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Speech on the occasion of the Czech National Day 2016*)
Jiří Brodský
Excellencies, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen,

My wife Hana and I are pleased to welcome you to this beautiful house on the occasion of the Czech National Day. We appreciate you have accepted our invitation. It is great to see so many friends.

Ninety eight years ago, our state sovereignty was restored and the Czech kingdom, which formed a part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, was replaced by a new independent, democratic, republican state. Those of you who visited Prague know that there are many sights which point towards times far more distant than the year 1918. At that moment, the Czech statehood had already had almost a thousand years long history. 

The Czech lands represented two thirds of the industrial base of the Austro-Hungarian Empire and this tradition, the engineering skills and technical education are strongly present in the country to this day. One testimony to that is the brand new Škoda Superb displayed in front of the residence tonight and I wish to thank the CEO of Skoda Auto in Denmark, Mr Henrik Blom, for Škoda’s sponsorship of this reception, for his being with us today and for the excellent job Škoda is doing in Denmark.
Czech companies are also strong in innovations, nano-technologies, infrastructure development and I am pleased we see them compete in relevant tenders in Denmark, the Faroe Islands and soon in Greenland. When I look at the past year, I am most happy that the Czech Republic opened its Honorary Consulate in Greenland and the Czech flag flies in Nuuk today too. 
The Czech foreign policy has its clear constants: the best possible relations with our neighbours, cooperation between the Visegrad countries, close relations with the EU Member States, emphasis on the transatlantic cooperation and free trade, as well as on contributing to security even far beyond our borders. What matters for the Czech foreign policy today is that we keep the EU-27 together, we redouble our efforts to cooperate with like-minded partners like Denmark and expand trade relations with countries in Asia, Africa, and America.
Today’s reception is taking place slightly ahead of the actual date of our national day and this is because we can be joined by two Czech personalities: the Professor of classical guitar at the Prague Academy of Performing Arts, Mr. Štěpán Rak, and the chef from Grand Hotel Pupp in Carlsbad, Mr Radek Příhonský, whose delicacies were tasted also by Mads Mikkelsen during the shooting of Casino Royale. Many thanks to both of them, as well as all my colleagues at the Embassy who made this reception possible. I hope you will agree with me, after Professor Rak’s performance, that the protocol can be forgiving for not hearing two national anthems this time, because Professor Rak is about to perform his “Song for the Queen”.
Let me welcome Professor Rak and propose a toast to good relations between our countries, to the good health of Her Majesty and the Royal family and to the prosperity of Denmark.

*) Czech Ambassador’s residence, Copenhagen, 20 October 2016





