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Thank you, Mr. President,
Czechia aligns itself with the EU statement.
The Special Rapporteur’s message to this Council is clear. Over the past year, the already dire situation of human rights in Belarus has further deteriorated.
Belarus has intensified its attacks on individuals for exercising their rights to freedom of opinion, peaceful assembly, and association. The number of persons arbitrarily detained on politically motivated charges has grown, with those facing torture and other ill-treatment, inhumane conditions, and harsh lengthy sentences, being deprived of their rights to a fair trial. The legislative measures, especially those expanding the use of the death penalty, as well as Belarus’ withdrawal from the Optional protocol to ICCPR are deeply concerning. The civic space in Belarus has de facto been eradicated. Environment of impunity and fear of repression prevails.
We again urge Belarus to fully abide by its obligations under international human rights law and create a safe environment in which everybody can equally and fully enjoy all human rights, and civil society can operate free from hindrance, insecurity and reprisals.
All political prisoners must be released immediately and unconditionally, and the ongoing terror must be stopped once and for all.
Madam Special Rapporteur,
[bookmark: _GoBack]In your report, you paid particular attention to the crackdown against academics, teachers, and students in Belarus for holding and expressing dissenting opinions. How could the international community effectively support also those who have not yet fled the country?
Thank you.
