Frequently Asked Questions II
· How important is it to include a Czech partner within our proposed project? We see that it is not necessary but maybe you could give some recommendation about this?
We recommended to prepare the project in cooperation with a Czech (or international) partner; however, this is not a mandatory requirement of the Call. The recommendation is based on the steps that follow in the next parts of the identification phase (for more information, see the Clarification to the Call for Initial Proposals for Development Cooperation Projects with Ukraine for the Years 2026 to 2028).
If grant mechanisms are used to select implementation partners, the relevant grant calls will be open to Czech entities only. Therefore, identifying a potential Czech partner at this stage helps demonstrate the feasibility of having a Czech implementer.
Please also note that initial project proposals should clearly identify the added value brought by the Czech Republic to targeted development problem. This added value is expected to be delivered by the Czech entities during the implementation phase.
· What exactly is meant by the required physical presence of Czech experts:
 – Should their participation already be foreseen and confirmed at the time of submitting the initial proposal, and is it our responsibility to identify and secure relevant experts/partners in advance?
 – Or does this refer to the involvement of Czech-side representatives after project approval — and in such a case, will the Czech Development Agency facilitate this presence, or is it still the responsibility of the applicant to engage them?
The involvement of Czech experts should ideally be considered already during the preparation of the initial project proposal. While it is not your responsibility to identify specific experts or partners in advance, any potential Czech partner should be aware that its experts may need to travel to Ukraine to carry out the project. This naturally depends on the security situation and other relevant conditions, which will be considered during the implementation phase.
· We are currently preparing a project concept in partnership with xxx (anonymised) and would appreciate clarification on whether the following proposed activities fall within the priority areas of the call:
xxx (anonymised) as part of the Education sector; 
xxx (anonymised) under the Healthcare sector with xxx (anonymised) as a cross-cutting theme.
The choice of topics within the predefined sectors is entirely up to the entities submitting the initial project proposals. During the evaluation sub-phase of the identification phase, the evaluation committee will decide which topics will be selected for further support.
Please, consider that the purpose of the submitted initial project proposals is to draw attention to the development need, not to define a specific development project. For more details, please refer to the Clarification to the Call for Initial Proposals for Development Cooperation Projects with Ukraine for the Years 2026 to 2028.

· If the project is to be financed through a grant awarded to Czech applicants, how should the participation of Ukrainian partners be budgeted? Specifically, will the work of Ukrainian participants be financed through the inclusion of their activities in the project budget as co-executors, or will they only be able to participate as beneficiaries of the project?

The distribution of roles and financial resources is entirely up to the agreement between the Czech entity and the local partner(s) during the preparation of the grant proposal. Ukrainian partners may be included in the project as subcontractors. Please note that during the selection process (a sub-phase of the identification phase), the Czech Development Agency may request clarifications, which could lead to changes in the proposal.

For more details, please refer to the Clarification to the Call for Initial Proposals for Development Cooperation Projects with Ukraine for the Years 2026 to 2028.

· Are there any preferences when selecting participants from the Ukrainian side — such as scientific organizations, universities, or non-governmental organizations?

There are no preferences regarding the proposal of participants/local partners in the frame of initial project proposal; it depends solely on the nature of the planned intervention. Ukrainian partners are typically engaged during the formulation sub-phase to further explore the development issue and define their role and responsibilities.

For more details, please refer to the Clarification to the Call for Initial Proposals for Development Cooperation Projects with Ukraine for the Years 2026 to 2028.

· The instructions state that “Projects must ensure the physical presence at the implementation site, depending on the nature of the intervention and prevailing security conditions.” In this context, could an employee of a Czech institution (Project partner), who is a Ukrainian citizen residing in the Czech Republic under temporary protection status be considered eligible as Czech expert or personnel?

Yes, such a person can be considered Czech expert/personnel. Ideally, Czech experts should already be considered during the preparation of the initial proposal. While you are not expected to identify specific individuals in advance, Czech partners should be aware that their experts may need to travel to Ukraine for implementation. This will, of course, depend on the security situation and other relevant conditions.

· If the project idea involves developing a compliance support system through the creation of geoportals and the implementation of digital compliance support tools, is online cooperation (without physical presence) between Czech and Ukrainian partners acceptable?
A combination of online and in-person implementation tools is fully acceptable and again depends on the nature of the intervention.
· The Call for Proposal states that: “Projects must ensure the physical presence of Czech experts or personnel at the implementation site, depending on the nature of the intervention and prevailing security conditions.”
Our Ukrainian partner interprets this to mean that online collaboration between the Czech and Ukrainian entities may be sufficient, and that physical presence of Czech experts in Ukraine is not strictly required.
Could you kindly clarify whether the physical presence of Czech experts in Ukraine is mandatory under this call, or whether remote cooperation would be acceptable?
The involvement of Czech experts should ideally be considered already during the preparation of the initial project proposal. While it is not your responsibility to identify specific experts or partners in advance, any potential Czech partner should be aware that its experts may need to travel to Ukraine to carry out the project. This naturally depends on the security situation and other relevant conditions, which will be considered during the implementation phase. Combination of online and offline tools is acceptable of course and fully up to the nature of the intervention, planned based on approved initial project proposals.
· I would like to confirm whether the grant falls under the de minimis aid regime and whether co-financing is mandatory.
No, grants do not fall under the de minimis. Co-financing is not mandatory, anyhow is highly recommended to consider it (financial, as well as in-kind contribution, which is maybe even more important for the consideration). Both types of co-financing can demonstrate stronger stakeholder commitment and increase the project’s credibility and sustainability.
· We would like to present a project focused on security-related issues, based on recommendations from the oblast administration. Through this question, we would like to confirm whether such an initial project proposal aligns with the priorities outlined in the Call for Initial Proposals for Development Cooperation Projects in Ukraine (2026–2028).
Note: the specific intervention proposal has been anonymized.
 The sectors covered by the Call are clearly defined and include recommended thematic priorities. Although security issues are not explicitly listed under the focus area of sector "Supporting civil society and good governance" (but also other Sectors), initial project proposals addressing such challenges may still be submitted.
Please keep in mind that all proposals should clearly demonstrate the added value brought by the Czech Republic to the targeted development issue. This contribution is expected to be delivered by Czech entities during the implementation phase.
