Dear friends of  humor,
Welcome to a minifestival focused on satire, parody and a special sense of humor in the former communist Central European countries behind the Iron Curtain. 

First of all, let me tell you a little story from Czechoslovakia at the turn of the 70s and 80s:
--
An old women in a little village in South Moravia close to the Slovak border kneels in front of a statue of crucified Jesus and whispers a prayer to God: Be so kind, My Lord, and send me 500 kr., please. I can’t manage any longer, my widow’s pension is too low...

A secretary of the local branch of the Communist Party is passing by and hears the prayer. At a following party meeting he proposes his comrades to give the money to the old woman: “She will get the money from us, the Communist Party, and will forget all the nonsense about God and church“, he says. The comrades agree, but they think 300 kr. is enough.

The secretary goes to the old woman and gives her 300 kr. saying that is is a gift from the Czechoslovak Communist Party. The old lady is very surprised and thanks devotedly for the money.

The next morning she is kneeling in front of the statue again. The party secretary is passing by, coming closer on the quiet and clandestinely listens to her whispering: “My Lord, thanks a lot for the 500 kr., but please, next time don’t send it through the Communists, they’ve put a tax on it!“

--
The film project “Humor Behind the Iron Curtain“ is based on screening 8 selected films from the communist Czechoslovakia (today the Czech Republic and Slovakia), Poland and Hungary, a group of countries also called the “Visegrád Four“ or shortly “V4“. Let me say a few words about the common history of these 4 countries. The group took its name after the little old Hungarian town of Visegrád situated 35 km north of Budapest. In 1335, three kings from the Czech, Hungarian and Polish kingdoms met there and settled an anti-Habsburg coalition. In 1991, after the fall of the Berlin Wall which caused the biggest changes in Europe since the WW II the highest representatives of the Czechoslovak Federation, Hungary a Poland met at Visegrád again and agreed on cooperation in entering the European Union. A “Visegrád Group“ was established. From 1 July 2011 till 30 June 2012, the Czech Republic has the Presidency of V4. Poland’s Presidency will follow in the second half of this year.
The festival films were chosen according to the following criteria: they had to be shot in the above mentioned countries under their totalitarian regimes, e. g. before the fall of the Berlin Wall, but having the same focus on the “unbearable lightness of being” behind the Iron Curtain in mind. Humor is an important basis of any national culture. It is a result of a long cultural development influenced by geographical conditions and historical circumstances. The minifestival of film parodies from the former communist Central European countries tries to prove, that even the states oppressed by totalitarian regimes can produce humor, a specific kind of humor pushed through the censorship.
The festival is arranged by the Danish Film Institute – Cinemateket in cooperation with the V4 Embassies. It means that the cooperating Embassies invite all of you to a reception after today’s screening, with special tastes from their respective countries, both in firm and liquid forms. Great thanks to Jesper Andersen for organizing this event and showing his own sense of humour by using a Czech tongue-twister on the cover of Cinemateket’s June’s programme – a whole sentence made only of consonants without a single vowell: Vlk zmrzl, zhltl hrst zrn – a wolf got frozen, it has eaten a handful of corn. I have an advice for the poor wolf: Stick your finger through your throat! – Strč prst skrz krk!

I wish you a great cultural experience.
