20 YEARS OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS

Ihad been truly looking forward to my
new position in the friendly Czech Re-
public. I arrived in Prague at the final stage
of the 2013 presidential campaign, witness-
ing from within the first direct popular vote
for president in the Czech Republic. This
gave me a unique perspective on the politi-
cal system and the most important issues
debated throughout the campaign, closely
observing similarities and differences be-
tween Czech and Macedonian democracies.

I was fortunate to present my credentials
to outgoing President Véclav Klaus, one of
the most prominent political figures in the
Czech politics, together with late President
Viclav Havel and current President Milo3
Zeman. The strong partnership between
our two countries was confirmed during my
warm and sincere exchange with Mr. Klaus.
The best possible welcome came shortly
after, in February 2013, when the Czech
Republic decided to officially recognize
Macedonia’s constitutional name in the
bilateral communication and it came in just
the right time as the year 2014 marks the
20th anniversary of the establishment of
diplomatic relations. In the background of
these young and dynamic relations stand
the ancient ties between the Macedonian
and Czech peoples, dating back to 1,150
years ago when Saints Cyril and Methodius
arrived in Great Moravia.

Today, the Republic of Macedonia and
the Czech Republic share a close and special
relationship with healthy cooperation in the
political, economic, cultural and scientific
fields, a continuous stream of visitors in
both directions and a shared perspective on
most of the current important global issues.
At the core of these relations lie the values,
the interests and the challenges that our two
countries share. Both countries are open
and free democracies that strive to achieve
stability, human development and economic
growth for the well-being of all their citi-

zens. The Czech Republic is an established
and respected NATO and EU member and
Macedonia has made remarkable progress in
its efforts to join these organizations.

Recent highlights of our close
relationship are President Gjorge Ivanov's
visit to the Czech Republic in February
2014 and the visit of Parliament Speaker
Trajko Veljanoski to Prague in October
2013. Furthermore, Macedonia had an
outstanding showing with the concert of
the renowned Macedonian pianist Simon
Trpceski with the Prague Philharmenic in
the Rudolfinum and the exhibition of the
Osten Gallery in Prague in 2013. Czech
Foreign Minister Lubomir Zaoralek is
scheduled to visit Macedonia in autumn
and Macedonian Prime Minister Nikola
Gruevski is set to visit Prague a little later.

This year has a special meaning for
the Czech Republic as it celebrates round
anniversaries of its accession to the EU and
NATO. Reflecting on the past 15 years, there
is indisputable view that without either
organization, the Czech Republic would
not have achieved today’s notable progress.
The same goes for Macedonia: without our
concrete foreign and defense policy goals
and the economic and political reforms, we
would not have developed into the nation
we are today. On the doorstep of joining the
EU and NATO, we still need the advice and
support of our good friends. I am sincerely
pleased that the Czech government fully
supports Macedonia’s strategic goals of
integration into the EU and NATO and
wishes to see Macedonia, in the near future,
as a fellow member in both organizations.
This, in turn, will bring our nations even
closer together and will increase the
opportunities for even more satisfactory
mutual cooperation.

The development of economic coop-
eration and bilateral trade in the past 20
years is an excellent example of the value of
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Macedonian-Czech ties. The first meeting of
the Joint Economic Committee took place
in Prague last year and it was an excellent
opportunity to identify ways to help the
businessmen of both countries promote their
cooperation. The next meeting will be in
Ohrid in September 2014. The annual trade
exchange stood at a mere 15 million Euros
in 2003; ten years later, it expanded to 250
million Euros. Macedonia has increased its
exports to the Czech Republic, mainly due
to car parts sales from the newly established
auto-industry facilities in Macedonia. Re-
garding Czech investments in Macedonia,
worth mentioning is the long-standing pres-
ence in the country of Hydropol, operating
several small hydroelectric plants, and Real
Trade Praha’s investment in the Suvenir am-
munition factory. The second most impor-
tant export to the Czech Republic is wine,
For the purpose of establishing their brand
on the Czech market, representatives from
several wine cellars presented Macedonian
wines at the 12th International Wine Show
Prague and the 17th International Fair Trade
for Gastronomy in April this year. Another
important area is tourism. In March 2014,
the Embassy organized a presentation in
Prague, attended by more than 40 represen-
tatives of Czech tour operators and travel
agencies, in order to promote Macedonia as
an attractive tourist destination,

The 20th anniversary of diplomatic rela-
tions will be celebrated throughout the year,
in the Republic of Macedonia and in the
Czech Republic, with a number of cultural
events. Our two countries stay committed to
building upon the achievements of the last
two decades and to further developing this
relationship in the decades to come, for the
benefit of both nations.
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