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Statement by the Czech Republic
Mr. President, 

The Czech Republic supports the EU statement, and we thank the Deputy High Commissioner for the oral update.  

We are alarmed by the recent sharp increase of conflict-related civilian casualties in the east of Ukraine. We are also alarmed by alleged human rights abuses and violations, frequently involving torture, ill-treatment and incommunicado detention. We call on both sides of the conflict to grant independent international observers unhindered access to all detention facilities. We urge all parties to fully honour their obligations under the Minsk Agreements as a first step towards a sustainable resolution of the conflict based on respect for Ukraine's sovereignty, political independence, unity and territorial integrity.
We are deeply troubled by the human rights situation in Crimea following its illegal annexation by the Russian Federation and by the systematic human rights abuses by the de facto authorities targeting Crimean Tatars including persecution of Deputy Chairman of the Mejlis, Mr. Ilmi Umerov. We urge the Russian de facto authorities to grant access for the international human rights observers to the illegally annexed peninsula.

We also urge the immediate release of Oleg Sentsov, Stanislav Klykh and other Ukrainian citizens whose trials in Russia are apparently in breach of international law and elementary standards of justice.

We welcome the important constitutional amendments regarding the judiciary which has been adopted by Ukrainian parliament in June and we call on the Ukrainian authorities to follow up with necessary legal provisions which would implement the judicial reform.
Finally, we are concerned by the ongoing attacks against journalists reporting from the conflict areas. Harassment and intimidation should be condemned and attacks on journalists, including the murder of Pavel Sheremet thoroughly investigated.
Thank you.
