Special Multi-Cultural Interview

HE Jarosiav 0lsa, ir. Ambassador of the Czech Republic to Korea

The Czech Republic, heart of Europe with
great historical and cultural importance!
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Few years ago, lots of Koreans were impressed by The Lovers of Prague, the famous soap opera set in Prague.
Czech Capital city became famous among Koreans. When discussing Czech Republic, one can not overlook the
overwhelmingly popular tourist destination. Prague is generally considered to be one of the most beautiful world capitals
with an exquisitely preserved historical center.

Thanks to its location at the crossroads of various cultures in the heart of Europe, the Czech Republic has countiess
cuttural and historical points of interest Our countries do not have a long fradition of mutual contacts because of
communist regime in Czechoslovakia until 1989 so its period of amity is about 20 years. In fact, we have lots of things to
know about each other. We met HE. Jarcslav Olsa, jr., Ambassador of the Czech Republic to Korea in his Embassy
and heard his opinions about bilateral relations and multi-cuttural society.
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Q. We know that it has been over one year since your
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Excellency came to Korea as an ambassador. Please give
us your impression on Korea and Korean people and any
specific difficulties during your stay in Korea

— First of all I need to stress the fact, that [ arrived to
Seoul from a very different continent, Subsaharan Africs,
As [ served as ambassador to Zimbabwe and five
neighbouring countries for more than six years, [ dare to
say, that it is almost impossible to compare these two
postings of mine, While Zimbabwe used to be a fairly
developed country with emerging industry and advanced
agricultural production half a century ago, its economic
path has been going in the opposite direction than Korea
" 5. I must admit that the fact that an extremely poor
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and underdevelopad country like the Republic of Korea
fifty years ago, has become an economic powerhouse of
Asia, is something the Koreans should be proud of,

[ have not found any significant. problem to adapt to life
in Seoul, yet it is not for all the time the most pleasant
place with its never—ending traffic congestion and a pali
pali feeling, which is often overwhelming, But this can
easily be overcome by an extreme feeling of safety, day or
night, anvwhere in Seoul or in the countryside, This is
something which most of countries around the world
could only dream of|

Q. We know well about the name of farmer
Czechchoslovakia and its division into the Czech Republic
and the Slovak Republic, but not much about your
courtry yet, Please, introduce the Czech Republic to our
readers and other Koreans,

—The Czech Republic is a medium—size Furopean
Union member countrv of a kit more than ten million
inhabitants, It lies in the geographical heart of Europe, as
we often gay, Thanks to s location next to Germany,
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Poland, Austria and Slovakia, these historical Lands of
the Czech Crown became an industrial workshop of
Europe already in the late 19th century, At that time we
were a part of a large multiethnic Austro—Hungarian
monarchy, which covered majority of territory of Central
and South Eastern Europe from South Poland to Bosnis,
After Czechoslovakia gained its independence in 1918, our
economy went forward and in the mid-1930s the then
democratic Czechoslovakia was probably the 13th biggest
economy in the world, Our successful years ended
unfortunsately in 1939 when Czechoslovakia was occupied
by Nazi Germany and this ordeal lasted for six years,
Shortly after the end of the World War 11, due to the
commmunist coup in 1948, Czechoslovakia became a part
of the Soviet—bloc, It had a very adverse effect on our
economy, culture and the whole society, It took almost
four decades till Czechoslovakia regained the full
sovereignty after so—called Velvet Revolution' , which was
started by university students in November 1989, After
bloodless mass demonstrations our first democratic
government has been sworn in December 1989, which
marked the beginning of the new democratic era of my
country,

Since 1990 our new democratic governments have been
working hard to overcome the burden of political, social
and economic downturn caused by decades of a socialist
mismanagement, Our leaders have successfully revamped
the econony, tried to heal many social wounds caused by
the past and peacetully divided the country in 1993 into
two independent states, the Czech Republic and the
Slovak Republic, which are nowsdays the best allies and
friends,

Q. The manufacturing indusiry is decisive component to
GDP. Please introduce main industry or government policy in

industry for economic development of Czech Republic.
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- With its relatively small population and size, the
Czech Repukblic is very much foreign trade oriented
country with a GDP per capita practically the same as
Korea ' s, Therefore successes of Czech companies on
foreien markets are for us of utmest importance, The
success story is based on our diverse economy, which
spans from car manufacturing, with the most famous
brands like Skoda and Tatra, to aircraft industry with its
subsonic jet trainers [-139 and passenger air crafts such
as L~410,

Other important sector is chemical industry, including
pharmaceuticals, The Czech Republic has emerged as
Europe " 5 top loration for offshoring and oursourcing of
information technologies services, as well, Recently IT
comprises one of the key components of the Czech
soonary, Last but not least the Crech food industry is
also among the leading industrial branches with a
significant share on exports, Beer like Filsner Urquell or
Budvar and its ingredients as malt and barely, ranks
among the most treditional export commodities,

During the last five years, the Czech Republic has



TUE AAARIY FAEE EHsUd
2o olsd@e] digh A= 20053 ofF
TP TAE 7ISdsUH.

Q. 200740 102 72 ASH300t 7§ Xizx} Mdkd
Hl)2| 8= SiXISA 220 M2 ZHE=RSLIc
Olgll =7t EAMFIEAPH STEIF 202 2|chEL]
Ch 2= 7|32t Ee ZuEHE 2HAFE d S
HT7t 710 EXkde| o|™E 2ogLmry

- Af7|99) Bk 23 B opje} dw]
Aol = HeAER 23 A= B A 3
2% 7k e 2 A ey, 17
U 4] Fag SAUR opet fYS
Aol vi$- 2 AR} d fads
Kol ALl 300 AR AlulE 2 AE
REAZE o4Jat dxiglo] AFHOR ~
At 479} eeelo) 2lofx Een 2 4
A HREC] Zheist AEA At e A1 A
=2 Ao] Qo] o9 FR3 B
SuRA 2T1Q% ohjar | FhXu Uela)
R NERE S TR ENe
WIS A2 SIS AAs] giek okl
9122 MeiF) ol gl ofz] 74x|7} Uik
WEHoT ARMRE okgs e, Ao}
oA AR o] Z7kx] BE AL AL
& A AQ1E 2Ae] gk Uiyt A
L B94z0] Lo ATDolt GH| E
28 250 gt vhe oo} Ho] BalEE
ol YARMALE Yot thatse B8l AIARS
FEsls AAAA Az} 23 Ae] £
23 A Sk dYBEUTL o] A7} A4
AH9l 7120917} 1 4 A2| 9of o
il

-

I
W

r

experienced high GDP growth and a drop in
unemployment, The massive inflow of foreign direct
investment has significantly increased the competitive
strength of Czech businesses, Since 2000 the balance of
trade is recording a surplus in spite of strong appreciation
of the Czech currency against Euro and US dollar,

Q. In 2007, our automobile company, Hyundai Co., Lid.
constructed the big auto factory equivalent to one billion
Euros (300 thousands car produclion capacity) in Czech.
It has been expected that the economic exchange
relations between two countries would be increased. What
is the merit of your country to be invested by the foreign
companies and the future prospect to promote economic
relations?

— Not enly Hyundai * s investment is important for my
country, as its assembly and manufacturing plant in
No7ovice is the higgest foreign investment in last few
vears in the Czech Republic, but it is an important
investment for Hyundai, as well, as it is its biggest
operation on the whole European continent, With a
planned capacity of 300,000 cars a year aimed on the
whole European Union market, Hyundai Motor
Manufacturing Czech is undoubtedly an important
company for our economy, which traditionally has a
strong car production capacity of our native brands such
as Skoda passenger cars and Tatra and Liaz trucks,

There is a lot of reasons why many foreign companies
not only from Europe, but from many European
countries as well as Japan, Mexico, United States, to
name only a few countries, selected the Czech Republic as
an ideal location for their new companies, It is an
industrial potential of the country, which traditionally
produces evervthing from textiles to subsonic aircrafts,
from shoes to information technologies, We have a very
high level of education as well as a highly qualified labour
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force, Most recently Doosan Heavy Industries acquired
cne of important Czech companies, Skoda Power, the

leading worldwide producer of big size turbines for
atomic power plants. As this was a really warld—wide
enterprise, the price reached almost 900 million US
dollars,

But it iz not one way trade between our countries, a lot
of Czech manufacturing goods also got to the Republic of
Korea, There are practical imports, such as Czech made
crankshafts which are used in power machinery
equipment and sea born vessels, to beautiful Czech—made
Bohemia crystal which could be found in many Korean
households, Thus during the last five years, Republic of
Kaorea has become the fourth biggest trade partner of the
Czech Republic outside Europe after China, United States
and Japan with & trade volume which exceeded one and
half hillion US dollars in 2008,

Q. Even though it has been not long history since two
countries established diplomatic relations on
ambassadorial level in 1980, they have developed steadily
their relations in various areas such as politics, aconomy
and cultlure etc. How do you evaluate the development of
relationship between two countries?

— While there were practically no contacts between our
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countries during the communist regime in
Czechoslovakia until late 1980s, the last two decades has
seen many changes on all political levels, The long list of
exchanges could be traced in last years, Among them,
there are speakers and vice speakers of parliaments,
ministers and their vice ministers, as well as
businessmen. If we look on last year only, two high—lavel
visits took place between our countries: former Prime
Minister of the Republic of Korea Mr, Han Seung—soo
visited the Czech Republic in April, while our President,
Mr, Vaclav Klaus, in a role of the head of European Union
during the Czech Presidency of EU, was in Seoul to lead
European Unicn — Republic of Korea summit in May,

But speaking about the last two decades only is not
exactly true, as there were Czech—Korean relations before
the establishment of formal diplomaticrelations between
our countries in March 1990, Republic of Korea was
indeed out of limits for any official contacts during the
four decades of the communist rule in then
Czechoslovakia, which lasted until 1989, but Czech
experts very much followed the development on Kaorean
peninsula for years, Thus 20 vears of diplomatic relations
could easily be overshadowed by the fact, that in 2010 we
will also celebrate 60th anniversary of the establishment
of the Korean studies at Charles * University in Prague!

But there were even earlier exchanges between the
Czechs and Koreans, The very first official contacts could
be traced as far as Y90 years ago, It was as early as in
1919, when the Korean independence fighters and the
Provisional Government of Korea in Shanghai started
their cooperation with the Czechoslovak Legion, a
powerful 60,000-strong army, which was then stationad
in and around Viadivostok fighting the Bolshevik forces
in Siberia, There was a lot of communication between
both sides and there took place Czech support [or various

Korean independence groups, including the arms
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deliveries to Korean independence sarmies,

ompering !

= It was also ane of the most important issues for all
citizens of my country after the fall of the communism
two decades ago, After having lived for almost half a
century in a closed society with very limited contacts with
outer world, the most important thing was to open as
many possibilities for communication and exchanges as
possible with other countries and cultures, There were
many disadvantages at the beginning, only a limited
number of Czechs could communicate in foreign
languages, Czech economic power was low at the
beginning which did not allow travelling abroad and our

country was then a bit underdeveloped to cater a lot of
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We had a geod luck in two factors, first the Czechs are
Lradilicnally avid Lravelers, and thus immedialely after the
of commmunism o significant part of owr population startsd
“exploring Kurope and outside worid, without heing stopped
by thewr shoe string budgets, Secondly, beauty and charm of
our capilal Prague ured & slgniffcant momber of forcienors o
visit and live in the Crech Republic, With increasing econormic
potential of the Czech Repuklie, slso the number of people
exploring the world has been increasing,

The second tmportant Gactor represent student. exchanges,
which give young people a chanes Lo test and enjoy living in
difforemt. culturcs and sccietics, The higher the mumber af
steh educational exchange is, the bigger the chance that
stadents will bring the best they disecoversd inabroad back o
their home country. T am really pleased, that such exchanges
already cxist betwoon our countries, There is & steady incroase
of Korean tourists visiting the Crech Hepublic in last years,
alan due to the fact, that there is a direct air link betwoen
Inchecn and Prague, With some T0-80 thousand Korsans
visiing my country every vear, | can only hope that also the
number ol Crechs coming 1o gee Korea, will increase,

There are intensive and widespread contacts also inoan
educational Celd, Czech Korean suidies will celebrsle ils 60LL
anniversary in 2010, while Crech—language studies in Korea
crlehrared its o decades ol exdstence i 2008, In any given
moment there are a few Crech Koreanists studving in various
Korcan universities and viee versa, And these exchanges ame
not only bound to these specific felds,

And there is one moro important thing, One of the great
ways how to expose the young generation to other cultures is
volunteering, With the Republic of Eorea becoming a globel
power, Lhe projecls of crealing a Koreun version of Peace
Corps supported intensively by President Lee Myung-bak, iz
ong of the things of high importance for creating a truly
it eultural society in Kores, L
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