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The Emperor of Atlantis is at once a 

bitter satire on militarism and a 

disquieting meditation on what life 

might be like if mankind were 

unable to die. When Emperor 

Uberall orders total war, Death, 

appaled, goes on strike but is 

persuaded to return when humanity 

finds the prospect of endless life 

unendurable. The opera, which was 

written in 1942, was intended to be 

performed in the Terezin 

Concentration Camp but the Nazi 

authorities interpreted the work's 

depiction of the character of the 

Kaiser as a satire of Adolf Hitler 

and did not allow it to be performed. 

Both the composer and the librettist 

died in Auschwitz.  
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