51st session of the Human Rights Council
Interactive Dialogue on the oral update of the High Commissioner on the situation of human rights in Belarus

23 September 2022

Statement of the Czech Republic
Mr. President,

I wish to thank the Acting High Commissioner for her update.

We remain deeply concerned about intensifying widespread and systematic violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms, continuing massive repressions against civil society, journalists, independent media and all active citizens in Belarus. Detainees face torture and ill-treatment; courts continue to pronounce harsh purely politically motivated sentences. We support an independent international investigation of all atrocities by appropriate mechanisms.

We call on the Belarusian authorities to release immediately and unconditionally all citizens detained or sentenced for exercising their legitimate human rights and to ensure their full rehabilitation. The first step would be an immediate release of the most vulnerable prisoners and detainees such as women, children, ill and elderly people. We repeatedly call for the release of Viasna leaders Ales Beliacki, Valiantsin Stefanovich a Uladzimir Labkovich. 
We strongly condemn further restrictive measures of Belarusian authorities against freedom of expression and independent media both online and offline and continue to call for an immediate release of unlawfully imprisoned blogger Ihar Losik as well as other independent journalists and media workers.
Furthermore, we urge Belarus to refrain from any further engagement in the Russian unlawful military aggression against Ukraine and to fully adhere to its international obligations. 

Madam Acting High Commissioner, could you provide more information on the human rights consequences of Belarus’ involvement in the war against Ukraine?

I thank you.

