2019 Global Platform for DDR, Geneva
Statement on behalf of the Czech Republic

Mr Chairman,

Excellencies, 

Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

//The Czech Republic aligns itself with the EU statement.//

We are pleased to participate in the 2019 Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction and we are grateful to the UNDRR and the Government of Switzerland for organizing and hosting this important event. 
The Czech Republic appreciates the efforts made so far by the UN, many governments and numerous non-governmental actors in putting in operation the Sendai Framework, agreed in 2015. We pay great attention to this long-term process which requires domestic, regional and international cooperation. 

Our country – luckily - does not belong among those most affected by natural disasters. However, in the context of climate change, the Czech Republic has been recently exposed to multiple hazards, in particular droughts and floods including the flash floods, which are often accompanied by other factors such as meteorological extremes like wind storms or heat waves. Sendai Framework strengthens our ability to tackle these problems. Key targets of Sendai Framework were incorporated in our main strategic documents such as the Strategy of Environmental Safety and Strategy on Adaptation to Climate Change in the Czech Republic. Following the latest development, we are planning to update and amend both documents with relevant new information and experience. 

The Czech Republic also seeks to enhance its capacity in disaster prevention, and invests in early warning system, including free SMS warnings tailored for specific geographical areas threatened by an emergency, which plays a key role in protecting the population and the environment from the effects of natural or man – made disasters. 

Another specific area is cultural heritage protection. The Czech cultural heritage is artistically and historically rich, but also increasingly exposed to natural disasters.  Therefore we are focussing on the resilience and protection of our monuments, the destruction of which could never be fully repaired. 
Mr. Chairman,

turning now to international cooperation, the Czech Republic, has been actively involved in the EU Civil Protection Mechanism, which helps Europe to improve preparation, preparedness and response to disasters exceeding capabilities of a single country, and stimulates cooperation among participating states in the field of civil protection.
At global level, the Czech Republic has addressed the DRR and resilience needs of our partner countries in the framework of bilateral development cooperation programmes. DRR and resilience builds an essential priority in our Development Cooperation Strategy 2018 - 2030. We participate actively in the implementation of the humanitarian-development nexus of the EU as well, again with DRR and resilience as our core priority. We have also worked on shaping the DRR and resilience policy in UNICEF during our membership in its Executive Board 2017 – 2019.  

In synergy with this strategic framework, we introduced a new granting line for DRR and resilience in our humanitarian assistance last year. With a financial donation to UNISDR in 2018, we supported the implementation of Sendai Framework in developing countries. Moreover, our DRR experts have been involved into relevant bilateral, EU, UNDP and UNECE programmes in various countries with DRR and resilience related needs, contributing to Sendai Framework targets by assistance of capacity building. 
In concluding, Mr. Chairman, let me assure you that the Czech Republic remains committed to the common goal of reducing disaster risk and is convinced that by working together we will be able to accelerate the implementation of the Sendai Framework. 
Thank you.
