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Statement of the Czech Republic

Madam President,
The Czech Republic aligns itself with the EU statement.
We thank the Special Rapporteur for his report and updates following the (1 February) military coup. 
Our position expressed at the (12 February) Special Session (of the UN Human Rights Council on the human rights implications in Myanmar) remains unchanged. We condemn the coup and all violations of human rights. We urge the military and police authorities to stop the use of force against civilians, allow for freedoms of assembly and expression on-line and off-line and to restore democratic institutions. We repeat our call for the immediate and unconditional release of all those arbitrarily detained, charged and arrested.
What has changed dramatically is the actual situation in the country. At least 60 peaceful protesters and citizens have been killed and more than 1800 persons detained. It is now clear that the military authorities have decided to ignore the calls of the UN Secretary General and High Commissioner for Human Rights echoed in the consensus resolution of the Human Rights Council and in the Security Council. 
Statements have not had any impact on actions of the military, therefore the EU is now preparing targeted sanctions against those responsible for the coup. Still, we continue to support diplomatic efforts leading to ending violence and opening a dialogue. We look at the authority of the Security Council and ASEAN with high expectations.
Mr Special Rapporteur,
Your report provides deeply concerning information on the overall human rights situation in Myanmar, including of the Rohingyas and other persons belonging to minorities. The current crisis requires addressing those issues as well. We continue to fully support your Mandate together with the Mandates of the Independent Investigative Mechanism for Myanmar (IIMM) and the UN Special Envoy (of the Secretary General).
I thank you.

