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Czech Republic

Follow-up on the Accra Agenda for Action
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 MACROBUTTON NUMBERING  MACROBUTTON PARADOC .

The Czech Republic is committed to the Paris and Accra agenda. Aid effectiveness was one of the main driving forces behind the recent reform to the Czech system of providing development assistance. 

2 MACROBUTTON NUMBERING .

The reform process was also inspired by the Special review of the Czech development cooperation conducted by the OECD/DAC in 2007 and consisted of: 

· Reduction of redundancies and a centralization of development cooperation responsibilities with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

· Creation of the Czech Development Agency as an implementation body under the oversight of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

· Establishment of the Czech Council for Development Cooperation as an advisory body to ensure better coherence and coordination of Czech ODA.

· Preparation of a draft Law on International Development Cooperation and Humanitarian Aid (to be submitted to the Government in May 2009) and subsequent Guidelines for Providing Development assistance and Humanitarian Aid.

· Preparation of a new Concept Paper of Czech Development Cooperation and updated Country Strategy Papers with priority partner countries for the next period.

3 MACROBUTTON NUMBERING .

The Czech Republic does not envisage publishing a separate action plan on aid effectiveness. However, all aspects of aid effectiveness will be analysed and taken into account when preparing the Concept Paper of Czech Development Cooperation for the period 2010-2015. 

Policy dialogue on development (para. 13b)

4 MACROBUTTON NUMBERING .

The Czech Ministry of Foreign Affairs has actively sought and promoted the involvement of Parliamentarians, CSOs, local governments and research institutions in the policy debate on development (e.g. through the Czech Council on Development Cooperation). 

5 MACROBUTTON NUMBERING .

A Sub-Committee on International Development to the Committee on Foreign Affairs was recently created in the Chamber of Deputies of the Czech Parliament. 

Capacity development and trilateral cooperation (para. 14b and 19a)

6 MACROBUTTON NUMBERING .

The Czech Republic has continually supported the engagement of emerging donors into the aid effectiveness agenda through DAC Outreach and other processes. 

7 MACROBUTTON NUMBERING .

The Czech Republic has taken an active part in trilateral arrangements which are particularly conducive for capacity building both in emerging donor and partner countries. Trilateral cooperation was presented at the Marketplace in Accra as a contribution by the Czech Republic to the ongoing debate on best practices.

8 MACROBUTTON NUMBERING .

The Czech Republic supports capacity-building in partner countries in a number of ways including public financial management, which is itself a prerequisite for strengthening and using country systems of partner countries.

Country systems (para. 15d)

9 MACROBUTTON NUMBERING .

As part of the draft Law on International Development Cooperation and Humanitarian Aid (to be submitted to the Government in May 2009), the Czech Republic intends to create a legal and institutional framework for providing financial support to partner countries (including sector and general budget support). 

10 MACROBUTTON NUMBERING .

The actual use of partner country systems and new modalities such as budget support will be considered on a case-by-case basis. Such considerations (including criteria for financial support) will be taken into account when preparing the new Concept Paper of Czech Development Cooperation for the period 2010-2015.

Division of Labour (para. 17)
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The Czech Republic substantially reduced fragmentation of its ODA in 2005 by selecting 8 priority partner countries (compared to support given to about 40 countries in the previous period). No more than three focal sectors are supported in each country. The forthcoming Concept Paper for the period 2010-2015 may consider recommending further concentration based on territorial and sectoral priorities and Czech comparative advantages. 

12 MACROBUTTON NUMBERING .

 As part of the draft Law on International Development Cooperation and Humanitarian Aid, the Czech Republic intends to create a legal and institutional framework for providing and receiving delegated cooperation and for various co-financing arrangements. The actual use of these arrangements will be considered when preparing the forthcoming Concept paper on Czech ODA.

13 MACROBUTTON NUMBERING .

The Czech Republic supports implementation of the EU Code of Conduct on Complementarity and Division of Labour and has volunteered to facilitate the process in Moldova and Mongolia.

Conditionality (para. 25b)

14 MACROBUTTON NUMBERING .

Except for certain general criteria for selection of priority partner countries (including GNI per capita, good democratic and macroeconomic governance, and historic relations to the donor country), the Czech Republic does not use any conditionality in providing development assistance. 

15 MACROBUTTON NUMBERING .

If new aid modalities were adopted in the future (see para 8), the Czech Republic would apply transparent criteria (e.g. for the provision of budget support etc).

Transparency and predictability (para. 26b and 26c)

16 MACROBUTTON NUMBERING .

The Czech Republic has substantially increased its statistical and reporting capacity on ODA flows. Annual plans for development cooperation projects as well as ex-post ODA reporting are regularly published on the MFA website. 

17 MACROBUTTON NUMBERING .

The Czech Republic also provides regular and updated information on its rolling three year expenditure plans as part of the annual plans for Czech ODA and medium-term budgetary outlooks. 













