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Madam Chair, Mr. High Commissioner, 
The Czech Republic aligns itself with the statement of the European Union.

Let me start by thanking the High Commissioner and his staff for all the outstanding and restless work in dealing with complex humanitarian challenges around the World, while often facing grave risks and - most regrettably – even losses of lives. 
We welcome the complementary work of the international community, led by UNHCR and IOM, on the two Global Compacts - on Refugees and Migrants. And we hope that the Global Compact on Refugees will become an adequate and efficient response to the above mentioned challenges; the existing international legal frameworks and the Comprehensive Refugee Response Framework are solid foundation for this – combined with strengthened partnership of different UN agencies and programmes and deepened cooperation with affected states and populations, as well as with non-state actors and the private sector.

The Czech Republic is willing to contribute, including in seeking innovative ways of addressing the refugee problem, reducing aid-dependency and fostering self-reliance and resilience of displaced people and their hosting communities. In our bilateral, as well as in multilateral activities, we are increasingly guided by the humanitarian-development-security nexus, with a view to stabilizing refugees and host communities through better access to education and employment, as well as to public services. This was the case of our assistance to conflict- and displacement-affected countries such as Syria, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Turkey or Ukraine. 
A sign of our engagement, the volume of cooperation of the Czech Republic and UNHCR over last two or three years has grown dramatically – from ¼ millon USD in 2014 to almost 4 million USD in 2016. This included contributions to the Syrian Regional Aid Plan, infrastructure building in the Kawergosk camp in Iraq, the Azraq camp in Jordan and the Iraqi internment camp in Ashti. We have continued our cooperation with UNHCR in relation to protracted displacement of Afghan refugees in Iran and Pakistan, and we have supported our bilateral development priority partners – Afghanistan, Ethiopia, and Cambodia, in resolving their problems related to displacement, refugees, IDPs and returnees. Few more projects – aiming also at Africa – are now in pipeline.
In the recently adopted Development Cooperation Strategy 2018 – 2030, the Czech Republic highlights the link between the Agenda 2030, the Agenda for Humanity and the Disaster Risk Reduction and Resilience agenda, in order to stabilize fragile states and regions, and prevent large-scale and protracted forced displacement.

Madam Chair, 

In the past few years we have witnessed mobilization of international community, including my own country, to reverse negative trends of growing numbers of refugees, displaced persons and humanitarian crises. We have now guidance in the World Humanitarian Summit and the Grand Bargain commitments, as well as in the Agenda for Humanity; we undertake the overall UN Development System reform in the context of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and soon we will have Global compacts. Let me conclude by expressing hope that through our joint efforts we will be able to make the World a better place also for refugees and displaced persons.

Thank you, Madam Chair
