Michal Ajvaz is a Czech novelist, philosopher, essayist, and poet. He was born on October 30, 1949. He studied literature and aesthetics at Charles University, Prague. In the 1970s and 1980s he worked in various manual jobs, after the fall of communism in 1989 he worked as an editor of the literary magazine Literární noviny, currently he works as a researcher in the Czech Academy of Sciences.

He has published sixteen books:

- four novels (The Other City, 1993; The Golden Age, 2001; Empty Streets, 2001; Voyage to the South, 2008),

- a book of poetry (Murder in a Hotel Intercontinental, 1989),

- a book of short stories (Return of the Old Comodo Dragon, 1991),

- a book of two novellas (Turquoise Eagle, 1997),

- four books of essays (Quiet Labyrinths, 1997; Mystery of the Book, 1997; Fifty Five Cities, 2006; A Story of Signs and Emptiness, 2006),

- four books on philosophy (Sign and Being – Meditations on Derrida´s Philosophy, 1994; Glare of Letters, Dreams of Grammar, 2003; The Virgin Forest of Light – Meditations on Vision, 2003; Sign, Self-consciousness and Time, 2007),
- two books of philosophical correspondence in collaboration with Ivan M. Havel (Dreamweaving, 2008; Sindibad´s House, 2010). 

His books were translated into English, French, Russian, Polish, Hungarian, Slovenian, Swedish, and Dutch; translations into Norwegian, Croatian, Serbian and Bulgarian are forthcoming. One of his short stories appeared in Korean translation in an anthology Prague – City Loved by Writers (프라하 작가들이 사랑한 도시)  published by Happy Reading Books in 2011.

English-language edition of The Other City, published by Dalkey Archive Press in 2009, reached No. 37 on Amazon.com Top 100 Editor´s Choice: Best Books of 2010, while the US edition of The Golden Age (published by the same publisher simultaneously) reached No. 1 on Amazon Best Books of 2010: Top Ten Science Fiction/Fantasy Selections.
He has also translated Ernst Jünger´s book On the Marble Cliffs from German into Czech (1995) and published numerous articles in literary magazines and philosophical reviews.

In 2005 he was awarded Jaroslav Seifert Prize for the novel Empty Streets, he also received an Award of Czech Booksellers and twice an Award of Czech Literary Fund. He has attended literary festivals and literary events in the Czech Republic (Prague Writers´ Festival), France (Les Belles Étrangères 1999), Spain, Germany, Sweden, Austria, Russia, Poland, Hungary, Slovenia and Mexico.

