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Summary
The Czech Republic held the Presidency of the Council of the European Union from 1 January to 30 June 2009 under the motto "Europe without barriers". The Czech Presidency set as its priorities the economy, energy security and external relations with the emphasis on transatlantic relations, Eastern Europe and the Western Balkans. Individual government departments worked on preparing and negotiating the agenda. At the Office of the Government, at 2 400 working meetings and 38 ministerial councils in Brussels and Luxembourg efforts were focused in particular on securing the outcomes of the spring and June European Councils. There were also fourteen informal councils held in the Czech Republic.
The spring European Council on 19 and 20 March 2009 examined in particular the significant fiscal stimuli introduced into the EU economy (more than EUR 400 billion), emphasising that concerted action and coordination were a fundamental part of the European economic recovery strategy.  It also stressed that the single market was central to efforts to shorten and alleviate the recession in Europe. It pointed to the fundamental importance of maintaining sound public finances and the framework of the Stability and Growth Pact. It reached agreement on the Community part of the European Economic Recovery Plan, in support of projects in the area of energy and broadband internet, as well as CAP health check-related measures (the so-called "five billion package"). It decided to increase EU Member States’ IMF on a voluntary basis by up to EUR 75 billion. It noted that energy security was a key area that needed to be enhanced by improving energy efficiency, diversifying energy suppliers, sources and supply routes and promoting the Union's energy interests vis-à-vis third countries. It welcomed the establishment of the Eastern Partnership initiative. 

At the European Council on 18 and 19 June 2009 the Heads of State or Government agreed on legal guarantees designed to respond to concerns raised by the Irish people, thus paving the way for a new referendum on the Lisbon Treaty. They also unanimously proposed José Manuel Barroso as the likely President of the next Commission.

The European Council took a number of decisions that make it possible to create a new financial supervisory architecture with the aim of protecting the European financial system from future risks. It took further steps towards forging the EU's position for the Climate Change Conference that will take place in Copenhagen at the end of the year.

European leaders expressed great concern at the dramatic situation in the Mediterranean area and agreed on a number of measures to help the Member states in the frontline to respond to the influx of illegal immigrants and to prevent further human tragedies.

The Czech Republic secured agreement on 84 regulations and legislative proposals. The following may be seen as the most important: in the area of financial legislation, the review of the Directive on solvency requirements for insurance and reinsurance undertakings (Solvency II), the Ratings Agencies Regulation and the Capital Requirements Directive; in the area of energy, the five legislative files comprising the internal energy market package or the revised Directive on oil stocks; in the area of justice and home affairs, the Community Code on Visas, the revised Directive on ship-source pollution and the Council Framework Decision on prevention and settlement of conflicts of exercise of jurisdiction in criminal proceedings. The Czech Presidency also secured agreement on the new rules for the European Globalisation Fund, the air transport "package" or the revised Regulation on support for rural development by the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development. It also took the lead with a new Regulation on a European Research Infrastructure Consortium, under which major international research projects will be exempt from value-added tax, thereby increasing the level of investment funding for scientific research.

The Czech Presidency had set itself the aim of being an honest broker for the benefit of all Member States and on the basis of consensus. We hope that both our colleagues and the public will remember the Presidency of the first half of 2009 as industrious.

Milena Vicenová
Ambassador
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Performance by the Work Programme

1. General affairs

The European Union stands at a crossroads. The citizens of Ireland rejected in a referendum the Lisbon Treaty intended to simplify decision-making, give greater powers to the European Parliament and, for example, enable national parliaments to influence European legislation. On the basis of agreements from December 2008, the Czech Presidency negotiated guarantees for the Irish people in the areas of tax, social affairs and neutrality, thus enabling the Irish government to organise a new referendum. The Member States approved those guarantees at the European Council on 19 June. The Irish government promised to call a new referendum on the Lisbon Treaty and, in the event of a positive outcome, to adopt it swiftly. The guarantees will not lead to a re-opening of the ratification process in any Member State. They do not concern only Ireland. In the area of taxation, for example, they relate also to other Member States. It is an important step towards institutional stability and a more efficient enlargement of the European Union.

The dispute between Slovenia and Croatia concerning the border between the two countries is impeding talks on Croatia's accession to the European Union. The Czech Presidency has nevertheless helped both sides to come much closer to resolving the dispute. Talks will continue under the Swedish Presidency.

Results:
· Ratification of the Lisbon Treaty by the upper and lower house of the Czech Parliament and the conclusions of the European Council of 18 and 19 June regarding the Irish guarantees

· Accession talks with Turkey 

· Mechanism for verification and cooperation for Bulgaria and Romania 

· Partial renewal of the Court of Justice

· Preparation and approval by the Council of the report on the progress of the European Union 19. March

· Start of the work of the Interinstitutional Working Party on Regulatory Agencies

2. Economic and financial affairs

A decline in bank assets and a slowdown in the flow of credit jeopardized the European economy. The Czech Presidency pushed through a joint measure of the Member States that best protected the single market and the competitiveness of the European economy (what measure?). It also pushed through legislation that tightened up supervision of banks, insurance undertakings and rating agencies.

The loss of confidence in the banking sector caused a serious downturn in economic activity, impacting negatively on the fiscal policies of several Member States. The Czech Presidency pushed through a package of measures amounting to EUR 5 billion to support the economy, cut the rate of VAT on selected services to help kick-start the economy, accelerated the use of support for the retraining of workers, increased the flow of IMF cash with extra funding to the tune of EUR 75 billion with the possibility of a further increase should the situation so require, raised the limit of assistance to Member States outside the euro zone to EUR 50 billion, with Latvia receiving EUR 3.1 billion and Romania EUR 5 billion.

In addition, the Czech Presidency forged agreement between the Member States on implementing the measures proposed by the Expert Group headed by Jacques de Larosière. These related in particular to EU-wide supervision of financial markets that would prevent mistakes such as investment by European banks in worthless credit products.  

The success of the European economy derives from its competitiveness in world markets. The Czech Presidency contributed to global cooperation to alleviate the financial crisis by ensuring a common approach by the Member States at the G 20 meeting in London. The point was to strike a balance between the degree of state intervention and to reduce the impact of the economic downturn on the public.

Results:

· Contribution to the spring European Council; determining key priorities and advocating a consistent approach to the crisis

· Changes to the regulation and supervision of financial markets

· Agreement with the European Parliament regarding legislative proposals on cross-border payments in euros, Solvency II, electronic money, credit rating agencies

· Agreement with the European Parliament regarding a regulation on rating agencies and a Capital Requirements Directive

· Reaching a compromise on the EUR 5 billion package

· Lowering the VAT rate on some labor-intensive services

· Revised Regulation on the establishment of a European Globalisation Adjustment Fund 

· Agreement on amending three Regulations on the structural funds

· Increase in IMF funds in the form of a EUR 75 billion loan

· Increase in the level of balance of payments support for Member States outside the euro zone to EUR 50 billion and approval of EUR 3.1 billion medium-term financial assistance to Latvia and EUR 5 billion to Romania

· Agreement on a proposal for a Decision establishing a Community programme to support specific activities in the field of financial services, financial reporting and auditing

· Reform of the regulation and supervision of financial institutions; discussion on the procedural aspects of the report by the High Level Expert Group on Financial Supervision (de Larosière report); 

Political discussion  at the April informal meeting of economics and finance ministers and EU central bank governors in Prague on 4 April

· Evaluation of the effectiveness of measures to support the financial sector and the usefulness of the plan to revive the European economy

· Coordination of the European position at the April G 20 summit in London

· Progress on implementation of the European economic recovery plan

· Contribution to the discussion on the future of the post-2010 Lisbon Strategy

· Council Recommendation on the granting of discharge to the European Commission for the 2007 budget

· Approval of the guidelines for the 2010 budget

· Agreement on the proposal for Regulations concerning Community statistics on the information society and concerning crop statistics

· Agreement on the European Investment Bank loan mandate.

3. Internal market and competitiveness

The single market helps mitigate the impact of the recession in the European economy, which at the same time has to remain globally competitive. The Czech Presidency has consistently fought against protectionism and has constantly cooperated with the European Commission in preventing attempts to circumvent internal market rules when adopting measures to support the economy. For that reason it pushed through common guidelines to boost the car industry.  It also achieved consensus among Member States on the need to eliminate further obstacles to the internal market, reduce the administrative burden primarily on small businesses and save the time and money spent on pointless administrative procedures, improve conditions for industrial production and the services sector and invest in scientific research. At the same time, the Czech Presidency came out in support of the Commission initiative to abolish over 1,300 outdated rules, thereby cutting down red tape for the public and the business sector. It found consensus among Member States and called on the European Commission to further simplify the legal environment in the European Union.

In the legislative area the Czech Presidency reached agreements with the European Parliament among others on motor vehicle safety, cosmetic preparations, pesticides and the coordination of twenty two national meteorological research programmes. It also achieved consensus among Member States on authorisation to negotiate an agreement with the USA as regards enforcement of consumer protection laws and signed a European Union agreement with Korea concerning cooperation on anti-competitive behaviour.

On 2 March in Prague the Czech Presidency introduced a report in which the European Commission assessed the benefits of the accession of 12 new Member States to the EU. For example, it emerges from the report that the enlargement of the single market has contributed to economic growth throughout Europe and that concerns of the old Member States about a flow of cheap labour have not been realised.

Results:

· Adoption at the Competitiveness Council on 5 March of conclusions on the follow-up to the Single Market Review and the crisis in the car industry 

· Adoption at the Competitiveness Council on 5 March of key messages for the spring European Council

· Competitiveness Council conclusions of 28 May in the area of industrial property (patents)

· Adoption at the Competitiveness Council of the progress report on innovation on 5 March

· Agreement with the European Parliament on a Regulation on cosmetic preparations

· Agreement with the European Parliament on a pesticides package 

· Agreement with the European Parliament on a Decision on participation in the European Meteorological Research Programme

· Adoption of a Regulation on type-approval requirements for the general safety of motor vehicles

· Signing of an agreement between the European Union and Korea concerning cooperation on anti-competitive activities

· Simplification of the third and sixth Company Law Directives

· Reaching of consensus on authorisation to negotiate an agreement with the USA as regards enforcement of consumer protection laws

· Presidency report on progress in the area of better regulation

· Conference on the Future of Services in the Internal Market on 2. February

· Conference on "EU Enlargement - Five Years After" 2 March

4. Energy 

In January the supply of gas from Russia to the European Union through Ukraine was completely halted. The reduction in supplies affected eighteen countries, especially in eastern and southern Europe. The Czech Presidency was prepared for the possibility of a commercial dispute between Ukraine and Russia and over three weeks and with support of the European Commission, it succeeded in assisting Russia and Ukraine to find a solution and resume supplies. Ensuring that the EU spoke with one voice to the parties in the dispute was a key accomplishment of the Czech Presidency. To reinforce the internal market for energy, the Czech Presidency secured the approval of the "internal energy market package", which will result in the further elimination of obstacles in the internal market for electricity and gas. Agreement was also reached on the "EUR 5 billion package" adopted in the framework of the European Economic Recovery Plan. This will increase energy security through the construction of new energy pipelines between Member States and gas storage facilities. The Czech Presidency also steered the Member States towards an agreement on a Directive on emergency oil stocks and ensured that the European Commission speeds up the revision of the gas storage Directive. The Czech Presidency has contributed to the future diversification of energy sources and transport routes by concluding a joint statement by the European Union together with Turkey, Azerbaijan, Georgia and Egypt. These countries have expressed their readiness to support supplying the European Union with gas from the Caspian region. The route in question is the southern corridor, which in the future will reduce the risk of restricted gas supplies to Europe's citizens and businesses.

The Czech Presidency has also helped to increase the energy efficiency of products and save power. It reached agreement with the European Parliament on the labelling of products which consume less electrical energy and are environmentally sound (the "CE" label).

Results:

· International talks to resolve the March gas crisis

· Adoption of conclusions on a Second Strategic Energy Review - Security and Solidarity Action Plan at the Energy Council on 19.February and the European Council on 19 March
· Agreement between the Council and the European Parliament on projects for reinforcing energy infrastructure, installations for carbon capture and storage and projects for producing electricity from wind energy as part of the EUR 5 billion package

· Adoption of the Third Liberalisation Package at the Environment Council on 25 June 

· Conclusion of the revised Ecodesign Directive

· Discussion on concepts in the energy field at the Energy Council meeting in Brussels on 19 February 
· "Southern Corridor - new silk road" Summit in Prague on 8 May
· Conference on interconnection of networks, Ostrava, 29 to 30 January
5. Transport

Transport is the backbone of the economy and influences the quality of the environment. The Czech Presidency has made a significant contribution to the development of all forms of transport in the EU. In the field of air transport it negotiated new measures that shorten flight time in European air space and lower fuel consumption as well as carbon dioxide emissions. New rules eliminate the fragmentation of air traffic control and integrate the technology. At the same time, it has strengthened the authority of the European Aviation Safety Agency. The Presidency has also finalised the revision of the Regulation for the allocation of slots at airports, which reduces the impact of the economic recession on carriers.

In the area of road transport, the Czech Presidency has simplified the rules for haulage companies, making it easier for them to provide haulage services in EU states other than those in which they are registered. These measures reduce the administrative burden on European hauliers.

In the area of rail transport, the Presidency achieved consensus among Member States on new European rail corridors, thereby helping to shift freight transport from congested roads to the railways.

Results:

· Agreement on conclusions regarding further progress with the Trans-European transport networks policy

· Council conclusions regarding the future strategy for maritime transport policy

· Agreement with the European Parliament on two legislative proposals and a review in the area of air transport

· Council conclusions on an amended Marco Polo II Regulation

· Political agreement at the transport Ministers Council on 11 June concerning the Regulation on a European rail network.

6. Telecommunications

The information and communication technology sector is evolving rapidly, providing new services and facilities for people and companies in the European Union. It can play a significant role in kick‑starting the European economy. That is also thanks to projects for the development of broadband internet in the framework of the "EUR 5 billion package" that the Czech Presidency has pushed through . The Czech Presidency has found agreement among Member States on new simplified rules for the operation of the telecommunications sector that relate inter alia to the use of the radio spectrum, investment in new-generation networks, regulation of telecommunications companies and enhanced consumer rights. Agreement with the newly elected European Parliament will likely be found in the next months. The GSM Directive and the Roaming Regulation negotiated by the Czech Presidency maintain a balance between investors in infrastructure expansion, the development of new services and reasonable prices for end-users.
Results:

· TTE Council conclusions from 31 March on the e-Accessibility initiative

· Achievement of a compromise among Member States on the telecommunications package

· Reaching agreement with the European Parliament in the area of telecommunications services: the GSM Directive, the Roaming Regulation

· Reaching agreement with the European Parliament on a decision on interoperability between European public administrations

7. Environment

In the area of the environment and climate change, the Czech Presidency helped to formulate a common position of the Member States for the Copenhagen negotiations, where states from all over the world should agree on new arrangements to replace the Kyoto Protocol after 2012. The Czech Presidency has also organised a series of preparatory talks prior to the summit, in the USA, China, India and Japan for example.

The Czech Presidency has also found agreement among Member States on a new Directive on industrial emissions. It has pushed through a refined version of the Regulation banning ozone-depleting substances, new rules on eco-labelling and on a more eco-friendly system for businesses, or negotiated a new Directive on the capturing of petrol vapours at petrol stations. Another success was the agreement on prohibiting the trade in seal products. The regulations adopted should contribute to higher standards of environmental protection and sustainable development, which are key areas for improving the quality of life of the citizens of the European Union.

Results:

· Negotiations on preparations for the Copenhagen summit on climate change

· Environment Council and Economic and Financial Council conclusions on international climate problems, June European Council conclusions

· Agreement with the European Parliament on a Regulation on ozone-depleting substances

· Agreement with the European Parliament on five regulations: the revised Regulation on eco-labelling, on the EMAS system

· Agreement with the European Parliament on banning the trade in seal products, on the extension of certain time periods for placing biocides on the market, and the Directive on capturing petrol fumes at service stations

· Political agreement on the Industrial Pollution Prevention and Control, Environment Council, 25 June

8. Employment and social policy

The European Union is facing redundancies resulting from the decline in European economic performance. There is a need to boost economic growth to create new jobs and provide European workers with the new qualifications required by the modern economy.

At the May employment summit in Prague, the Czech Presidency defined concrete activities to increase employment and mitigate the social impact of the economic recession. This involves preserving existing jobs and creating new ones, supporting professional and geographical mobility in the labour market, more qualifications, reconciling the needs of the labour market with improved labour market access.

The Presidency negotiated a revised Regulation on a European Globalisation Adjustment Fund to facilitate the use of funds to alleviate the social impact of the economic recession. It is possible and necessary to overcome the effects of the crisis in particular by linking flexibility and security ("flexicurity"), which means giving employers and employees flexibility in working relations and a certain level of security for both sides. Social services of general interest, which also form an important sector of employment, play an important role in social integration during the crisis. In both areas the Czech Presidency proposed and successfully negotiated the political conclusions of the Employment, Social Policy, Health and Consumer Protection Council (EPSCO).

Council conclusions were also drafted on the social inclusion of the Roma and on dignified ageing. The Czech Presidency also concluded the ten-year process of the revision of European legislation on social security for migrants, aimed at increasing mobility in the framework of the European Union.

Results:

· Conclusions of the EPSCO Council of 9 March on professional and geographical mobility of the workforce and the free movement of workers within the European Union

· Conclusions of the EPSCO Council of 8 June on flexicurity in times of crisis, social services as a tool for social inclusion, inclusion of the Roma and dignified ageing

· Agreement on amended simplified rules for guaranteeing the social entitlements of migrants in the framework of the EU - social security coordination package

· Agreement with the European Parliament on a revised Regulation on the European Globalisation Adjustment Fund

· Approval by the Council on 8 June of a Decision on the continued application of the Employment Guidelines of the Member States from 2008

· Employment summit on 7 May in Prague

9. Education, Youth, Sport

The activities of the European Union in the field of education are intended to promote the creation of new opportunities for young people and adults. An important element is the creation of an environment involving greater cooperation between the peoples of Europe and in which prejudice is avoided.  The Czech Presidency secured an agreement among the Member States in the field of youth qualification, lifelong education and engaging business in teaching professionals.

The Czech Presidency reached agreement on a new regulation on a consortium for a European Research Infrastructure Consortium, thanks to which large-scale international research projects will be exempt from value added tax, thereby raising the volume of investment in research.

The Czech Presidency likewise made a major contribution to the creation of a common European research area and formulated strategies for European cooperation in education over the next decade.

· Key message for the Spring European Council from the Education and Training Council 

· Key message to the Spring European Council about the European Pact on Youth and European cooperation on youth

· Approval of the guidelines of the space sector for overcoming the economic crisis, on the GMES programme and space research for the Space Council in May.

· Adoption of the Council Regulation on the Community legal framework for a European Research Infrastructure

· Council conclusions on a strategic framework for European cooperation in education and training after 2010

· Adoption by the Competitiveness Council in May of the first steps of the Ljubljana Process towards the realisation of the European Research Area Vision 2020, evaluation of outcomes and impact analysis, and research infrastructures and the regional dimension of the European Research Area

· Council conclusions on enhancing partnerships between education and training institutions and social partners, in particular employers, in the context of lifelong learning 

· Council conclusions on evaluation of the current framework for European cooperation in the youth field and on future perspectives for the renewed framework 

· Prague memorandum on volunteering in sport

10. Public health

In June the WHO declared that the new strain of influenza was at pandemic level. When the outbreak began, the Czech Presidency immediately called an extraordinary meeting of health ministers, at which agreement was reached among Member States on coordinating the fight against the disease.

The Czech Presidency also achieved agreement among Member States in the field of rare diseases, patient safety, and prevention and control of infections in healthcare institutions. The Czech Presidency continued discussions with Member States on patients' rights in cross-border healthcare, quality and safety standards for the donation, delivery, testing, storage, transporting and characterisation of human organs. It negotiated the Council Recommendation in the field of rare diseases and the Council Recommendation on patient safety, including the prevention and control of healthcare associated infections. The Presidency made good progress on two essential parts of the proposal for a Regulation in the "pharmaceuticals package" intended to clarify rules for trading in medicines.

Results:

· Key messages for the Spring European Council

· Conclusions of the Council of Ministers for Employment, Social Policy, Health and Consumer Affairs (EPSCO) of 9 June 

· Conclusions on A (H1N1) influenza at the extraordinary EPSCO Council meeting of 30 April 

· Adoption of Council Recommendation on European action in the field of rare diseases

· Adoption of Council Recommendation on patient safety, including the prevention and control of healthcare associated infections

11. Agriculture and fisheries

The Czech Presidency continued the debate on the future of the Common Agricultural Policy and in particular direct payments, to make them at once fairer and simpler in the future. There was also an emphasis on rural development. The Czech Presidency pushed for an amount of EUR 1,02 billion, as part of the "EUR 5 billion package", for rural development, mainly linked to the introduction of high-speed Internet.

The Czech Presidency also successfully negotiated a new Regulation on animal welfare at the time of killing, achieved agreement on novel foods, supported food quality policy, simplification of the Common Agricultural Policy, protection of sharks and tuna, prepared the groundwork for the future delimitation of less favoured areas for farming, discussed with the European Parliament measures concerning the use of plant protection products, and achieved agreement among Member States on the conservation of fishery resources in the Baltic Sea.

Results:
· Council conclusions on the review of quality policy

· June Council conclusions on new rules for identifying less favoured areas for farming

· EUR 1,02 billion moved to the budget of the European Agricultural Guidance and 
Guarantee Fund– investment for 2009-2010 

· Adoption of proposal for a Regulation on integrating reform of the wine sector into the 
Regulation establishing a common organisation of agricultural markets 

· Adoption of 23 March Agriculture and Fisheries Council conclusions on two special 
reports of the European Court of Auditors and on the management of European Union 
support for the public storage operations of cereals

· Adoption of Council conclusions on the Commission Communication on the action plan on 
the conservation of sharks

· Multi-annual recovery plan for blue fin tuna 

· Agreement on Animal By-products Regulation 

· Agreement with European Parliament on proposal for a Regulation concerning statistics on 
plant protection products 

· Agreement on proposal for a Directive on machinery for pesticide application 

· Common European Union strategy in the fight against the spread of nematodes in the 
territories of Member States and in developing risk analyses for harmful organisms 


Agreement between EU and Russian Federation on conservation of fishery resources in the Baltic Sea

· Universal declaration on animal welfare

· Discussion between agriculture ministers at informal meeting in Brno on 2 June on future form of direct payments, which is to be simple, fair, and defensible to the public
· Regulation on animal welfare at the time of killing, Agriculture and Fisheries Council, 22 June
12. Culture and audiovisual affairs

For the Czech Presidency, culture is a catalyst for people's creative potential and contributes to the spread of new technologies and to economic growth. The Czech Presidency found agreement, for instance, on the new Media Mundus programme, with a budget of over EUR 5 million, which will support cooperation among European and worldwide professionals in the audiovisual field. During the Czech Presidency, the European culture capitals for 2012 and 2013 were also declared.

Results:

· Conclusions of the Council of Ministers for Education, Youth and Culture on 12 May on supporting culture as a catalyst for creativity and innovation in the framework of the Lisbon strategy

· Council Decision on the designation of the European Capital of Culture for 2012 and 2013

· Appointment of two Council representatives to the selection panel for the European City of Culture project

· Agreement reached with European Parliament on proposal for a new programme of cooperation with third-country audiovisual professionals, "Media Mundus"

13. Home affairs

In home affairs, the Czech Presidency brokered the election of a new Director of Europol, with discussions taking only three months, in which the Presidency had to win support for one of two equally good candidates. The Presidency also worked on a European visa cooperation code and measures against employers of illegal immigrants, and achieved agreement between Member States on combating counterfeiting and piracy. In response to the decision of US President Barack Obama to close the Guantanamo prison, welcomed by Member States, the Czech Presidency proposed and negotiated a mechanism for exchange of information on former detainees who will be accepted by an EU or Schengen Area state. The mechanism facilitates monitoring of persons accepted from Guantanamo and assessment of potential security risks arising from their residence on EU territory. As regards IT project development, the Presidency achieved progress in the second-generation Schengen system, the visa information system and continuing work in the field of e-justice, completing the European e-portal, which from December should become an intersection point for national justice portals.

Results:

· Adoption of a Council Decision establishing the European Police Office

· Agreement on proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing a Community Code on Visas

· Completion and adoption of amended Common Consular Instructions

· Adoption of a Council Resolution on a comprehensive European anti-counterfeiting and anti‑piracy plan 

· Formal adoption of a proposal for a Directive against employers of illegal immigrants

· Acceptance of a new anti-counterfeiting customs action plan for 2009 – 2012

· Drafting and acceptance of report on the evaluation of a Council Recommendation on the drawing up of agreements between police, customs and other services at the April JHA Council

· Agreement on a new Director of Europol (Rob Wainwright)

· Adoption of UN political declaration on drugs and action plan at the 52nd meeting of the United Nations Commission on Narcotic Drugs; assessment of activities since UN General Assembly (UNGASS) meeting in 1998 

· Progress in project for European visa information system

· Completion of integration of Switzerland into Schengen area, 29 March

· Continuation of second-generation Schengen Information System project

· Securing of coordinated EU position on acceptance of persons held at the Guantanamo base

· Opening of negotiations on legislative proposals for the first asylum package and proposal for the establishment of a European Support Office for Asylum

· Negotiations on a framework decision on the provision of passenger name record data

· Negotiations on a proposal for a Directive on a single application procedure for a single permit for third-country nationals to reside and work in the territory of a Member State 

· Work on manual on transfer of information in connection with standards for security features and biometrics in passports and travel documents 
14. Justice

The Czech Presidency achieved agreement between Member States on conflicts of jurisdiction in criminal proceedings and moved forward new measures on family law and contractual and non-contractual obligations. The Czech Presidency issued a manual recommending this method of resolving cross-border disputes and containing specific data on what options and technical arrangements exist in individual countries. It will be available via a single Union portal which should be launched as soon as this year.

· Agreement on proposal for a Council framework decision on prevention and settlement of conflicts of jurisdiction in criminal proceedings 

· Regulation on the conclusion of bilateral agreements between Member States in the exclusive competence of the Community in the field of family law and contractual and non-contractual obligations

· Promotion of the use of videoconferencing in cross-border court proceedings (making proceedings more efficient and saving money). 

15. External relations

Particular priorities for the Czech Presidency were transatlantic relations, the Western Balkans and Eastern Europe. The Presidency attended to other regions, in terms of regular EU meetings with third states and in light of current developments in world affairs.

The beginning of the Czech Presidency saw armed conflict in the Gaza strip. The Czech foreign minister represented the EU in visits to the region, including participation in the conference on the reconstruction of Gaza at Sharm el-Sheikh and other meetings with partners from the region.

At a March summit in Prague the Czech Presidency, with the participation of representatives of the EU and Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine, launched the Eastern Partnership initiative. A joint declaration emphasised deepening of bilateral relations, reciprocal trade and also the possibility of a gradual relaxing of visa arrangements. The European Commission is contributing EUR 600 million to the project for the time being.

On attaining energy security and diversifying energy sources, the Czech Presidency held a summit on a southern supply corridor. Four partner states signed the summit declaration, while Turkey promised to sign an intergovernmental agreement on the Nabucco gas pipeline by the end of July.

The Czech Presidency worked on a Decision on abolishing the visa requirement for Western Balkan countries that meet the conditions for visa-free relations. The Western Balkans took up a major part of the informal foreign ministers' meeting at Hluboká nad Vltavou on 27 March . The ratification of the Stabilisation and Association Agreement with Albania was completed under the Czech Presidency. The required consensus was reached among Member States for the submission of Montenegro's application to the European Commission for its opinion.

The Czech Presidency organised a meeting of Member State representatives with US President Barack Obama in Prague, pursued the signing with Canada of an agreement on civil aviation safety, began negotiations on a comprehensive economic partnership agreement with Canada and intensified negotiations on a free trade agreement with South Korea. Major progress was made under the Czech Presidency in negotiations on a Partnership and Cooperation Agreement with China, which should be completed not later than early 2010, on a new agreement with Russia, on association agreements with Ukraine, the Central America region and the Andean Community countries, and on a framework agreement with Libya. During the Czech Presidency talks began on a mandate for a partnership and cooperation agreement with Mongolia and a negotiating mandate was adopted for a new agreement with Moldova.

The Czech Presidency held a series of summits with third countries:

· EU-Japan summit (Prague, 4 May), the main aim being to find a common position on climate change in preparation for the Copenhagen conference 

· EU-Canada summit (Prague, 6 May), formally opening negotiations on a comprehensive economic partnership agreement

· Postponed EU-China summit (Prague, 20 May), helped improve poor EU-China relations 

· EU-Russia summit (Khabarovsk, 21-22 May)

· EU-Republic of Korea summit (Seoul, 23 May)

· Historic first EU-Pakistan summit (Brussels, 17 May)

· EU-Rio Group ministerial meeting (Prague, 13-14 May). In addition to a statement on renewable energy sources and financial stability, in view of the current situation a joint declaration on A/H1N1 flu was also adopted 

· Other major actions in which the EU 27 took part included a meeting of EU and Gulf Cooperation Council foreign ministers (Muscat 29 April), an ASEM meeting (Hanoi, 25-26 May) and an EU-ASEAN meeting (Phnom Penh, 27-28 May).

The Czech Republic mediated an agreement between Member States on a mandate for the European Commission for the revision of the Cotonou Agreement. The Agreement regulates relations between the European Union and African, Caribbean and Pacific states. Under the Czech Presidency, two agreements on economic cooperation were signed, with Central Africa and with the Southern African Development Community. The agreements provide the required legal basis for reciprocal trade.

In response to the current world financial and economic crisis, measures were adopted under the Czech Presidency on support for developing countries to enable them to cope with the impact of the crisis. The Czech Presidency's work on the priority theme "access to sustainable energy sources at local level" led to agreement on Council conclusions that emphasised the need to use sustainable and renewable energy sources as a basic requirement for kick-starting economic activity and reducing poverty in developing countries. In the framework of the priorities defined, development policy was projected during the Czech Presidency as one of the main areas for transatlantic cooperation with the new US administration and a path was opened towards further negotiations.

Results:

· Council conclusions adopted at the meeting of development ministers on 18 May on support for developing countries at a time of global crisis

· Conclusions of the March European Council on a future Copenhagen agreement on climate protection, concerning inter alia the impact of climate change on developing countries 

· Council conclusions on Court of Auditors' Special Report No 10/2008 concerning EC development assistance to health services in sub-Saharan Africa 

· Selection of Director and appointment of three members of the Executive Board of the Centre for the Development of Enterprise (CDE)

· Adoption of EU non-paper on the impact of the financial and economic crisis on developing countries for discussion at G20 meeting in April. Some aspects were included in the conclusions of the March European Council

· Agreement on European Commission mandate for revision of the Cotonou Agreement 

· Signing of interim agreement on economic partnership with Cameroon on 15 January and with the Southern African Development Community (SADC) on 4 June 

· Progress in consultations under the Cotonou Agreement

· EC-ACP joint declaration on climate change and joint resolution on the impact of the financial crisis on developing countries 

· Adoption of EU position on high-level meeting on food safety for all in Madrid

· Military operations: agreement on Operation ALTHEA in Bosnia and Herzegovina, EUFOR Tchad/RCA in Chad and handover to UN of the naval operation ATALANTA against piracy in the Gulf of Aden, EU agreement with the Kenyan government on the detention and trial of captured pirates 

· European initiative for exchange of young officers

· Adoption of 29 legal instruments on extension of EU Special Representatives' mandates for certain territories and other areas of the Common Foreign and Security Policy

· EUMCWG/HTF field: drafting and adoption of EU Force Catalogue 09 (FC 09), which contains revised contributions from EU Member States to EU joint forces. The Council of the EU took note of this document in May .

· Presidency assessment in the field of development of military capabilities 

16. Common commercial policy

Under the Czech Presidency a flexible response to the economic crisis was achieved with the establishment of an EU common position for negotiations at the G20 summit in London. It consisted in a rejection of protectionist measures in international trade. Thus, monitoring of protectionist measures at EU level and in the World Trade Organisation began during the Czech Presidency, as did an EU project to identify obstacles to trade in access to third-country markets. The Czech Presidency relaunched discussion on the modernisation of trade protection instruments and achieved agreement between Member States on a package of measures to increase the transparency of those instruments. 

The Czech Presidency secured a mandate for the negotiation of a trade agreement with Canada and made progress in negotiating a trade agreement with the Republic of Korea. The Czech Presidency led a discussion among Member States on the trade dimension of the Eastern Partnership initiative. The Czech Presidency won the agreement of Member States on the negotiation of free trade agreements with participating countries. The Czech Presidency negotiated Presidency representation in the negotiation of dialogue with China at high political level, which means that all future Presidencies will be able to take part in those negotiations. The involvement of the Czech Presidency in that dialogue contributed to improved preparation of trade issues at the summit with China.

Furthermore, the Czech Presidency pushed through the adoption of a provisional resolution of the dispute with the USA over the ban on imports of beef not treated with hormones into the European Union. This averted US trade sanctions that would have harmed Europe's economy.

The Czech Republic achieved agreement among Member States on a mandate for negotiating full trade liberalisation with processed agricultural products from Switzerland.

Results:

· Adoption of Council measures for a provisional solution to the dispute with the USA over the ban on imports of beef not treated by hormones into the EU

· Agreement of Member States on the negotiation of free trade agreements between the EU and countries participating in the Eastern Partnership

· Multilateral trade system, WTO agenda, Doha development package

· Adoption of a mandate for new negotiations on EU concessions on poultry meat 

· Agreement on two joint candidates for vacated post on WTO Appellate Body 

· Adoption of a mandate for the negotiation of a trade agreement with Canada 

· Joint meeting of the Article 133 Committee and the Transatlantic Relations Working Party (COTRA) (Permanent Representation, p. 20)

· Change of mandate in the Partnership and Cooperation Agreement with Iraq 

· Agreement with Lichtenstein on fighting fraud 

· Continuation of financial mechanisms with countries of the EEA and EFTA

· Mandate for negotiating full trade liberalisation for processed agricultural products with Switzerland 

· Progress in implementing the market access strategy– launch of project to identify main barriers to trade with Brazil, Russian Federation, India and China

· Launch of the monitoring of protectionist measures at EU and WTO level

· Discussion and adoption of EU comments on "negotiating texts" in the field of protection of rights and intellectual property in the framework of a multilateral agreement against counterfeiting 

· Adoption of best practice in trade relations with China

Annexes

Achievements of the Czech Presidency in legislation – in the codecision process with the European Parliament

Situation as of 13 May :

· COREPER II: agreement on 12 codecision legislative proposals

· COREPER I: agreement on 37 codecision legislative proposals

· Special Committee on Agriculture: agreement on1 codecision legislative proposal

COREPER II:

· Revision of Directive on the taking-up and pursuit of the business of Insurance and Reinsurance (Solvency II), vote in European Parliament: 22 April - adopted

· Revision of Directive on electronic money institutions (E-money Directive), vote in European Parliament: 24 April - adopted

· Regulation on cross-border payments in euro, vote in European Parliament: 24 April - adopted

· Code on Visas, vote in European Parliament: 24 April - adopted

· Common Consular Instructions, vote in European Parliament: 25 March - adopted

· Community guarantees for EIB loans, vote in European Parliament: 25 March – adopted

· Regulation on the conclusion of bilateral agreements between Member States and third countries concerning sectorial matters and covering applicable law in contractual and non‑contractual obligations, vote in European Parliament: 7 May - adopted

· Penalties for pollution caused by vessels, vote in European Parliament: 5 May – adopted

· Economic Recovery Plan: energy projects, vote in European Parliament: 6 May - adopted

· Credit rating agencies Regulation, vote in European Parliament: 23 April - adopted

· Revision of capital requirements Directive, vote in European Parliament: 6 May - adopted

· Community programme to support specific activities in the field of financial services, financial reporting and auditing, vote in European Parliament: 6 May – adopted

COREPER I:

· Regulation concerning type-approval requirements for the general safety of motor vehicles, vote in the European Parliament: 10 March - adopted

· Regulation concerning Community statistics on the information society, vote in the European Parliament: 2 April - adopted

· Directive concerning the placing of biocidal products on the market - extension of certain time periods, vote in the European Parliament: 24 March - adopted

· Regulation on ozone depleting substances, vote in the European Parliament: 24 March - adopted

· Revision of the Regulation on cosmetic products, vote in the European Parliament: 24 March - adopted

· Air transport package (revision of the Regulation creating the European Single Sky and the Regulation extending the competences of the European Aviation Safety Agency to airspace and aerodromes), vote in the European Parliament: 25 March - adopted

· Regulation on the voluntary participation by organisations in a Community eco-management and audit scheme (EMAS), vote in the European Parliament: 2 April - adopted

· Regulation on a Community Ecolabel scheme, vote in the European Parliament: 2 April - adopted

· Revision of the Ecodesign Directive, vote in the European Parliament: 2 April - adopted

· Social security package (Regulation on the coordination of social security provision for migrants, Implementing Regulation  on the coordination of social security provision for migrants), vote in the European Parliament: 22 April - adopted

· Road transport package (Regulation on access to the international road haulage market, Regulation on access to the passenger road transport market, Regulation on conditions to be complied with to pursue the occupation of road transport operator), vote in the European Parliament: 23 April - adopted

· Establishment of a European metrology research and development programme, vote in the European Parliament: 22 April - adopted

· Third energy package (Directive concerning common rules for the internal market in electricity, Directive concerning common rules for the internal market in natural gas, Regulation establishing an Agency for the Cooperation of Energy Regulators, Regulation on conditions for access to the network for cross-border exchanges in electricity, Regulation on conditions for access to gas transmission networks), vote in the European Parliament: 22 April - adopted

· Revision of the Roaming Regulation, vote in the European Parliament: 22 April - adopted

· Revision of the GSM Directive, vote in the European Parliament: 6 May - adopted

· Regulation concerning statistics on plant protection products, vote in the European Parliament: 22 April - partially adopted 

· Revision of the Regulation on establishing the European Globalisation Adjustment Fund, vote in the European Parliament: 6 May - adopted

· Simplification of the 3rd and 6th Directive in the field of company law, vote in the European Parliament: 22 April - adopted

· Regulation on animal by-products not intended for human consumption, vote in the European Parliament: 22 April - adopted

· Interoperability solutions for European public administrations, vote in the European Parliament: 22 April - adopted

· Directive on machinery for pesticide application, vote in the European Parliament: 22 April - adopted

· Marco Polo II programme, vote in the European Parliament: 23 April - adopted

· Directive on Stage II petrol vapour recovery during refuelling of passenger cars at service stations, vote in the European Parliament: 5 May - adopted

· Decision establishing the Media Mundus programme, vote in the European Parliament: 7 May - adopted

· Telecommunications package (Regulation establishing the European Electronic Communications Market Authority, revision of the regulatory framework for electronic communications - Better Regulation Directive, revision of the regulatory framework for electronic communications - Citizens' Rights Directive), vote in the European Parliament: 6 May - partially adopted 

· Revision of the Regulation on common rules for the allocation of slots at Community airports, vote in the European Parliament: 7 May - adopted

· Regulation concerning trade in seal products, vote in the European Parliament: 5 May - adopted

Special Committee on Agriculture:

· Regulation concerning the general rules on the definition, description and presentation of aromatised wines, aromatised wine-based drinks and aromatised wine-product cocktails, vote in the European Parliament: 19 February – adopted

Achievements of the Czech Presidency in the legislative field – other than through the codecision procedure with the European Parliament

Position as at 18 June 2009:

· COREPER I: agreed 15 legislative proposals not covered by the codecision procedure

· COREPER II: agreed 8 legislative proposals not covered by the codecision procedure

· Adopted by the Council: agreed 11 proposals not covered by the codecision procedure

Consultation procedure – position as at 18 June 2009

In addition to 50 legislative proposals negotiated through the codecision procedure on which compromises have been achieved during the Czech Presidency, agreement has also been reached, to date, on 23 legislative proposals negotiated via the consultation procedure, with negotiations currently in progress on a further four proposals which may be agreed on or adopted by the end of the Czech Presidency. COREPER I has also reached agreement, to date, on 15 legislative proposals, with negotiations ongoing on a further four proposals for which political agreement, and possibly their formal adoption, is expected before the end of the Czech Presidency. In COREPER II agreement was reached on eight legislative proposals. 

In the consultation procedure, the European Parliament plays a less prominent role than in codecision. The European Parliament issues its own opinions regardless of the current state of negotiations in the Council; these are not binding on the Council, which is not obliged to take account of them. Although the EP's current term of office has already ended, negotiations are still in progress within the Council - i.e. in the Council's working parties - on a series of legislative proposals. Among the most important proposals on which agreement has been reached during the Czech Presidency are the proposals concerning VAT and amendments to the Regulation on support for rural development, and political agreement on the form of the Directive on nuclear safety, which had been the subject of negotiations in the Council for more than five years. 

Summary of legislative proposals –  COREPER I

Legislation already adopted or agreed on:

1. Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No 1698/2005 on support for rural development by the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD). EP opinion: 6 May 2009. Adopted by the Council: 25 May 2009

2. Regulation on the conclusion of the Agreement between the European Community and the Government of the Russian Federation on cooperation in fisheries and the conservation of the living marine resources in the Baltic Sea. EP opinion: 22 May 2007. Adopted by the Council: 23 March 2009

3. Regulation concerning a multi-annual recovery plan for bluefin tuna in the Eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean. EP opinion: 12 March 2009. Adopted by the Council: 6 April 2009

4. Council Regulation  amending Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007 establishing a common organisation of agricultural markets and on specific provisions for certain agricultural products (Single CMO Regulation). EP opinion: 20 November 2008. Adopted by the Council: 25 May 2009

5. Council Regulation on the Community legal framework for a European Research Infrastructure (ERI). EP opinion:19 February 2009. Adopted by the Council: 29 May 2009

6. Council Decision repealing Directive 83/515/EEC and 11 obsolete Decisions in the field of the Common Fisheries Policy. EP opinion: 6 May 2009. Adopted by the Council: 25 May 2009

7. Council Regulation repealing 14 obsolete Regulations in the field of the Common Fisheries Policy. EP opinion: 6 May 2009. Adopted by the Council: 25 May 2009

8. Council Decision concerning the renewal of the Agreement on cooperation in science and technology between the European Community and the Government of the Russian Federation. EP opinion: 3 February 2009. Adopted by the Council: 30 March 2009
9. Council Decision concerning the renewal of the Agreement on cooperation in science and technology between the European Community and the Government of the Russian Federation. EP opinion: 3 February 2009. Adopted by the Council: 30 March 2009

10. Council Decision on the approval of amendments to the Convention on future multilateral cooperation in the North-East Atlantic Fisheries allowing for the establishment of dispute settlement procedures, the extension of the scope of the Convention and a review of the objectives of the Convention. EP opinion:19 February 2009. Adopted by the Council: 5 March 2009

11. Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No 637/2008 as regards the national restructuring programmes for the cotton sector. EP opinion: 22 April 2009. Adopted by the Council: 25 May 2009

12. Council Decision correcting Directive 2008/73/EC simplifying procedures of listing and publishing information in the veterinary and zootechnical fields. EP opinion: 2 April 2009. Adopted by the Council: 5 May 2009

13. Council Directive imposing an obligation on Member States to maintain minimum stocks of crude oil and/or petroleum products. EP opinion: 22 April 2009. Political agreement reached within the Council: 12 June 2009

14. Council Recommendation on patient safety, including the prevention and control of healthcare associated infections. EP opinion: 23 April 2009. Adopted by the Council: 8 June 2009

15. Council Recommendation on a European action in the field of rare diseases. EP opinion: 23 April 2009. Adopted by the Council: 8 June 2009

Legislation which is expected to be adopted or agreed on by the end of the Czech Presidency:

1. Proposal for a Council Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing. EP opinion: 6 May 2009. Expected adoption by the Council: 22 June 2009

2. Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007 establishing a common organisation of agricultural markets as regards the marketing standards for poultrymeat. EP opinion: 5 May 2009. Expected adoption by the Council: 22 June 2009

3. Council Decision on the conclusion of the Agreement between the European Community and the Republic of India on certain aspects of air services. EP opinion: 16 December 2008. Expected adoption by the Council: 22 June 2009
4. Council Decision on the signature and provisional application of the Agreement between the European Community and the State of Israel on certain aspects of air services. EP opinion: 15 September 2008. Expected adoption by the Council: 22 June 2009
Summary of legislative proposals –  COREPER II

Legislation already adopted or agreed on:

1. Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No 332/2002 establishing a facility providing medium-term financial assistance for Member States' balances of payments
 (vote in the EP: 24 April 2009; agreement at the Ecofin Council: 5 May 2009)

2. Directive amending Directive 2006/112/EC as regards reduced rates of value added tax (vote in the EP: 19 February 2009; agreement at the Ecofin Council: 10 March 2009, adopted 5 May 2009)

3. Council Framework Decision on prevention and settlement of conflicts of jurisdiction in criminal proceedings (EP opinion pending; agreement at the JHA Council: 5 and 6 April 2009)
4. Proposal for a Council Directive setting up a Community framework for nuclear safety (EP opinion: 22 April 2009; political agreement reached within the Council, formal adoption  likely by the end of the Czech Presidency)

5. Amendment of the Regulation establishing a procedure for the negotiation and conclusion of bilateral agreements with third countries in the field of family law (vote in the EP: 7 May 2009; political agreement at the JHA Council: 5 June 2009)
6. Council Decision amending Decision 2002/956/JHA setting up a European Network for the Protection of Public Figures
(vote in the EP: 7 May 2009; adopted at the JHA Council: 4 June 2009)

7. Amendment of Directive 2006/112/EC on the common system of value added tax as regards tax evasion linked to import (vote in the EP: 24 April 2009; political agreement reached at the Ecofin Council: 10 June 2009),
8. Amendment of Directive 2006/112/ES EC on the common system of value added tax – technical amendments relating to gas supply and immoveable property (first vote in the EP: 8 July 2008; agreement on the Council's general approach reached at the Ecofin Council: 10 June 2009; vote in the EP on the amended Council text likely before the end of 2009)
Summary of legislative proposals –  adopted by the Council 

A further group of legislative texts are those adopted by the Council without any intervention on the part of the European Parliament. During the Czech Presidency, agreement was reached on 11 such texts, and at least another four should be agreed on by the end of the Presidency. 

Acts already adopted or agreed on:

1. Council Decision on the signing and provisional application of the Agreement between the European Community and the Government of Mongolia on certain aspects of air services, Council Decision adopted: 31 March 2009; agreement signed: 3 April 2009 in Ulan Bator

2. Council Decision on the signing and provisional application of the Agreement between the European Community and the Republic of Korea on certain aspects of air services, Council Decision adopted: 31 March 2009; agreement signed: 23 May 2009 in Seoul
3. Council Decision on the signature of an Agreement between the European Community and Canada on civil aviation safety, Council Decision adopted: 31 March 2009; agreement signed: 6 May 2009 in Prague

4. Council Decision for the establishment of the Community position in the Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC), adopted 28 May 2009

5. Council Decision on the establishment of the Community position to be adopted in the North Atlantic Salmon Conservation Organisation (NASCO), adopted 28 May 2009

6. Council Decision on the establishment of the Community position to be adopted in the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission, adopted 23 March 2009 

7. Council Decisison for the establishment of the Community position in the General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean (GFCM), adopted 16 March 2009
8. Council Decision on the adoption of a supplementary research programme to be implemented by the Joint Research Centre for the European Atomic Energy Community ("High Flux Reactor"), political agreement reached: 25 May 2009; formal adoption under the Swedish Presidency

9.  Council Decision establishing the position to be adopted on behalf of the Community within the Food Aid Committee as regards the extension of the Food Aid Convention 1999, adopted 27 April 2009

10. Council Decision concerning the conclusion of an Agreement in the form of an Exchange of Letters on the provisional application of the Protocol setting out the fishing opportunities and financial contribution provided for in the Fisheries Partnership Agreement between the European Community and the Republic of Guinea on fishing off the coast of Guinea for the period from 1 January 2009 to 31 December 2012, adopted 28 May 2009
11. Revision of Regulation setting up a Community regime for the control of exports, transfer, brokering and transit of dual-use items, adopted 5 May 2009

Legislation which is expected to be adopted or agreed on by the end of the Czech Presidency:

1. Proposal for a Council Decision on the signature and provisional application of the EU‑Canada Air Transport Agreement

The Council of Transport Ministers agreed the content of the agreement on 30 March 2009, but the Council Decision has not yet been officially adopted since the language versions of the agreement have yet to be finalised (Canada still has not provided its linguistic comments on most of the language versions).

2. Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Council Regulation (EC) No 1386/2007 laying down conservation and enforcement measures applicable in the Regulatory Area of the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Organisation. Adopted by the Council: 22 June 2009.

3. Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the non-inclusion of methomyl in Annex I to Council Directive 91/414/EEC and the withdrawal of authorisations for plant protection products containing that substance. Adopted by the Council: 25 June 2009.

4. Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the non-inclusion of paraffin oils CAS No 64742-46-7, 72623-86-0, 97862-82-3 in Annex I to Council Directive 91/414/EEC and the withdrawal of authorisations for plant protection products containing those substances. Adopted by the Council: 25 June 2009.

5. Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the non-inclusion of paraffin oil CAS 8042-47-5 in Annex I to Council Directive 91/414/EEC and the withdrawal of authorisations for plant protection products containing that substance. Adopted by the Council: 25 June 2009.

European Councils and Ministerial Councils

European Councils:

· 1 March 2009, Brussels – informal

· 19 – 20 March 2009, Brussels

· 18 – 19 June 2009, Brussels

Formal Councils of Ministers:

	Title
	Start
	End

	Transport, Telecommunications And Energy Council
	12/1/2009
	12/1/2009

	2918th Agriculture And Fisheries Council
	19/1/2009
	19/1/2009

	2919th Economic And Financial Affairs Council
	20/1/2009
	20/1/2009

	2920th General Aff. And Ext. Relations Council (Gen.Aff.)
	26/1/2009
	26/1/2009

	2921st General Aff. And Ext. Relations Council (Ext.Rel.)
	26/1/2009
	26/1/2009

	2922nd Economic And Financial Affairs Council
	10/2/2009
	10/2/2009

	2923rd Education, Youth And Culture Council
	16/2/2009
	16/2/2009

	2924th Transport, Telecommunications And Energy Council
	19/2/2009
	19/2/2009

	2925th General Aff. And Ext. Relations Council
	23/2/2009
	23/2/2009

	2926th General Aff. And Ext. Relations Council
	23/2/2009
	24/2/2009

	2927th Justice And Home Affairs Council / Mixed Cttee
	26/2/2009
	27/2/2009

	2928th Environment Council
	2/3/2009
	2/3/2009

	2929th Competitiveness (Internal Market, Industry And Research) Council
	5/3/2009
	6/3/2009

	2930th Employment, Social Policy, Health And Consumer Affairs Council
	9/3/2009
	9/3/2009

	2931st Economic And Financial Affairs Council
	10/3/2009
	10/3/2009

	2932nd General Aff. And Ext. Relations Council (Gac)
	16/3/2009
	16/3/2009

	2933rd General Aff. And Ext. Relations Council (Fac)
	16/3/2009
	17/3/2009

	2934th Agriculture And Fisheries Council
	23/3/2009
	23/3/2009

	2935th Transport, Telecommunications And Energy Council
	30/3/2009
	31/3/2009

	Luxembourg: 2936th Justice And Home Affairs Council
	6/4/2009
	6/4/2009

	Luxemburg:2937th Agriculture And Fisheries Council
	23/4/2009
	24/4/2009

	Luxemburg: 2938th General Aff. And Ext. Relations Council
	27/4/2009
	27/4/2009

	Luxemburg: 2939th General Aff. And Ext. Relations Council
	27/4/2009
	28/4/2009

	Luxembourg: Extraordinary Employment, Social Policy, Health And Consumer Affairs Council
	30/4/2009
	30/4/2009

	2940th Economic And Financial Affairs Council
	5/5/2009
	5/5/2009

	2941st Education, Youth And Culture Council
	11/5/2009
	12/5/2009

	2942nd General Aff. And Ext. Relations Council (Gac)
	18/5/2009
	18/5/2009

	2943rd General Aff. And Ext. Relations Council (Fac)
	19/5/2009
	19/5/2009

	2944th Agriculture And Fisheries Council
	25/5/2009
	25/5/2009

	2945th Competitiveness (Internal Market, Industry And Research) Council
	28/5/2009
	29/5/2009

	Luxemburg:2946th Justice And Home Affairs Council
	4/6/2009
	5/6/2009

	Luxemburg: 2947th Employment, Social Policy, Health And Consumer Affairs Council
	8/6/2009
	9/6/2009

	Luxemburg:2948th Economic And Financial Affairs Council
	9/6/2009
	9/6/2009

	Luxemburg: 2949th Transport, Telecommunications And Energy Council
	11/6/2009
	12/6/2009

	Luxemburg: 2950th General Aff. And Ext. Relations Council
	15/6/2009
	15/6/2009

	Luxemburg: 2951st General Aff. And Ext. Relations Council
	16/6/2009
	16/6/2009

	Luxemburg: 2952th Agriculture And Fisheries Council
	22/6/2009
	23/6/2009

	Luxemburg: 2953rd Environment Council
	25/6/2009
	25/6/2009


Pramen: Generální sekretariát rady, 2009.

Informal Meetings of Ministers held in the Czech Republic

	Title
	Place
	Date

	1
	Informal Meeting of General Aff. And Ext. Relations Ministers
	Prague
	8/1/2009

	2
	Informal Meeting of Justice And Home Affairs Ministers
	Prague
	15/1/2009 – 16/1/2009

	3
	Informal Meeting of Employment, Social Policy, Health And Consumer Affairs Ministers
	Luhačovice
	22/1/2009 – 24/1/2009

	4
	Informal Meeting of Development Ministers
	Prague
	29/1/2009 – 30/1/2009

	5
	Informal Meeting of Ministers for Family Affairs
	Prague
	4/2/2009 – 5/2/2009

	6
	Informal Meeting of Defence Ministers
	Prague
	12/3/2009 – 13/3/2009

	7
	Informal Meeting of Ministers for Education
	Prague
	 22/3/2009 – 23/3/2009

	8
	Informal Meeting of Ministers of Foreign Affairs (Gymnich)
	Hluboká nad Vltavou
	27/3/2009 – 28/3/2009

	9
	Informal Meeting of Economic And Financial Affairs Ministers
	Prague
	3/4/2009 –  4/4/2009

	10
	Informal Meeting of Environment Ministers
	Prague
	14/4/2009 – 15/4/2009

	11
	Informal Meeting of Ministers of Regional Development
	Mariánské Lázně
	23/4/2009 – 24/4/2009

	12
	Informal Meeting of Transport, Telecommunications And Energy Ministers
	Litoměřice
	28/4/2009 – 30/4/2009

	13
	Informal Meeting of Ministers responsible for competitiveness
	Prague
	 3/5/2009 –  5/5/2009

	14
	Agriculture And Fisheries Council
	Brno
	31/5/2009 –  2/6/2009


Other Achievements
· Summits


-
EU - Eastern Partnership Summit (7. 5. 2009) 


-
EU - Southern Corridor Summit (8. 5. 2009)


-
EU - Russia Summit (21. - 22. 5. 2009)


-
EU – Japan  Summit (4. 5. 2009)


-
EU – China Summit (20. 5. 2009)


-
EU – Republic of Korea  Summit (23. 5. 2009)


-
EU – Pakistan  Summit (17. 6. 2009)


-
EU – Jordan Summit (17. 6. 2009)


-
EU – Canada Summit (6. 5. 2009)


-
Informal Summit EU27 – USA (5. 4. 2009)

· Foreign Affairs Ministers meetings

-
EU27 – Rio Group ministerial meeting (13. 5. 2009)

-
27 – ASEM ministerial meeting (scheduled for  25. - 26. 5. 2009)

-
27 – ASEAN ministerial meeting (scheduled for 27. - 28. 5. 2009)

-
EU-GCC ministerial meeting (29.4.)

· Ministerial Troika meetings


-
EU – Ukraine ministerial troika (5. 2. 2009)


-
EU – Russia ministerial troika (11. 2. 2009)


-
EU – Belarus ministerial troika (27. 1. 2009)


-
EU – Central Asia ministerial troika (29. - 30. 5. 2009)


-
EU – Cuba ministerial troika (11. 5. 2009)


-
EU – Mercosur ministerial troika (14. 5. 2009)


-
EU – Central America ministerial troika (14. 5. 2009)


-
EU – Afghanistan ministerial troika (28. 1. 2009)


-
EU – Pakistan ministerial troika (13. 3. 2009)


-
EU – New Zealand ministerial troika (18. 5. 2009)


-
EU – Burma/Myanmar ministerial troika (25. - 26. 5. 2009)


-
EU – USA ministerial troika (6. 3. 2009)


-
EU – IGAD ministerial troika (31. 3. 2009)


-
EU – Cape Verde ministerial troika (7. 5. 2009)


-
EU – Serbia ministerial troika (26. 1. 2009)


-
EU – Montenegro ministerial troika (24. 2. 2009)


-
EU – Albania ministerial troika (16. 3. 2009)


-
EU – AU ministerial troika (28. 4. 2009)


-
EU – Nigeria ministerial troika

-
EU – ECOWAS ministerial troika
· Joint Council meeting


-
EU – Mexico Joint Council (14. 5. 2009)

· Association Council meetings


-
EU – Chile Association Council (14. 5. 2009)


-
EU – Albania Stabilisation and  Association Council (18. 5. 2009)

· Permanent Partnership Council meetings

-
EU-Russia  Permanent Partnership – in configuration of Foreign Ministers (28. 4. 2009), Ministers for Energy (30. 4. 2009), Justice and Home Affairs (14. - 15. 5. 2009)

· Troikas of Political Directors


-
EU – Ukraine Troika of Political Directors (16. 1. 2009)


-
EU – Russia Troika of Political Directors  (8. 4. 2009)


-
EU – USA Troika of Political Directors (9. 1. 2009)


-
EU – Canada Troika of Political Directors (scheduled for 23. 6. 2009)


-
EU – Brazil Troika of Political Directors (24. 3. 2009)


-
EU – Cuba Troika of Political Directors (17. 4. 2009)


-
Troika of Political Directors - Iraq (19. 5. 2009)

· Strategic dialogue


-
EU – China strategic dialogue (19. 1. 2009)

· Association Council meetings


-
EU – Egypt Association Council (27. 4. 2009)


-
EU – Lebanon Association Council (24. 2. 2009)

· Other meetings


-
Talks by Karel Schwarzenberg, Minister for Foreign Affairs, in the USA 


(8. - 10. 2. 2009)


-
Talks by Czech President Vaclav. Klaus, in the USA (5. - 9. 3. 2009)


-
Talks by Ivan Langer, Minister for the Interior, and Jacques Barrot, Vice-


President of the EC, in the USA (16. - 17. 3. 2009)


-
Talks by Aleksandr Vondra, Deputy Prime Minister for European Affairs, in the 

USA (23  - 24. 3. 2009)


-
Meeting of Martin Bursík, Minister for the Environment (7. 5. 2009)


-
Visit of the EU Ministerial Troika led by Karel Schwarzenberg, Minister for 

Foreign Affairs, to the Near East (4. - 6. 1. 2009)


-
Talks by Karel Schwarzenberg, Minister for Foreign Affairs in Egypt, talks with 

the Egyptian and Palestinian ministers about Gaza (17. 1. 2009)


-
Talks by the Prime Minister Mirek Topolánek and Karel Schwarzenberg, Minister 

for Foreign Affairs, at the Sharm El Sheikh summit on Gaza (18. 1. 2009)


-
Talks by Karel Schwarzenberg, Minister for Foreign Affairs, at the Gaza 


Reconstruction Conference in Sharm El Sheikh (2. 3. 2009)
List of COREPER II meetings
	Description
	Date

	2257th Coreper II
	7/1/2009

	2258th Coreper II
	14/1/2009

	Coreper II Informal
	15/1/2009

	2259th Coreper II
	22/1/2009

	Coreper II
	26/1/2009

	2260th Coreper II
	28/1/2009

	2261st Coreper II
	4/2/2009

	2262nd Coreper II
	11/2/2009

	2263rd Coreper II
	18/2/2009

	2264th Coreper II
	25/2/2009

	2265th Coreper II
	4/3/2009

	2266th Coreper II
	12/3/2009

	2266th Coreper II (Suite)
	13/3/2009

	2266th Coreper II
	16/3/2009

	2268th Coreper II
	25/3/2009

	2268th Coreper II (Suite)
	26/3/2009

	2269th Coreper II
	1/4/2009

	2270th Coreper II
	7/4/2009

	2271st Coreper II
	23/4/2009

	2272nd Coreper II
	29/4/2009

	2273rd Coreper II
	6/5/2009

	2274th Coreper II
	14/5/2009

	2274th Coreper II
	18/5/2009

	2275th Coreper II
	20/5/2009

	2276th Coreper II
	27/5/2009

	2277th Coreper II
	3/6/2009

	Luxembourg: 2277th Coreper II
	9/6/2009

	2278th Coreper II
	10/6/2009

	2278th Coreper II
	11/6/2009

	Luxembourg: 2278th Coreper II
	15/6/2009

	Coreper II(Special)
	16/6/2009

	2280th Coreper II
	24/6/2009


Source: General Secretariat of the Council, 2009.

List of COREPER I meetings

	Description
	Date

	Extraordinary Coreper I
	5/1/2009

	2257th Coreper I
	9/1/2009

	2257th Coreper I
	12/1/2009

	2258th Coreper I
	16/1/2009

	2259th Coreper I
	21/1/2009

	2260th Coreper I
	28/1/2009

	2260th Coreper I
	30/1/2009

	2261st Coreper I
	4/2/2009

	2261st Coreper I
	6/2/2009

	2262nd Coreper I
	11/2/2009

	2262nd Coreper I
	13/2/2009

	2263rd Coreper I
	18/2/2009

	2263rd Coreper I
	20/2/2009

	2264th Coreper I
	25/2/2009

	2264th Coreper I
	27/2/2009

	2265th Coreper I
	4/3/2009

	Coreper I
	5/3/2009

	2266th Coreper I
	11/3/2009

	2266th Coreper I
	13/3/2009

	2267th Coreper I
	17/3/2009

	Coreper I
	23/3/2009

	2268th Coreper I
	25/3/2009

	2268th Coreper I
	27/3/2009

	2269th Coreper I
	1/4/2009

	2270th Coreper I
	7/4/2009

	Coreper I
	21/4/2009

	2271st Coreper I
	22/4/2009

	2271st Coreper I
	24/4/2009

	2272nd Coreper I
	29/4/2009

	2273rd Coreper I
	6/5/2009

	2274th Coreper I
	13/5/2009

	2274th Coreper I
	15/5/2009

	2275th Coreper I
	20/5/2009

	2276th Coreper I
	27/5/2009

	2277th Coreper I
	3/6/2009

	2277th Coreper I
	4/6/2009

	2278th Coreper I
	10/6/2009

	2279th Coreper I
	16/6/2009

	2280th Coreper I
	24/6/2009


Source: General Secretariat of the Council, 2009.

Speeches of representatives of the Czech Republic in the European Parliament and their participation in other official programme of the parliament. 
	Date
	Place
	Ministry
	Government Representative

	13.–14. 1. 2009
	Strasbourg
	MVEZ
	MVEZ - Vondra

	14. 1. 2009
	Strasbourg
	ÚV
	ÚV - Topolánek

	14. 1. 2009
	Strasbourg
	MZV
	MZV- Schwarzenberg

	19. 1. 2009
	Brussels
	MŠMT, MK
	MŠMT - Liška

MK - Jehlička

	19. 1. 2009
	Brussels
	ÚV - MLP
	MLP - Stehlíková

	19. 1. 2009
	Brussels
	MMR
	MMR - Čunek

	19. 1. 2009
	Brussels
	MŠMT
	MŠMT - Liška

	20. 1. 2009
	Brussels
	PSP, Senát, MVEZ
	MVEZ - Vondra



	20. 1. 2009
	Brussels
	MPO
	MPO - Říman

	20. 1. 2009
	Brussels
	MZV
	MZV - Schwarzenberg

	20. 1. 2009
	Brussels
	MPSV
	MSPV - Nečas

	20. 1. 2009
	Brussels
	Mze
	MZe - Gandalovič

	20. 1. 2009
	Brussels
	MSp
	MSp - Pospíšil

	21. 1. 2009
	Brussels
	MV, MSp
	MV - Langer

MSp - Pospíšil

	21. 1. 2009
	Brussels
	MPO, MV
	MPO - Říman

MV - Langer

	21. 1. 2009
	Brussels
	MF
	MF - Kalousek

	21. 1. 2009
	Brussels
	MZe
	MZe - Gandalovič

	21. 1. 2009
	Brussels
	MŽP, MZdr
	MŽP - Bursík

MZdr - Julínek

	21. 1. 2009
	Brussels
	MZV
	MZV - NM Kohout

	21. 1. 2009
	Brussels
	MPO
	MPO - Říman

	22. 1. 2009
	Brussels
	MVEZ
	MVEZ - Vondra

	22. 1. 2009
	Brussels
	MZe
	MZe - Gandalovič

	26. 1. 2009
	Prague
	Senát VÚZP + VHZD, MPO, MŽp
	MPO - Říman  

MŽp - Bursík

	27. 1. 2009
	Brussels
	MZV
	MZV - NM Kohout

	3.–4. 2. 2009
	Strasbourg
	MVEZ, MŽp
	MVEZ - Vondra

MŽp - Bursík

	10. 2. 2009
	Prague
	Senát VEU, PSP - VEZ, MVEZ
	MVEZ - Vondra

	10. 2. 2009
	Brussels
	MD
	MD - Bendl

	11.–12. 2. 2009
	Brussels
	PČR, MF
	MF - Kalousek

	16. 2. 2009
	Brussels
	MF
	MF - Kalousek

	16.–17. 2. 2009
	Brussels
	Senát, PSP, ÚV
	ÚV - Topolánek

MF - Kalousek

	18.–19. 2. 2009
	Brussels
	MVEZ
	MVEZ - Vondra

	19. 2. 2008
	Brussels
	KPR
	KPR - Klaus

	24. 2. 2009
	Brussels
	MZV
	MZV - NM Kohout

	25.–26. 2. 2009
	Prague
	MPO, MV, MŠMT, PČR
	MPO - Říman

MV - Langer

MŠMT - Liška

	5. 3. 2009
	Brussels
	ÚV - MLP
	ÚV MLP - Kocáb

	9.–10. 3. 2009
	Prague
	PSP - ZV, ÚV, MZV
	ÚV - Topolánek

MZV - Schwarzenberg

	10.–11. 3. 2009
	Strasbourg
	MVEZ
	MVEZ - Vondra

	17. 3. 2009
	Brussels
	MPSV
	MPSV - Nečas

	17. 3. 2009
	Brussels
	MZV
	MZV - Schwarzenberg

	17. 3. 2009
	Brussels
	MZV
	MZV -NM Kohout

	18. 3. 2009
	Brussels
	EP/MVEZ
	MVEZ - Vondra

	23. 3. 2009
	Strasbourg
	MZV
	MZV - NM Kohout

	25. 3. 2009
	Strasbourg
	ÚV
	ÚV - Topolánek

	25. 3. 2009
	Strasbourg
	MVEZ
	MVEZ - Vondra

	31. 3.–1. 4. 2009
	Prague
	MVEZ, MMR, PSP - RV
	MVEZ - Vondra

MMR - NM Koliba

	1. 4. 2009
	Brussels
	MPSV
	MPSV - Nečas



	1.–2. 4. 2009
	Brussels
	MVEZ
	MVEZ - Vondra

	2. 4. 2009
	Brussels
	MŽP
	MŽP - Bursík

	6.–7. 4. 2009
	Prague
	ÚV, MZV
	ÚV - Topolánek

MZV - NM Kohout

	15. 4. 2009
	Brussels
	MPSV
	MPSV - Nečas



	17.–20. 4. 2009
	Prague
	PSP, Senát
	MZV - Schwarzenberg

	22.–23. 4. 2009
	Strasbourg
	MVEZ
	MD - Bendl

MZdr - Filipiová

MPSV - Nečas

	27. 4. 2009
	Brussels
	MPSV
	MPSV - Nečas



	27.–28. 4. 2009
	Prague
	PSP - HV + RV, ÚV, MF
	ÚV - Topolánek

MF - Kalousek

	28. 4. 2009
	Brussels 
	MZV
	MZV - NM Kohout

	5.–6. 5. 2009
	Strasbourg
	MVEZ
	MVEZ - Vondra                MZV - NM Kohout MPSV -  NM Sedlacek

	7. 5. 2009
	Strasbourg
	MZV
	MZV - NM Kohout

	11.–12. 5. 2009
	Prague
	PSP - VEZ, Senát - VEU, ÚV, MZV, MF, ÚV MLP
	ÚV - Fišer

MZV - Kohout

MF - Janota

ÚV MLP - Kocáb


Note: MVEZ – Deputy Prime Minister, ÚV – Government Office, MZV – Ministry of Foreign Affairs, MŠMT – Ministry of Education, MK – Ministry of Culture, MLP – Minister for Human Rights, MMR – Minister of Regional Development, PSP – House of Deputies, Senát – Senate, MPO – Ministry of Industry and Trade, MPSV – Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs, Mze – Ministry of Agriculture, PSp – Ministry of Justice, MV – Ministry of Interior, MF – Ministry of Finance, MŽP – Ministry of Environment, MD – Ministry of Transport, KPR – Office of the President
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