CZECH FILM WEEK

“The cinema is an invention without any future.”

Louis Lumiére

f CzechCentreTelAviv



Dear friends of cinema and of Czech cinema in particular,

As a movie buff | am delighted that Louis Lumiere, while surely a visionary, was wrong in his prediction. Not only that
movies have a vibrant present and a promising future, filmmaking also has a long past already. And since this year is a
year of anniversaries, we decided to celebrate some of them, bringing not only the newest and best Czech films, but
also some classics that might be old but never grow old.

The famous Karlovy Vary International Film Festival just held its 50th edition and so we are presenting a selection of
films that screened and premiered there this year, as well as films made in 1965. Incidentally, the Israel Museum is also
celebrating its 50th, so this is yet another reason to recall the memorable year 1965 together.

The fact that we can freely present Czech films to Israeli audiences would not have been possible without the playwright,
dissident and later President, Vaclav Havel. This year we are also commemorating the reestablishment of diplomatic
relations between our two countries 25 years ago with a number of events dedicated to Havel. However, he himself said
he would not have achieved what he achieved without his wife Olga, so we brought a wonderful documentary about
her.

And as always, you can look forward to a our guests who will talk with you about their films after the screenings. This
year we invited Judit Bardos (lead actress from Fair Play), Jarmila Polakova (producer of a documentary Olga) and Pierre
Pe’er Friedmann (translator of Czech literature who translated The Cremator recently published in Hebrew). | sincerely
hope you will enjoy our selection and the movies.

Before I finish, | want to say thank you - to the filmmakers, who give us the delight of their art, to you, our audiences, for
coming to see the films in such large numbers, and last but not least, to all the people, organizations and institutions
that help us, and particularly the Israeli cinematheques with which we have such a special friendship.

So now it is time to turn off the lights, turn on the projector and immerse ourselves into the movie world.

Enjoy!

Lukas Pribyl
Director of Czech Centre Tel Aviv
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FILM TLV JLM HAIFA HERZLIYA HOLON
16.8.121:15 17.8.121:00 19.8.119:00 20.8.120:30 4.9.119:00
20.8.121:30 18.8.118:30 26.8.121:15 21.8.121:30 18.9.119:00
18.8.118:30 22.8.116:30 24.8.121:00 28.8.121:30 11.9.119:00
17.8.119:00 24.8.121:00 20.8.119:00 26.8.119:00 17.9.118:00
24.8.118:00 19.8.119:00 16.8.119:00 26.8.120:45 9.9.118:00
19.8.119:00 26.8.119:00 30.8.119:00 29.8.118:00 7.9.120:30
25.8.121:00 23.8.120:45 31.8.118:30 27.8.120:30 10.9.118:00
22.8.120:30 21.8.114:00 17.8.121:00 - 16.9.120:30




16.8. PAR
17.8. PARG
Directed by: Andrea Sedlackova 19.8. 19:00
Cast: Judit Bardos, Vlastina Svatkovd, Anna Geislerova 20.8. 20:30
Year: 2014
Language: Czech 4.9. 19:00
Subtitles: English, Hebrew 8.9. TBD

Runtime: 100 min

Czechoslovakia, the gray 1980s. Teenage Anna is a top sprinter and her trainer thinks she can go all the way to the Olympics. Her mother is also
pinning her hopes on Anna’s success, seeing it as an opportunity for her daughter to live in the free world beyond the Iron Curtain. This vision
is so strong that she willingly supports the doping program the communist regime is testing on her daughter - although her health will clearly
suffer. Unfolding gradually, Fair Play may be a tale of fiction but it shines a light on historically-based demands made by the regime, and when they
concerned a loved one it was difficult to ignore them. In addition to her powerful, unromanticized evocation of the era that avoids becoming an
ostentatious stream of period props, the director succeeds in putting forward a universal story of adolescent fragility without resorting to melodrama.
Although ostensibly about sports, this film presents a depiction of relationships and their complications.







Directed by: Viktor Taus

Cast: Didier Flamand, Oldfich Kaiser, Jiti Labus, Kati Outinen, Julie Ferrier, Eva Jenickova
Year: 2013

Language: Czech

Subtitles: English, Hebrew

Runtime: 124 min

Life has proved challenging for three individuals who were once part of a famous trio of clowns. Thirty years previously, Oskar, Max and Viktor came
together as the celebrated troupe Busters, yet despite their popularity with audiences, they ended up going their separate ways. Oskar has now
returned after three decades in emigration, but mutual accusations still hang in the air. Perhaps the “guilty party”is something beyond a mere failure
to surmount the obstacles life plans for us all. Wrongs of the past cant be concealed behind a red clown nose. The film resourcefully distinguishes
the protagonists’ different temperaments and also reflects their individuality in its depiction of the environments they inhabit. The sorrow of human
relationships is betrayed in the personalities of three clowns who are perhaps given their last chance to shake off old injustices. This sensitive picture
adopts a candid approach to the heroes’advancing age and to the trivialities in their lives, and shows understanding in exposing their fragility. It also

demonstrates that life is more often a horror show than light-hearted slapstick.
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18.8. 18:30
22.8. 16:30
24.8. 21:00
28.8. 21:30
11.9. 19:00










19.8. 19:00
26. 8. 19:00
Directed by: Milo$ Forman 30. 8. 19:00
Cast: Hana Brejchova, Vladimir Pucholt, Vladimir Mensik, Milada Jezkova, Josef Sebanek 29.8. 18:00
Year: 1965
Language: Czech 7.9. 20:30
Subtitles: Hebrew 9.9, TBD

Runtime: 88 min

Out in the Czech countryside, a shoe factory owner petitions the People’s Army to station a division of soldiers in his town, where the women
outnumber the men sixteen to one. The arrival of the troops is greeted with great excitement, but the girls in the town are disappointed to see that
the men are older reservists, and not the strapping young men they'd envisioned. Still, when a band plays at the local pub, the girls show up to be
ogled by the older men, many of whom are married. A trio of reservists sends a bottle of wine to Andula, Marie, and Jana, and the girls argue over
whether or not to acknowledge the gesture. But Andula catches the eye of the comparatively dashing young pianist, Milda... A tender and humorous
look at Andula’s journey, from the first pangs of romance to its inevitable disappointments. The film was nominated for an Oscar for Best Foreign
Language Film, drew a lot of attention to the Czech New Wave, and jumpstarted the international filmmaking career of director Milos Forman
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24.8. 21:00
23.8. 20:45
31.8. 18:30
27.8. 20:30
Directed by: Jan Kadar, Elmar Klos 10.9. 18:00
Cast: Ida Kaminska, Jozef Kroner, Hana Slivkova 17.9. TBD

Year: 1965

Language: Slovak
Subtitles: Hebrew
Runtime: 128 min

Set in a small town in Slovakia during World War Il, The Shop on Main Street is a poignant story that focuses on an individual’s responsibility to fight
prejudice and oppression. A law prohibiting Jews from owning businesses provides the opportunity for Tono, a hapless carpenter, to take possession
of a button shop formerly run by Rozélie Lautmanova, an elderly, deaf Jewish woman. Their relationship grows from one of begrudging tolerance
to a gentle, protective love. The movie's emphasis on serious moral, ethical, and social concerns, its juxtaposition of comedy with tragedy, and its
utilization of fantastic or surreal elements mark it as a cornerstone of the movement known as the Czech New Wave. It was the first film from Eastern
Europe to be awarded an Oscar. Although shown in Europe in 1965, the film was released in Los Angeles the following year, making it eligible for
nominations in other categories in the 1966 Academy Awards; Kaminska was then nominated as best actress for her sensitive performance.







