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CONSULS
AND CAROL.S
—Global

Preface

Being a diplomat requires
you to be proficient at
wining and dining guests

- and at no time will you
be more inundated than
the Christmas period.

We visit three festive
residences - that of the
Czech ambassador to the
UK, the Danish ambassador
to the US and the Italian
ambassador to Japan - to
discover the importance of
time-old traditions and a
talented and patriotic chef.

01 Festive lunch menu

02 Ambassador Libor
Secka raises a glass
to toast the season

03 Christmas decorations

04 Chef Radek Kludka

e

Nation: Czech Republic

Food and drink: They fast on
Christmas Eve. Once the first star
comes out, they eat carp

Typical present: Poinsettias

Decorations: Gold, silver and white;
lots of glass and crystal

Libor Secka

Czech ambassador Lo the UK

For Libor Secka, the Czech Republic’s
ambassador to the UK, the Christmas
season offers a unique opportunity
to promote his nation. “Crystal, glass
and music are Czechs’ big soft-power
strengths,” he says in the smoking room
of Villa Magnolia, his London residence

REPORT
Diplomats and
Christmas parties

on the edge of Hampstead Heath. Secka
gestures to the crystal chandelier and
a nearby Bechstein piano as if to make
his point. “These also feature in our
Christmas celebrations.”

Carols, glass ornaments by Liberec-
based firm Glassor and Moravian
rulandske bile (pinot blanc) served in
crystal glasses: the embassy’s events over
the holiday season will be subtly infused
with soft power. The holiday allows for a
festive backdrop to the more nitty-gritty
work of diplomacy surrounding trade
and the European country’s relationship
with the UK post-Brexit.

This Christmas will mark Secka’s
first as ambassador to the UK, a post he
took up in January 2016 after six years
representing his country in Beijing.
“Christmas events were different in
China as we promoted more intercul-
tural dialogue,” he says. Now back on
European soil — Secka has also served as
ambassador to Italy and the EU - he and
his wife Sabrina Seckova are revelling
in their nation’s holiday rituals, many of
which are still charmingly traditional.

The Czech Republic has resisted the
infiltration of what Seckova calls “more
American” holiday traditions such as
Santa Claus. Instead focus is very much
on religious customs: children are told it is
baby Jesus who brings gifts on Christmas
Eve. “I’'m very surprised we haven’t lost
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