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1.   Political and economical relations

The fall of Communism in 1989 and dismemberment of the Soviet Union in 1991 substantially influenced the relations between our countries. The natural national ambitions supressed by the Communist totality led to creation of nation states in the former Soviet Socialist Republics as well as to dismemberment of Czechoslovakia. Czech Republic recognized the re-established Republic of Azerbaijan on 8 January 1993. Diplomatic relations between Czech Republic which came into being on 1 January 1993 and Azerbaijan were established on 29 January 1993.


Mutual trade was increasing gradually, gaining speed especially after the year 2000. In 2008 mutual commercial turnover exceeded 1 billion USD with the balance being highly in favor of Azerbaijan. Czech Republic covers as much as 1/4 of its oil consumption from Azerbaijan. In 2010 mutual trade increased by 70% as compared to the previous year. Azerbaijan has become the third biggest trade partner of the Czech Republic in the Commonwealth of Independent Nations (after Russian Federation and Ukraine).

During the first decade of the 21st century also political contacts between Czech Republic and Azerbaijan started to develop. After the mutual visits of foreign ministers of both countries in 2008  these contacts peaked during the Czech Presidency of the European Council in the 1st half of 2009. In May 2009 President of Azerbaijan Mr. Ilham Aliyev participated in the Eastern Partnership summit between European Union and six countries of Eastern Europe and South Caucasus in Prague. The meeting was held on the initiative of the Czech Presidency of the European Union. On the sidelines of the meeting president Aliyev met with the President of the Czech Republic. In 2010 second visit of Czech Minister of Foreign Affairs in Azerbaijan took place during which Czech Embassy in Baku was opened. Azerbaijani Embassy in Prague was opened as early as in 2007. In March 2012 Czech Republic hosted another meeting of Eastern Partnership. Azerbaijan was represented by minister of foreign affairs.
The most important events so far in bilateral political contacts were the mutual visits of Presidents of our countries. Czech President Václav Klaus paid a state visit to Azerbaijan in May 2011. State visit of President Ilham Aliyev to the Czech Republic took place in April 2012. During both visits several agreements including cultural ones were signed. The visits will undoubtedly give new impetus to the bilateral relations. 
In July 2010 regular air line between Prague and Baku operated by Azerbaijani aircrafts was introduced. Now the line operates every day. The frequency of flights reflects the growing contacts between the Czech Republic and Azerbaijan.
2. Azerbaijani literature and culture in the Czech Republic

Relations between Czech Republic, then Czechoslovakia and Azerbaijan have been developing since the late 1940´s and early 1950´s. As the result of the 2nd World War Czechoslovakia was incorporated into the Soviet bloc. Owing to the political constraints of the time mutual relations could have only cultural character. In early 1950s translations were made from Azerbaijani literature, which despite the ideological motivation could at least provide a limited look into Azerbaijani culture (e.g. Mir Djalal´s Manifest of Youth, Mamed Hussain´s Absheron, Mirza Ibrahimov´s A Day Will Come or Manaf Sulaimanov´s The Secret of Depths). 

Along with the modern literature classical Azerbaijani poetry was also promoted.  A poem Seven Princesses by great medieval Azerbaijani poet Nizami Gandjavi was published. Later on Story of Male Virgin and Other Poems was introduced to the Czech public. It was translated from Persian original by a renowned Czech scholar Jan Rypka in cooperation with the outstanding Czech poets as Jaroslav Seifert, the Nobel Prize winner or Vladimír Holan.
In the 1950´s Turkic studies programme was introduced at Charles University in Prague. It helped promoting i.a. the Azerbaijani culture and language on the scholarly basis. One of the first graduates of the course, late Dr. Zdenka Vesela published the first direct translation from Azerbaijani language. It was the story story Post Box by Jalil Mammedguluzade. In 1963 her outline of Azerbaijani literature was published in a volume dedicated to Asian literatures of the USSR. 

In the 1970s and 1980s three other books by Azerbaijani writers were published, unfortunately again from Russian. Yet it already lacked the strong ideological motivation. The outstanding poet Rasul Rza´s collection The Colours, Anar´s Fifth Store of the Four-Storeys House and Yusuf Samedoghlu´s The Day of Execution were published showing both strength of modern Azerbaijani poetry and  storytelling in its reflection of the situation in Azerbaijan of late Soviet times.

In the 1970s a play Woman Behind the Green Door by renowned Azerbaijani screenwriter Rustam Ibrahimbeyov was staged in then Czechoslovakia. This event was remembered at a public discussion with Mr. Ibrahimbeyov held in a Prague theatre Ypsilon in March 2009. The next day at the same stage a Rustam Ibrahimbeyov´s play Last duel of Ivan Bunin was performed by the ensemble of the theatre Ibrus from Baku.


Author of this contribution spent a year studying modern Azerbaijani and comparative literature at the Azerbaijani State University in Baku in 1967/68 as an intern of outstanding Azerbaijani scholar and writer Mir Dzhalal Pashayev. In 1970s he published some minor translations of Azerbaijani fairy tales in magazines and newspapers and a short review of contemporary Azerbaijani literature in the weekend supplement of a regional daily. His translation of Jalil Mammedguluzade´s story The Lost of the Donkey from Azerbaijani language from early 1970s remained unpublished until 2008. 


In 2003 an Association of Azerbaijani expatriates in the Czech Republic was founded which promotes the Azerbaijani culture by organizing concerts, exhibitions and lectures. Opening of an Azerbaijani restaurant is also worth mentioning in this context. Generally very good command of the Czech language by Azerbaijani expatriates and their good integration into the Czech society plays an important role in it. Major role in learning Czech language and promoting Czech Republic in Azerbaijan plays the Czech Language and Cultural Center at the Baku Slavic University, the only University with Czech studies in non-Slavic republics of Commonwealth of Independent States. 
Attention deserves the presentation of Azerbaijani cinematography at the traditional Summer Film School in the town of Uherské Hradiště in 2007. Recently also CD records of Azerbaijani folk music appeared on the Czech market. The successes of the Azerbaijani songs at the European song contest attracted attention also in the Czech Republic. 

In the field of scientific research establishment of Centre of Azerbaijani and Caspian Studies at Masaryk University in Brno in 2008 has to be mentioned. The centre was part of the International Institute of Political Sciences of the University. A quarterly bulletin was published by the Centre. 

As early as in 1995 a new scholarly outline of the history of Azerbaijani literature by Radegast Parolek and the author of this contribution was published as a part of a wider publication devoted mainly to mainly Turkic literatures of CIS. In 2008 and 2009 new translations from Azerbaijani literature have been published. Alongwith the above mentioned The Lost of Donkey by Jalil Mammedguluzade selection of short stories by Mir Jalal  Pashayev  translated by the autor of this contribution were introduced to the Czech book market. 
Azerbaijan as an atractive and fastly modernizing country was presented in a Czech translation of a book by Russian journalist Jurij Sigov called Azerbaijan between East and West with nice coloured pictures of Azerbaijani landscape, historical monuments, modern buildings, Azerbaijani handicrafts and food as well. Ceremonial presentation of the book took place in November 2010 attended by Czech media.
On the occasion of the 20th anniversary of Khodjaly tragedy on February 2012 a public presentation of Azerbaijan and the tragic events similar to those which just 70 years ago afflicted the Czech village of Lidice was organized on one of the bussiest squares in the center of capital Prague. People passing by were interested both in pannels presentning Azerbaijan and the Khodjaly tragedy and the samples of delicious Azerbaijani food and drinks as well.
After three years of scholarly activities in Brno Centre of Azerbaijani and Caspian Studies was transferred in 2011 to the Prague Charles University as a part of the Institute of Middle East and North Africa. The Centre will continue to publish its scientific bulletin concerning the Azerbaijani and Caspian matters. Also a coloured magazine called IRS presenting Azerbaijan to wider public is being published by the Center. For students of Turcology basic course of Azerbaijani language is planned to be introduced.

Thus following the rapid bilateral development of political, economic and commercial relations between the Czech Republic of Azerbaijan public awareness of Azerbaijani culture in the Czech Republic is gradually growing.
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