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Thank you, Mr. President,

Czechia aligns itself with the EU statement.

We welcome the report of the Independent Expert that serves as a useful guidance and refutes some often repeated misinterpretations in UN discussions.

We echo his conclusion that the freedom of religion or belief is fully compatible and intersected with the freedom from violence and discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity.

No human right is above another. None can justify a violation of another. One should be upheld in symbiosis with the other and vice versa.

We need to be clear that standing for LGBTI rights is not about imposing new principles at odds with any religions or beliefs. It is about upholding the core principles of international human rights law that are common to all of us. It is not about creating a new system of a special protection. It is about striving for the equal protection of all.

Mr Madrigal-Borloz,

Could you elaborate more on how can States better foster inclusivity and mutual respect through dialogue between those holding diverse religious and other beliefs, including persons who identify as LGBTI and persons who do not?

Finally, we wish to reiterate our support to your mandate and applaud your work over the past years. 

Thank you.



