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Mr. President, Madam High Commissioner,
I wish to thank the High Commissioner for her report on a surreal nightmare becoming the “new normal” for millions of innocent Ukrainians. The ongoing unprovoked full-scale Russian military invasion of Ukraine is an unprecedented violation of all principles of international law, the UN Charter and human rights and it is a slap in the face of humanity.
The situation in Ukraine is horrendous. Russia’s indiscriminate shelling of cities, including Kyiv and Kharkiv, is aimed at terrorizing and demoralizing the local population. Civilians are trapped in besieged cities. Elderly, adults, and children are deprived of their personal security and dignity; in many cases freezing, hiding in the shelters and basements, having no food or clean water. 

Russian rockets and bombs regularly hit civilian sites, including residential buildings, hospitals and schools. The population of Mariupol has been critically suffering for several weeks. 
We once again highlight that the ongoing violations of international humanitarian law constitute responsibility under international criminal law. We urge Russia to immediately end the unprovoked and unjustified attack, end the violence, withdraw its forces from Ukraine and allow a safe and unhindered humanitarian access. 
Madam High Commissioner, could you give us more detailed information about reported targeted attacks on civil society activists on territories occupied by Russia?
I thank you.

