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Madam President,

The Czech Republic aligns itself with the statement delivered by the EU.

We thank the Special Rapporteur, Ms. Irene Khan, for her insightful report on disinformation in the digital age and its impact on the freedom of opinion and expression. The report provides an extraordinary analysis of a very complex issue, tackles all relevant concepts and provides a very useful theoretical and analytical foundation for future work on this topic.
As the Special Rapporteur has mentioned in her report, we have witnessed massive use of disinformation on several occasions in recent years: undermining free and fair elections in the US and elsewhere, spreading false information regarding the response to the Covid-19 pandemic or baseless attacks on the scientific evidence of climate change.
An extremely worrying trend that is also mentioned by the SR is the use of disinformation campaigns by State actors while ostensibly pretending to suppress it. Authoritarian regimes often violate the freedom of opinion and expression and persecute independent journalists, political opposition and members of civil society under the pretext of ‘fight against the fake news’ – while the State itself creates and disseminates false and made up information that promotes its official narrative.
Restrictions of freedom of expression must be exceptional and narrowly construed. Using ambiguous, vague and broadly defined ‘national security laws’ and similar legal acts against journalists and political opponents is a blatant violation of the freedom of expression guaranteed by the ICCPR. As the Special Rapporteur stated in her report, a direct causal relationship between the speech and the alleged harm must be clearly proven. If it is not, the restriction is arbitrary and illegitimate.
Ms. Irene Khan, what measures can we take to help the traditional media to regain trust of the people?
Thank you.
