “Sláva Ukrajini”, Glory to Ukraine!” can be heard these days all over the civilized world that is witnessing an unprovoked and unprecedented military aggression of Russia against Ukraine, a flagrant violation of international law and the core principles of the international rules-based global security framework. We all admire the impressive bravery of the Ukrainian people fighting back against Putin’s Russia. Ukrainians are not and should not be alone. The Czech Republic and other countries are stepping up their support to Ukraine. Drastic times call for drastic measures and concrete deeds and actions, political statements are no longer enough.
Russia and Belarus have been systematically fighting all people who made a choice of liberty, dignity and democracy. That is true for inside their own countries as well as for the so called “close neighbourhood”. The Czech Republic has always advocated for democracy and expressed support and solidarity with people fighting for it. 
Now more than ever before, we won’t stop repeating that we are standing firmly by the Ukrainian people, we deplore loss of all human lives and we are denouncing all human rights violations on the Ukrainian territory by the Russian military.
According to the latest figures from Ukraine’s Ministry of Health, Russian occupation forces killed 352 civilians, including 14 children. Conducting an offensive operation in Ukraine, the Russian occupiers use methods of combat prohibited by international humanitarian law such as wearing uniforms of the Ukrainian military or police, stealing ambulances and police cars or using children and women as human shields. In many cities and towns, apartment buildings and infrastructure facilities have been massively damaged by the occupiers’ shelling.  In places like Kyiv, Kharkiv and elsewhere in Ukraine, every night people sleep in shelters, women give birth in metro stations, while trying to stay safe from Russian bombs and rockets. 

Leaders, their associates and military commanders of Russia and its closest ally and collaborator, Belarus, must be held accountable.
Vladimir Putin and Aleksandr Lukashenko will lose this war. We hope that the Russian and Belarusian governments will then once again be led by people who believe in democracy and human rights.

Mister President, the Czech Republic is grateful to you and the whole bureau for steering the Council towards a prompt and rightful reaction to that full-scale horrifying assault of Russia on Ukraine. We call on Russia to end the unjustified attack, end the violence, withdraw its forces from Ukraine and start respecting international law and the human rights law. 

With that in mind the Czech Republic has supported the Ukrainian initiative to call an urgent debate on Russia’s attack on Ukraine and establish an independent international commission of inquiry to investigate all alleged violations and abuses of human rights.

While we are mostly preoccupied with the situation in Ukraine, we must also not forget other human rights situations of concern around the world. 

In China, fundamental freedoms such as freedom of expression and freedom of religion or belief are being severely restricted. We are seriously concerned about the human rights violations against minorities, especially in Xinjiang, Tibet and Inner Mongolia. We urge the Chinese authorities to close down the political re-education camps and we call for an immediate release of all human rights defenders, journalists and lawyers who have been detained for exercising their basic rights. 

In Cuba, hundreds of people are being detained simply for expressing themselves freely. Many of them have already been harshly sentenced. Such actions by the Cuban government to repress, punish and intimidate all forms of dissent and public criticism are unacceptable. 

We are also seriously concerned about the situation in Venezuela, Myanmar and Afghanistan. The Human Rights Council must continue addressing these situations.

Ladies and gentlemen, let us never forget why we are here. Not for procedures, not for speeches. We are here to try our best and help people in this world who were not fortunate enough. Whose human rights are violated. Whose human rights we have to fight for. 

Thank you, Mister President.
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