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Statement of the Czech Republic

Mr. President, the Czech Republic aligns itself with the EU statement. 

Mr. High Commissioner,

I would like to thank you for your update reminding the Council about the serious challenges to the realization of human rights. We appreciate your efforts to make human rights protected and respected everywhere and we reiterate our support for your independence and the independence of your office. We encourage you to continue speaking up openly against grave human rights violations and abuses wherever they occur.

Mr. High Commissioner,

As you illustrated in your speech yesterday, a number of states refuse, on a systematic basis, cooperation with international human rights mechanisms. It is deeply worrying, in particular in countries where persistent human rights violations and abuses are coupled with insufficient domestic investigation and remedy instruments. Involvement of the international community in country-specific challenges and crises is not meant to stigmatize any government or hurt a country's sovereignty - it is to help to address and prevent pressing human rights problems. The Czech Republic can only echo your call on all states to cooperate fully with the OHCHR and the international community for the benefit of people on the ground.       

At the same time, we are aware that the OHCHR regional and country presence network has its limitations. Too often, these limitations stem from the lack of political will and non-cooperation by states which would otherwise benefit the most from the expertise of your office. And here I would like to ask you, Mr. High Commissioner, if you see any “smart” alternatives to OHCHR field offices, for example through strengthened partnerships. How would you improve your presence in countries facing serious human rights problems which are outside your network of field offices? 
I thank you.
