Bassam Lahoud:

“Czech Republic - 25 years later….”
An exhibition of photographs catching the impressions of the Lebanese artist from his visits to Prague and other Czech cities between 1989 and 2014
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Professor Bassam Lahoud:  
Born in 1951 in Beirut.
Architect – restorer & urban designer. Photographer – reporter.
Professor at the Lebanese American University – Byblos & Beirut.
Chairman of  “ESCWA Arts Council” at the United Nations.
Founder & President of the Lebanese House of Photography.
Founder member of  Prestige Magazine.
Member of the International Jury of the World Press Photography, Lebanon Contest 1996
Member of the Franco – Lebanese Jury of the “Mois de la photo”,  Lebanon Contest 1998

Member of the International Jury of “Les Jeux de la francophonie”, Photography Section, Ottawa – Hull, Canada, 2001
Member of the International Jury of Architecture at the International Seminar of Architecture of Camerino, Italy 2004.
His pictures are frequently published in the international and Lebanese medias. 
Exibitions:
40 exhibitions in Lebanon, Tunisia (Tunis), USA (Houston & New York),  France (Paris & Lille), Czech Republic (Prague),  Syria (Damascus),  Jordan (Amman), Germany (Frankfurt & Berlin & Erfurt), Italy (Camerino), Bulgaria (Sofia, Kustendyl, Plovdiv), Macedonia (Skopje), Qatar (Doha), UAE (Dubai).
Publications:
The Maronite Patriarcat – History and Mission 1996
The Greeks and the Phoenicians in Antiquity 2004
Introduction:

I discovered the Czech Republic in 1974, (when it was still Czechoslovakia and it was under the communist regime), through a Czech student taking language & history courses in Italy. He spoke about his country with a lot of admiration of its culture and especially about the city of Prague with its Art Deco style buildings. Since I was planning a trip to Austria, and reaching the border with the Czech Republic, my heart couldn’t stop me in deciding to discover this country and my first stop was Brno.

When I reached the station in Brno, people were so friendly giving me indications where to go and what to see. After a quick visit to the city, I left to Prague and was fascinated by its rich architecture and urban planning. At that time, I was preparing a thesis in urban architecture and restoration in Italy and for me it was like finding a treasure. 

The city scape of Prague stayed in my mind and after many years, in 1997, the Czech ambassador organized a Lebanese week in Prague and I was invited to exhibit my art work (Our Sea) in the Mannes gallery on the Vltava river together with the artist and architect Nadim Karam who planted his sculptures on the Mannes bridge facing the historical Karl bridge.

It was in May during the famous spring festival. I had 10 beautiful sunny days and a temperature of 25 degrees that helped me in taking many pictures of this romantic city. In one of my articles, I called it the city of love. 

Through my encounters with many people visiting my exhibition, they told me I should come back in winter to live the romantic fog of the country. The opportunity came when I was invited to cover an orthopedic seminar in Prague in 2001.To tell you the truth, it was icy and foggy, but still romantic. A visit to Karlovy Vary was so relaxing in this cold weather, where I had the chance to stay in the hot springs. Oh my god, I almost forgot the transparency and the music provoked by the “Crystal of Bohemia”, another must of this town. I bought a bell of crystal as to remind me of the sound of the crystal. 

The sound is still in my mind, I hope you feel it in my pictures.
                                                                                                             BASSAM LAHOUD  

                                                                                                             Lebanese American University
