A few words about Jan Masaryk
Jiří Brodský

Ladies and gentlemen,

Thank you for joining us this evening. As you know from the invitation, on 28 October this year, we will be celebrating 100 years since the foundation of Czechoslovakia, since the foundation of our independent statehood. 
There will be many events organized jointly by the Czech and Slovak embassies in the world and many events will be taking place all over the country. I am pleased that also here in Ulaanbaatar, a special concert will take place in the State Opera on 24 October, where the works of Bedřich Smetana and Antonín Dvořák, as well as film music by Karel Svoboda, will be performed by symphonic orchestra with traditional Mongolian music instruments.
Let me say a few words about the film you are about to watch. Just in a week, there will be another, sad anniversary, eighty years since the Munich agreement was signed, that opened the door to the Second World War, permitting Nazi Germany’s annexation of Czech lands. That very moment, when Czechoslovakia was abandoned by its then closest allies, Great Britain and France, is depicted in this film and so well illustrated by the excellent music by Michael Lorenz. 

As son of a famous father, the first President and founder of Czechoslovakia, Masaryk had an uneasy destiny to bear the dignity of his name, and he did, despite the world events and his psyche. He served as Czechoslovak Ambassador to the United Kingdom for long thirteen years (1925-1938), he was Minister of Foreign Affairs in the exile government during the War and three years after.
What I personally find inspiring was that Masaryk, like his father, looked at politics and at life sub specie aeternitatis, not in terms of days, but in terms of centuries. He detested the role of Czechoslovakia as a bridge between the East and the West. He always emphasized our belonging to the West. Masaryk was not worrying about other countries' future. He worried about the future of his own country, and shortly after the end of the War, he wrote: “I do not have any children, but I think of all the children and fear the end of democracy and human dignity”. His death which followed after the Communist coup in 1948 marked the beginning of yet another, four decades long interruption of the democratic statehood to which both Masaryks dedicated their lifetime. 
Thank you to I-Cinema for hosting this screening and to Altan Khalis team for having produced the Mongolian subtitles. Enjoy the film and I hope to see you again at some of the next events organized by the Czech Embassy. 
