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Statement of the Czech Republic
Mr. President,

The Czech Republic aligns with the statement made on behalf of the European Union. 

I wish to thank Special Rapporteur Marin for her report and for her work. We strongly support the extension of her mandate at this session and we call on Belarusian authorities to fully cooperate with her.

We are deeply concerned about the continuing widespread and systematic violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms in Belarus which include massive repressive measures against civil society activists, journalists, independent media and all active citizens, including peaceful protesters against Russia´s military aggression against Ukraine in the country. We support independent international investigation of all atrocities by appropriate mechanisms.
We strongly condemn further restrictive measures of Belarusian authorities against freedom of expression and independent media both online and offline, as noted in the report. We call for immediate release of unlawfully imprisoned blogger Ihar Losik and recently detained chief editor Konstantin Zolotych. 
We urge Belarusian authorities to release immediately and unconditionally all citizens detained or sentenced on political grounds for exercising their legitimate human rights and to ensure their full rehabilitation. We also urge them to refrain from any further engagement in the Russian unlawful military aggression against Ukraine. 

Special Rapporteur, could you give us your assessment of the media environment in Belarus?

I thank you.

