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TOMAS
CIHLAR

VEDEC, VICEPREZIDENT GILEAD SCIENCES
/ SCIENTIST AND VICE PRESIDENT OF GILEAD SC

USA

Tomas Cihlar se narodil 14. bfezna 1967 v Chomutové. Je
absolventem Vysoké Skoly chemicko-technologické v Praze,
kde vystudoval kvasnou chemii a bioinZenyrstvi. Poté ziskal
védeckou hodnost kandidata véd (CSc.) v Ustavu organické
chemie a biochemie AV CR. Uzce spolupracoval s profe-
sorem Antoninem Holym, jehoZ prace polozila zaklady
moderni antivirové terapie.

Po odchodu do Spojenych statt americkych vroce 1994
se etabloval ve spolecnosti Gilead Sciences, kde se vypra-
coval na pozici viceprezidenta pro virologii a vede strate-
gické projekty vyzkumu a vyvoje antivirovych pripravka.
Mezi jeho klicové tspéchy patfi zasadni podil na vyvoji
remdesiviru, 1éku, ktery sehral vyznamnou roli béhem
pandemie Covid-19.

V dalsi fazi své kariéry vedl vyvoj nové generace preven-
tivni 1é¢by proti viru HIV. Cesky virolog se se svym tymem
postaral o svétovy prilom v 1é¢bé a prevenci HIV - stal
u zrodu latky lenakapavir, kterou Ize aplikovat injekéné
pouze dvakrat rocné a ktera témér stoprocentné chrani
pred nakazou. Dne 26. srpna 2025 udélila Evropska ko-
mise registraci této preventivni injekci s i¢innosti 99,9 %,
ktera byla v Cervnu téhoz roku schvalena také americkym
Uradem pro kontrolu potravin a 1é¢iv (FDA) a pozdéji téz
registracnimi organy v celé radé dalsich zemi. Lék predsta-
vuje dosud nejdéle ptisobici formu prevence HIV a zname-
na zasadni prilom v celosvétovém boji proti HIV/AIDS; po
42 letech od identifikace viru HIV se tak hovoti o mozném
konci epidemie.

Ing. Tomas Cihlaf¥, CSc., je dnes vniman jako jedna z nej-
vyznamnéjsich osobnosti ¢eského pivodu v oblasti svétové
biomediciny.

Na udéleni Ceny Gratias agit byl nominovan za vyjimec-
ny ptinos k propagaci ¢eské védy ve svété. Motto Tomase
Cihlare - ,Chci délat védu, jejimz vysledkem jsou 1éky” —
dokonale vystihuje jeho celozivotni praci, ktera zachraruje
a zlepsuje zivoty milionti lidi. Jeho vedeni vyvoje remdesi-
viru a zcela prevratny objev 1éku proti HIV, stejné jako jeho
schopnost spojovat ceskou védu s globalnim vyzkumem,
predstavuje vzor vyjimecné mezinarodni reprezentace
Ceské republiky.

Tomas Cihlar was born on 14 March 1967 in Chomutov. He
graduated from the University of Chemistry and Technology
in Prague, where he studied fermentation chemistry and
bioengineering. He obtained the Candidate of Sciences
(CSc.) degree at the Institute of Organic Chemistry and
Biochemistry of the Czech Academy of Sciences. During
this period, he worked closely with Professor Antonin Holy,
whose research laid the foundations of modern antiviral
therapy.

After moving to the United States in 1994, he joined
Gilead Sciences, where he has advanced to the position of
Vice President for Virology and led strategic antiviral drug
research and development programmes. Among his most
notable achievements was his key role in the development
of remdesivir, a medication that proved important in the
fight against COVID-19.

Later in his career, he turned his attention to the de-
velopment of next-generation HIV prevention therapies.
Working with his team, he broke a new ground in the de-
velopment of HIV medication and prevention. He played
a leading role in the development of lenacapavir, a long-
-acting injectable treatment administered just twice yearly
that offers near-complete protection against HIV. Following
an FDA approval in June 2025 and clinical studies showing
99.9 per cent efficacy, the treatment received marketing au-
thorisation from the European Commission on 26 August
2025. Additional approvals followed in many other coun-
tries. Lenacapavir is the longest-acting form of HIV preven-
tion available, a game changer in the global fight against
HIV/AIDS. Forty-two years after the identification of the
virus, this may spell and end to HIV epidemics.

Today, Tomas Cihlar is regarded as one of the most
prominent Czech-born figures in global biomedicine.

He has been nominated for the Gratias Agit award in
recognition of his role in raising the profile of Czech science
across the world. Tomas Cihlat’s personal motto, ,I want
to do science that results in medicines,” perfectly sums up
a career dedicated to developing treatments that improve
and save lives. His role in the development of remdesivir
and the radically innovative HIV medication, as well as his
ability to interlink Czech scientific talent with the world of
international research, make him an exceptional represen-
tative of the Czech Republic on the global scientific stage.
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Tom Dolezal se narodil v Praze v roce 1949 do rodiny ceskoslo-
venského valecného hrdiny a pilota Royal Air Force Oldficha
Dolezala, DFC, jednoho z nejvice vyznamenanych ¢eskoslo-
venskych pilotd druhé svétové valky. Odkaz jeho otce, ktery
byl vyznamenan britskym Distinguished Flying Cross avroce
2023 in memoriam statnim vyznamenanim Ceské republiky -
Medaili ,Za hrdinstvi®, se stal zdsadnim impulsem pro jeho
celozivotni zajem o osudy ¢eskoslovenskych prislusnikd RAF.

V roce 1950 s nim jeho rodice uprchli z Ceskoslovenska
v ramci koordinovaného nosu tfi letadel - prvniho trojitého
Unosu letadel na svété. Za organizaci tohoto Gnosu byl jeho otec
komunistickym rezimem v neptritomnosti odsouzen k trestu
smrti a jeho matka k 25 letlim vézeni. Po détstvi straveném
v Libyi a na Malté se Tom Dolezal usadil ve Spojeném kralovstvi,
kde nejprve profesionalné pracoval v technickém pramyslu
a pozdéji v oblasti informacnich technologii jako zakladatel
vlastni IT konzultacni spolecnosti.

Diky celozivotnimu zajmu o leteckou historii druhé svétové
valky priSel zdsadni moment v roce 1991, kdy se v Praze zi¢ast-
nil rehabilitacniho ceremoniélu ¢eskoslovenskych letcli RAF.
Tato zkusSenost ho vedla k rozhodnuti systematicky zkoumat
jejich Zivoty, shromazdovat archivni materialy, osobni doku-
menty a artefakty a zptistupriovat je verejnosti. Vyuzival pti-
tom jak osobni vazby na komunitu veterand, tak své odborné
znalosti v oblasti digitalizace.

V roce 2010 spoluzalozil organizaci Free Czechoslovak Air
Force Associates Ltd. (FCAFA), kde je pfedsedou. Archiv této
organizace se postupné stal nejrozsahlej$im a nejdavéryhod-
néjsim zdrojem informaci o ¢eskoslovenskych letcich RAF
mimo Ceskou a Slovenskou republiku. Diky dvojjazyénému
zpracovani slouZi nejen rodinam veterant, ale také historikiim,
muzeim, autortim, odbornym publikacim i médiim.

Tom Dolezal dlouhodobé ptisobi jako dobrovolnik a odborny
konzultant fady britskych i éeskych pamétovych instituci, vcet-
né Battle of Britain Memorial v Capel-le-Ferne a Kent Battle of
Britain Museum v Hawkinge, kde se podili na rozsifovani expo-
zic vénovanych ¢eskoslovenskym letcim. Jeho odbornost byla
Kkli¢ova také pfi realizaci pamatniku Okfidleného lva (Winged
Lion Memorial) v Praze, pro ktery osobné poskytl jména viech
2534 ceskoslovenskych letcd RAF.

V letech 2018-2019 se spolu se svymi kolegy podilel na
navstéveé vsech znamych hrobu ceskoslovenskych letci RAF
ve Spojeném kralovstvi i v zahranic¢i, ¢imz se FCAFA stala je-
dinou organizaci, ktera tento tikol realizovala v celosvétovém
meéritku - a v této ¢innosti pokracuje i nadale. Aktivné se rov-
néz podilel na vzniku novych pamatnika ceskoslovenskym
letctim ve Spojeném kralovstvi, véetné Czech Four-Leaf Clover,
Czechoslovak Battle of Britain a pamétnich desek Toméase
Glasera v Hawkinge a pamatniku Josefa FrantiSka v Londyné.

Svou dlouhodobou badatelskou, organizac¢ni a popula-
rizacni ¢innosti Tom Dolezal vyznamné prispél k uchovani
historické paméti ¢eskoslovenského odboje, k prohlubovani
¢esko-britskych vztahtl a k §ifeni dobrého jména Ceské re-
publiky v zahraniéi.

Tom Dolezal was born in Prague in 1949 to the family of
Czechoslovak war hero and Royal Air Force pilot Oldfich Dolezal,
DFC, one of the most decorated Czechoslovak pilots of World
War IL The legacy of his father, who was awarded the British
Distinguished Flying Cross and in 2023 in memoriam the state
decoration of the Czech Republic - the Medal ,For Valor”, became
a fundamental impulse for his lifelong interest in the fate of
Czechoslovak RAF personnel.

In 1950, his parents escaped with him from Czechoslovakia
as part of the coordinated hijacking of three aircraft - the
world’s first triple aircraft hijack. For his instigation of this hi-
jack, his father was sentenced to death and his mother to a 25
years prison sentence, in absentia by the communist regime.
After spending his childhood in Libya and Malta, Tom Dolezal
settled in the United Kingdom, where he first worked profes-
sionally in the technical industry and later in the field of infor-
mation technology as the founder of his own IT consultancy.

Having a lifelong interest in WW2 aviation history, a pivot-
al moment came in 1991, when he attended the rehabilitation
ceremony of Czechoslovak RAF airmen in Prague. This expe-
rience led him to decide to systematically research their lives,
collect archival materials, personal documents and artifacts,
and make them available to the public. He used both his per-
sonal ties to the veterans community and his expertise in the
field of digitization.

In 2010, he co-founded the Free Czechoslovak Air Force
Associates Ltd. (FCAFA), of which he is the chairman. The asso-
ciation’s archive has gradually become the most extensive and
trusted source of information on Czechoslovak RAF airmen
outside the Czech and Slovak Republics. Thanks to its bilingual
processing, it serves not only veterans families, but also histo-
rians, museums, authors, specialist publications and the media.

Tom Dolezal has long been a volunteer and expert consultant
toanumber of British and Czech memory institutions, including
the Battle of Britain Memorial in Capel-le-Ferne and the Kent
Battle of Britain Museum in Hawkinge, where he is involved in
expanding the exhibitions dedicated to Czechoslovak airmen.
His expertise was also key in the implementation of the Winged
Lion Memorial in Prague, for which he personally provided the
names of all 2,534 Czechoslovak RAF airmen.

In2018-2019, he and his colleagues participated in visiting
all known graves of Czechoslovak RAF airmen in the United
Kingdom and abroad, making FCAFA the only organisation to
carry out this task on a global scale. A task that they continue to
undertake. He was also actively involved in the creation of new
memorials to Czechoslovak airmen in the United Kingdom, in-
cluding the Czech Four-Leaf Clover, the Czechoslovak Battle of
Britain and the Tomas Glaser memorial plaques in Hawkinge
and the Josef FrantiSek Memorial in London.

Through his long-term research, organizational and pop-
ularization activities, Tom DoleZal has made an extraordi-
nary contribution to preserving the historical memory of the
Czechoslovak resistance, to deepening Czech-British relations
and to spreading the good name of the Czech Republic abroad.
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STRA BOROMEJKA Z RIMSKE PAPEZSKE KOLEJE NEPOMUCENUM
A BORROMEAN SISTER SERVING AT THE PONTIFICAL NEPOMUCENUM COLLEGE IN ROME

“/ VATICAN CITY

Boromejka sestra Vojtécha Fialova se narodila v roce 1972 a se
tfemi sourozenci vyruastala ve vesnicce Rodkov pobliZ Bysttice
nad PernStejnem na Vysociné. Po vstupu do Kongregace mi-
losrdnych sester sv. Karla Boromejského studovala bioche-
mii na Prirodovédecké fakulté Masarykovy univerzity v Brné
s vyhledem na praci v kongrega¢ni nemocnici v Praze Pod
Petfinem. Po noviciatu se vSak sestra Vojtécha rozhodla stat se
soucasti nové vznikajici komunity na fimské Papezské koleji
Nepomucenum, kde ptisobi jiz 25 let.

Sestra Vojtécha patfi mezi vyjimecné osobnosti, které se
ve Vatikanu podileji na $ifeni dobrého jména Ceské repub-
liky. Jeji aktivity vyrazné presahuji béZné ptsobeni v ramci
Nepomucena. Ve spolupraci se zastupitelskym Gradem se ji
dafivyrazné predstavovat ceské gastronomické tradice. Jednou
z jejich aktivit jsou oblibené dilny zamérené na ¢eskou gast-
ronomii, které navstévuji krajané, diplomaticky sbor i italska
verejnost.

Sestra Vojtécha zaroven podporuje krajanskou komunitu
v Rimé v jejich vzdélavacich aktivitach (napt. sobotni skola pro
déti, prednasky fimské pobocky Historického ustavu AV CR)
ikulturnich aktivitach (koncerty apod., napt. ubytovani a zajis-
téni gastronomie pro koncert zakt ZUS organizovany Nadaci
Magdaleny KoZené). Podili se také na akci Cesko zpiva koledy,
ktera se kazdoro¢né kona na ndmeésti sv. Petra ve Vatikanu.

Pusobeni sestry Vojtéchy vyznamné prispélo k tomu, ze
Nepomucenum se stalo témér neodmyslitelnou zastavkou i pro
vrcholné predstavitele ¢eského statu, bez ohledu na jejich vztah
ke katolické cirkvi, a vyrazné se zapsalo do povédomi diploma-
tické komunity. S ¢innosti sestry Vojtéchy se seznamili mj. pre-
zidenti a premiéfi, nemluveé o bezpo¢tu ministrd a poslancu.

Sestra Vojtécha se v roce 2026 po ctvrtstoleti své sluzby
v Rimé vraci do Ceské republiky. Behem svého ptisobeni byla
nejen viditelnou a aktivni propagatorkou CR, kterou piedsta-
vovala predevsim prostfednictvim gastronomickych tradic,
ale zaroven nenahraditelnou oporou ZU Vatikan, jehoZ akce
verejné diplomacie neziStné podporovala svym nasazenim
a odbornymi schopnostmi.

Véhlas sestry Vojtéchy dokladaji i dvé vydané kucharky:
Recepty sestry Vojtéchy - To nejlepsi z nepomucenské ku-
chyné (Nakladatelstvi Portél, 2023) a Dobroty sestry Vojtéchy
(Nakladatelstvi Portal, 2025).

Sister Vojtécha Fialova of the Sisters of St Charles Borromeo
was born in 1972 and grew up with her three siblings in the
small village of Rodkov near Bystrice nad PernsStejnem in
the Vysocina Region. After entering the Congregation of the
Sisters of Mercy of St Charles Borromeo, she studied biochem-
istry at the Faculty of Science of Masaryk University in Brno
with the prospect of working at the Congregation’s hospital in
Prague’s Pod Petfinem. Following her novitiate, however, Sister
Vojtécha decided to join the newly established community at
the Pontifical Nepomucenum College in Rome, and has been
serving there for the past 25 years.

Sister Vojtécha is one of the Vatican's remarkable individ-
uals who help promote the good name of the Czech Republic.
Her activities extend far beyond her regular duties at the
Nepomucenum. In cooperation with the Czech Embassy, Sister
Vojtécha has become a dedicated ambassador of Czech culi-
nary traditions. Her popular Czech cooking workshops regu-
larly bring together members of the Czech community, repre-
sentatives of the diplomatic corps, and the wider Italian public.

Beyond her work at the College, Sister Vojtécha supports
the Czech community in Rome in its educational projects
(such as the Saturday school for Czech children, lectures or-
ganized by the local branch of the Institute of History of the
Czech Academy of Sciences) and cultural activities (concerts,
and other community events). She has assisted in hosting
young musicians participating in projects of the Magdalena
Kozena Foundation. In addition, she is involved in Czechia
Sings Christmas Carols, a traditional annual gathering held
in St Peter’s Square in the Vatican.

Sister Vojtécha’s efforts helped make the Nepomucenum
a “must-visit” place for leading representatives of the Czech
Republic (regardless of their relationship to the Catholic
Church) and raised the profile of the College within the dip-
lomatic community. Her work has been presented to Czech
presidents and prime ministers, as well as to many ministers
and members of parliament.

After twenty-five years of service in Rome, Sister Vojtécha
will return to the Czech Republic in 2026. During her time there,
she has served not only as a highly effective ambassador for
the Czech Republic, showcasing the country above all through
its cuisine, but also as a valued partner to the Czech Embassy,
generously supporting its public diplomacy initiatives with
remarkable dedication and expertise.

Sister Vojtécha is the author of two cookbooks: Recepty ses-
try Vojtéchy - To nejlepsi z nepomucenské kuchyné (Recipes of
Sister Vojtécha: The Best of the Nepomucenum Kitchen, Portal,
2023) and Dobroty sestry Vojtéchy (Sister Vojtécha's Delicacies,
Portal, 2025).
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BOHEMISTA, SPISOVATEL, PREKLADATEL A NOVINAR
/ CZECH STUDIES SCHOLAR, WRITER,; TRANSLATOR AND JOURNALIST

POLSKO
/POLAND

foto: Aleksandra Kaczorowska

Aleksander Kaczorowski v roce 1998 vystudoval slavisti-
ku na VarSavské univerzité. Pracoval jako novinafl pro
Gazetu Wyborczou, kde vedl publicistické oddéleni a pfilohu
Stredoevropské noviny. Nasledné pracoval pro Newsweek Polska,
kde byl zastupcem $éfredaktora, stejnou funkci plnil v periodiku
Forum. Byl také Séfredaktorem Aspen Review Central Europe,
anglojazy¢ného ctvrtletniku, ktery v letech 2012-2024 vydaval
v Praze think-thank Aspen Institute. Je autorem mnoha knih
a publicistickych textl vénovanych literatute, politice a déji-
nam stfedni Evropy, které byly otistény v polskych, ceskych,
slovenskych a madarskych periodikach. Pfednasel na Institutu
zapadni a jizni slavistiky na Varsavské univerzité, byl stipen-
distou Newyorské univerzity (NYU) a Institutu pro humanitni
védy (IWM) ve Vidni. Pravidelné pfispiva do tydeniku POLITYKA.

Kaczorowski se od za¢atku své spisovatelské drahy zabyva
Ceskem. Jeho prvni kniha Prazsky slabikdr. Od Kafky k Havlovi
a zpét (2001), kterd méla v Polsku ¢tyti vydani (posledni v roce
2026), nacrtava literarni portrét Prahy minulého stoleti. Znamé
jsouijeho biografie Bohumila Hrabala, Vaclava Havla, Oty Pavla
a naposledy Milana Kundery nebo rozhovor s byvalym pol-
skym prezidentem Aleksandrem Kwasniewskym a biogra-
fie Isaaca Babela, za kterou byl nominovan na literarni cenu
Nike 2024. Z polstiny do ¢estiny bylo dosud pfeloZeno pét knih
Kaczorowského: Ota Pavel: Pod povrchem (2020), Havel: Pomsta
bezmocnych (2021), Prazsky slabikar: Od Kafky k Havlovi a zpét
(2022), Hrabal: Sladkd apokalypsa (2023) a Czechy. To nevymyslis
(2024). Kaczorowski pusobi také jako prekladatel Ceské literatu-
ry, do polstiny preloZil romany mj. Egona Bondyho, Bohumila
Hrabala, Josefa Skvoreckého, a také teoretické publikace, ty-
kajici se tvorby Bohumila Hrabala nebo sovétské invaze do
Ceskoslovenska v roce 1968.

V roce 2015 mu Evropské centrum solidarity v Gdansku
a Kolegium vychodni Evropy ve Vratislavi pfiznalo titul
Velvyslance nové Evropy za knihu Havel: Pomsta bezmocnych.
Vroce 2016 se stal laureatem olomoucké ceny Vaclava Buriana za
kulturni pfinos stfedoevropskému dialogu. Jeho kniha Ota Pavel:
Pod povrchem byla ocenéna literarni cenou Juliusz pro nejlepsi
polskou biografii a dostala se do uzsi nominace na nejznamé;jsi
polskou literarni cenu Nike.

Aleksander Kaczorowski svou prekladatelskou, ale predevsim
spisovatelskou tvorbou vyznamné pfispél k popularizaci ¢eské
literatury a Siteni povédomi o Cesku v polské spolecnosti. Jeho
biografické knihy o vyznamnych postavach ceské literatury
a kultury (Havel, Hrabal, Pavel, Kundera) se v Polsku tési vel-
kému zajmu, biografie B. Hrabala byla nasledné preloZena do
madarstiny a ital§tiny. Mariusz Szczygiel, laureat Ceny Gratias
agit 2009, se takto vyjadril ke knize PraZsky slabikar. Od Kafky
k Havlovi a zpét: ,To nebyl muj slabikar, to byla moje univerzita“.

Aleksander Kaczorowski graduated in Slavic Studies from the
University of Warsaw in 1998. He worked as a journalist for
Gazeta Wyborcza, where he headed the opinion section and
the supplement Central European Newspaper. He then went
on to work for Newsweek Polska as deputy editor-in-chief and
held the same position at the Forum magazine. He also served
as editor-in-chief of Aspen Review Central Europe, an English-
language quarterly published in Prague by the Aspen Institute
between 2012 and 2024. He is the author of numerous books
and journalistic texts devoted to literature, politics and the his-
tory of Central Europe, published in Polish, Czech, Slovak and
Hungarian periodicals. He lectured at the Institute of Western
and Southern Slavic Studies of the University of Warsaw and
was a fellow of New York University (NYU) and the Institute for
Human Sciences (IWM) in Vienna. He is a regular contributor
to the weekly POLITYKA.

Kaczorowski’s literary work has always been focused on
Czechia. His first book, Praski elementarz (Prague Primer: From
Kafka to Havel and back, 2001), a literary portrait of the twenti-
eth-century Prague, was published in four Polish editions, most
recently in 2026. He is known for his biographies of Bohumil
Hrabal, Vaclav Havel and Ota Pavel, as well as for his latest bi-
ography of Milan Kundera. Among his other notable works are
abook-length interview with former Polish President Aleksander
Kwasniewski and a biography of Isaac Babel, which earned him
a nomination for the 2024 Nike Literary Award. To date, five of
Kaczorowski's books have been translated into Czech: Ota Pavel:
Pod povrchem (Beneath the surface 2020), Havel: Pomsta bez-
mocnych (The revenge of the Powerless 2021), Prazsky slabikar: Od
Kafky k Havlovi a zpét (Prague Primer: From Kafka to Havel and
Back 2022), Hrabal: Sladkd apokalypsa ( Sweet Apocalypse 2023)
and Czechy. To nevymyslis (Czechia: Beyond your Imagination
2024). In addition to his literary work, Kaczorowski is an impor-
tant translator of Czech literature. He has translated into Polish
novels by Egon Bondy, Bohumil Hrabal and Josef Skvorecky, as
well as scholarly publications focusing on Bohumil Hrabal's work
and the Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968.

In 2015, the European Solidarity Centre in Gdansk and the
College of Eastern Europe in Wroctaw awarded him the title
of Ambassador of New Europe for his book Havel: Pomsta bez-
mocnych (Havel: The Revenge of the Powerless). In 2016, he re-
ceived the Vaclav Burian Award for his cultural contribution to
Central European dialogue. His book Ota Pavel: Pod povrchem
(Ota Pavel: Beneath the Surface) earned him the Juliusz Literary
Award for the best biography written in Polish and was short-
listed for the Nike Literary Award, Poland’s most prestigious
literary prize.

Aleksander Kaczorowski's translations and, above all, literary
work have played a great role in raising awareness of Czech liter-
ature and the Czech Republic across Polish society. His biogra-
phies of major Czech literary and cultural personalities - Havel,
Hrabal, Pavel and Kundera—have attracted considerable interest
in Poland. His biography of Bohumil Hrabal was translated into
Hungarian and Italian. Mariusz Szczygiel, recipient of the 2009
Gratias Agit Award, said about Kaczorowski's Praski elementarz:
“It was not my primer; it was my university.”
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KLAVIRNI VIRTUOS, HUDEBNI PEDAGOG, REDITEL PRA

/ PIANO VIRTUOSO, PEDAGOGUE, AND DIRECTOR OF THE PRAGU

CR
/ CZECH REPUBLIC

Jako interpret nevSedni emocionalni sily a hloubky si Ivo
Své generace.

V roce 2004 se stal absolutnim vitézem mezinarodni
hudebni soutéze Prazské jaro a jiz pfedtim ziskal ocenéni
vmnoha vyznamnych klanich unésiv ciziné (Maria Canals
Piano Competition v Barceloné, Vendome Prize ve Vidni,
Stiftung Tomassoni Wettbewerb v Koliné nad Rynem aj.).
Z jeho mnoha koncertli jmenujme alespon vystoupeni na
festivalu BBC Proms v londynské Royal Albert Hall s Jitim
Bélohlavkem a BBC Symphony Orchestra ¢i koncerty
s Berlinskou filharmonii pod taktovkou Sira Simona Rattla.

Kromé toho spolupracuje Ivo Kahanek pravidelné
s Ceskou filharmonii a méa za sebou Uispé$na vystoupeni
s Tonhalle Orchester Zurich, Mahler Chamber Orchestra,
Wiener Symphoniker, BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra
Glasgow, Bamberger Symphoniker a mnoha jinymi. Z dal-
$ich vyznamnych umélcti, s nimiz spolupracoval, jmenujme
alespon dirigenty Semjona Byckova, Paavo Jarviho, Johna
Eliota Gardinera, Jakuba Hrtsu, Tomase Netopila, Andrése
Orozco-Estradu, Rafaela Payareho, houslistu Daniela
Hopea, violoncellistku Alissu Weilerstein, Pavel Haas
Quartet, Tetzlaff Quartet, sopranistku Martinu Jankovou
¢i tenoristu Pavla Cernocha.

Za nahravku klavirnich koncert Antonina Dvoraka
aBohuslava Martinti s Bamberskymi symfoniky a Jakubem
HrhiSou u vydavatelstvi Supraphon ziskal prestizni cenu
BBC Music Magazine Award. Z dalSich viznamnych ocenéni
jmenujme Diapason d'Or, dvakrat cenu Andél v kategorii
Klasika nebo cenu Classic Prague Award za solisticky vy-
kon roku. Za své nahravky byl rovnéz nominovan na ceny
ICMA a Opus Klassik.

Ivo Kahanek je absolventem Janackovy konzervatore
v Ostrave, Akademie miizickych uméni v Praze alondynské
Guildhall School of Music and Drama. Kromé své pianis-
tické kariéry v soucasnosti plisobi jako docent na HAMU
v Praze. Od Cervna 2025 byl jmenovan feditelem Prazské
konzervatore.

Ivo Kahanek is one of the most compelling artists of his
generation, distinguished by performances of remarkable
emotional power and depth.

In 2004, he became the overall winner of the Prague
Spring International Music Competition. Prior to this, he
had already earned recognition at many distinguished
competitions in the Czech Republic and abroad, includ-
ing the Maria Canals Piano Competition in Barcelona, the
Vendome Prize in Vienna and the Stiftung Tomassoni
Wettbewerb in Cologne. Among his many concert appear-
ances, particular mention should be made of his perfor-
mance at the BBC Proms festival in London’s Royal Albert
Hall with the BBC Symphony Orchestra under the baton
of Jiti Bélohlavek as well as performances with the Berlin
Philharmonic conducted by Sir Simon Rattle.

In addition, Ivo Kahanek regularly collaborates with the
Czech Philharmonic Orchestra and has given acclaimed
performances with the Tonhalle-Orchester Ziirich, Mahler
Chamber Orchestra, Wiener Symphoniker, BBC Scottish
Symphony Orchestra Glasgow, Bamberger Symphoniker
and many others. He has also worked with conductors
Semyon Bychkov, Paavo Jarvi, Sir John Eliot Gardiner, Jakub
Hrtsa, Tomas Netopil, Andrés Orozco-Estrada and Rafael
Payare, violinist Daniel Hope, cellist Alisa Weilerstein, the
Pavel Haas Quartet, the Tetzlaff Quartet, soprano Martina
Jankova and tenor Pavel Cernoch.

Ivo Kahanek’s Supraphon recording of the piano concer-
tos by Antonin Dvorak and Bohuslav Martinti, made with
the Bamberg Symphony and Jakub Hr(i$a, earned him the
prestigious BBC Music Magazine Award. Other notable dis-
tinctions include the Diapason d'Or, two Andél Awards in
the Classical Music category and the Classic Prague Award
for Solo Performance of the Year. His recordings have also
been nominated for the ICMA and Opus Klassik awards.

Ivo Kahanek graduated from the Janacek Conservatory
in Ostrava, the Academy of Performing Arts in Prague and
the Guildhall School of Music and Drama in London. In
addition to his career as a pianist, he currently serves as
Associate Professor at the Academy of Performing Arts
in Prague. In June 2025, he was appointed Director of the
Prague Conservatory.



JAN
KOHUT

ZAKLADATEL MEZINARODNIHO VIRTUALNIHO PEVECKEHO SBORU
,WHITE FLOWER VIRTUAL CHOIR"
/ FOUNDER OF THE INTERNATIONAL “WHITE FLOWER VIRTUAL CHOIR”

CR
/ CZECH REPUBLIC

Jan Kohut se narodil v Bohuminé, po absolvovani mist-
niho gymnazia zacal pracovat ve vypocetnim stfedisku
Ostravsko-karvinskych dold, tuto praci prerusil na 2 roky
zakladni vojenskou sluzbou, pozdéji presel do banky jako
IT pracovnik. BEhem zaméstnani vystudoval Vysokou Sko-
lu bariskou v Ostravé, obor ekonomie. V soucasné dobé je
v dichodu.

Tento kreativni clovék zalozil zhruba pred 6 lety mezi-
narodni virtualni pévecky sbor ,White Flower Virtual Choir
(WEVC)*, ktery zahrnuje zpévaky a zpévacky z riznjch kou-
tl svéta a jeho repertoar je velmi pestry co se tyce hudeb-
nich zanru a také poctu jazyki (dosud 28, vietné Cestiny).
Do dnesniho dne vytvoril takto 67 pisni, z toho 10 v ¢eStiné.
Na rozdil od jinych zahrani¢nich virtualnich sbord, kde se
na pripravé repertoaru podili celé tymy tvirct, tvoii tyto
projekty Gplné sam, od vybéru pisni, vytvareni ucebnich
podkladt pro zpévaky a zpévacky (véetné spravné vyslov-
nosti pro né cizich jazyk®) az k celkovému zpracovani audio
avideo stopazi. V neposlednifadé je to pakivize grafického
ztvarnéni dané konkrétni pisné. Mnoha jeho dila ziskala
prestizni mezinarodni ocenéni na festivalu v Atlanté, USA.
Takto se §iti ¢eska kultura a viibec povédomi o Ceské repub-
lice do celého svéta, at uz prostrednictvim ,jeho” zpévaki
azpévacek ve sboru, jejich rodin, pratel a znamych (celkem
ze zhruba 20 stata 5 kontinenttl) nebo i riznych soutéznich
inesoutéZnich virtualnich festivalt, ve kterych sbor vystu-
poval (napf. USA, Chile, Spanélsko). Kromé toho tvori také
s6lové projekty, dueta, maximalné kvarteta, z nichZ néktera
ziskala takeé tato prestizni ocenéni z USA. Vysledkem byly
pozvanky na ,Koncert laureati” do New Yorku a také do
Londyna, kterych se zatim neztcastnil.

Byl také ¢lenem zhruba 20 péveckych ,zivych* sbord,
vCetné legendarniho Péveckého sdruzeni Moravskych
uciteld.

Za zminku mimo jiné stoji jeho ¢asta Gc¢ast v dalkovych
bézichnalyZich, jako napt. Jizerska 50, Marcialonga v Italii
avneposledni fadé Vastv béh (90 km) ve Svédsku.

Je pravidelnym darcem krve a krevni plazmy a drzitelem
,Plakety Ceského cerveného kfiZe Dar krve - dar Zivota“ za
250 bezplatnych odbérd.

Jan Kohut was born in Bohumin. After graduating from the
local grammar school, he began working at the computing
centre of the Ostrava-Karvina Mines. Following two years of
compulsory military service, he joined the banking sector
as an IT specialist. While pursuing his professional ca-
reer, he completed a degree in economics at the Technical
University of Ostrava. He is now retired.

Around six years ago, Jan Kohut founded the White
Flower Virtual Choir (WFVC), an international virtual en-
semble bringing together singers from across the globe.
Its repertoire spans a wide range of musical genres and
is sung in no fewer than 28 languages, including Czech.
To date, he has created 67 virtual choral compositions,
ten of them in Czech. Jan Kohut develops every aspect of
each project himself: repertoire selection, preparation of
learning materials, pronunciation guidance for unfamiliar
languages, editing of audio and video recordings, visual
concept and graphic design of every performance. This is
what sets the WEVC apart from similar projects, supported
by entire teams. Many of Jan Kohut's projects have received
prestigious international awards at the festival in Atlanta,
USA. Members of the choir and their friends and fami-
lies (from some twenty countries across five continents)
as well as the choir’s performances at virtual festivals in
countries such as the United States, Chile and Spain bring
Czech culture and the Czech Republic closer to audiences
around the world. In addition to his work with the choir,
Jan Kohut creates solo, duet and quartet projects, some of
which have also received international recognition in the
United States. These achievements have earned him in-
vitations to Laureates’ Concerts in New York and London.

Beyond his work in virtual music-making, Jan Kohut has
sung with some twenty “live” choirs, including the legend-
ary Moravian Teachers' Choir.

An enthusiastic cross-country skier, he has regularly
taken part in long-distance races such as the Jizerska 50,
Italy’s Marcialonga and the renowned Vasaloppet (90 km)
in Sweden.

Jan Kohut is also a longstanding blood and plasma do-
nor and has been awarded the Czech Red Cross’s plaque
in recognition of 250 voluntary non-remunerated blood
donations.

| GRATIAS AGIT | 19




PREDSEDKYNE ORGANIZACE M%RIAL ASSOCIATION

FOR FREE CZECHOSLOVAK V S (MAFCSV)
/ CHAIR OF THE MEMORIALASSOCIATION FOR FREE
CZECHOSLOVAK VETERA](S (MAFCSV)

VELKA BRITANIE /
/ UNITED KINGDOM | ’

Gerry Manolas je britska a ¢eska obcanka a vnucka ¢eskoslo-
venského diistojnika poruéika Bohuslava Sulce, piislusnika
Ceskoslovenskych jednotek bojujicich béhem druhé svétové
valky ve Spojeném kralovstvi. Pravé osobnost jejiho dédecka
arodinna pamét ceskoslovenského odboje zasadné formovaly
jeji celozivotni vztah k Ceské historii, hodnotam svobody a od-
povédnosti za uchovavani historické pameéti.

Vystudovala ucitelstvi a svou profesni drahu zah4ajila ve
Skolstvi, kde se vénovala praci s détmi. Pozdéji se profesné
presunula do oblasti personalistiky, které se vénuje dodnes.
Vedle své profesni kariéry se vsak po cely Zivot intenzivné
a dobrovolnicky angazuje v oblasti pripominani odkazu Ces-
koslovenskych vale¢nych veteranti ve Spojeném kralovstvi.

Jiz od svych tfinacti let se aktivné Gcastni pietnich a vzpo-
minkovych akci vénovanych ¢eskoslovenskym vojaktm. Jeji
prvni Gi¢ast probéhla pri vzpominkové akci v Cholmondeley
u prilezitosti 40. vyroci prichodu ceskoslovenskych jednotek
z Francie do Spojeného kralovstvi. Od té doby se jeji zapojeni
postupné rozvinulo v dlouhodobé, systematické a vysoce re-
spektované plisobeni.

Od roku 2018 je predsedkyni organizace Memorial
Association for Free Czechoslovak Veterans (MAFCSV), jedné
z Klicovych veteranskych organizaci ve Spojeném kralovstvi,
ktera se vénuje uchovavani pamatky ceskoslovenskych vojaki
bojujicich za svobodu Ceskoslovenska. V této roli se vjznam-
né podili na organizaci pietnich aktd zejména na ¢eskoslo-
venském vojenském hibitové v Brookwoodu, v parku zamku
Cholmondeley a na dalsich vzpominkovych akcich s vyraznym
mezinarodnim a symbolickym presahem.

Aktivné se vénuje také pomoci potomkim ¢eskosloven-
skych veterant a britskym ob¢antim pii dohledavani osuda
jejich rodinnych prislusnikli spojenych s ¢eskoslovenskymi
jednotkami ¢i exilem béhem druhé svétové valky. Propojuje tak
ceskou, slovenskou a britskou komunitu a vyznamné prispiva
k mezigenerac¢nimu prenosu historické pameéti.

V§znamnym vyvrcholenim jejiho dosavadniho ptsobeni
byla spoluticast na vytvoreni a organizace slavnostniho od-
haleni pamétniho kamene Ceskoslovenskym veterantim a bo-
jovnikiim za svobodu a demokracii 1939-1945 v ¢ervnu 2025
v National Memorial Arboretum ve Staffordshire. Tento britsky
narodni pamétni areal sdruzuje vice nez 400 pamatnika vé-
novanych modernim britskym déjinam. Realizace pamétniho
kamene pod hlavickou MAFCSV zajistila trvalé a distojné pi-
pomenuti prispévku ceskoslovenskych vojaka a exilu v ramci
britské narodni paméti a vyznamné posilila povédomi o spo-
le¢né historii obou zemi.

Svym dlouholetym osobnim nasazenim, dobrovolnickou
praci a schopnosti oslovovat Sirokou verejnost se Geraldine
Manolas fadi mezi vyrazné osobnosti, které v zahranici da-
sledné a s hlubokym respektem reprezentuji historii, hodnoty
adobré jméno Ceské republiky, plné v souladu s duchem Ceny
Gratias agit.

Geraldine “Gerry” Manolas, a British and Czech citizen, is the
granddaughter of a Czechoslovak officer, Lieutenant Bohuslav
Sulc, member of the Czechoslovak units serving in the United
Kingdom during the Second World War. The example of her
grandfather and her family’s memory of the Czechoslovak re-
sistance fundamentally shaped her lifelong passion for Czech
history, the values of freedom, and the responsibility to pre-
serve historical memory.

She trained as a teacher and began her professional ca-
reer in education, working with children. She later transi-
tioned into human resources and has worked in the field ever
since. Alongside her professional career, however, she has
devoted herself throughout her life to voluntary work aimed
at preserving the legacy of Czechoslovak war veterans in the
United Kingdom.

Since the age of thirteen, she has participated in commem-
orative and remembrance events dedicated to Czechoslovak
soldiers. Her first involvement was at a memorial event in
Cholmondeley marking the 40th anniversary of the arrival of
Czechoslovak units from France to the United Kingdom. Over
the years, her participation has developed into a long-term,
systematic and highly respected commitment.

In 2018, she became Chair of the Memorial Association for
Free Czechoslovak Veterans (MAFCSV), one of the principal
veterans’ organisations in the United Kingdom dedicated to
preserving the memory of Czechoslovak soldiers who fought
for their country’s freedom. In this role, she became a keen
organiser of commemorative ceremonies, particularly at the
Czechoslovak Military Cemetery in Brookwood, on the grounds
of Cholmondeley Castle, and other remembrance events of
considerable international and symbolic significance.

Geraldine Manolas also assists descendants of Czechoslovak
veterans and British citizens in tracing the wartime stories
of family members connected with Czechoslovak soldiers
and other Czechoslovaks living in exile during the Second
World War. In doing so, she interconnects the Czech, Slovak
and British communities and promotes the intergenerational
transmission of historical memory.

One of her greatest achievements to date has been the
establishment and unveiling of a memorial to Czechoslovak
veterans and fighters for freedom and democracy 1939-1945,
at the National Memorial Arboretum in Staffordshire (June
2025). This national British memorial site brings together
more than 400 memorials dedicated to modern British his-
tory. This memorial stone established under the auspices of
the MAFCSV is a lasting and dignified reminder to the British
nation of the contribution made by Czechoslovak soldiers and
other Czechoslovaks in exile, and significantly raises awareness
of the shared history of the two nations.

The longstanding personal commitment, voluntary service
and ability to engage a wide audience rank Geraldine Manolas
among the distinguished individuals who consistently and with
deep respect represent the history, values and good name of
the Czech Republic abroad, fully in keeping with the spirit of
the Gratias Agit award.



Pan Niels Randlgv ptsobil jako stdjovy mistr Danského
kralovského dvora, kde odpovidal za vycvik, péci a pripra-
vu koni pro ceremonialni i reprezentacéni Gcely. V kralov-
skych stajich ridil praci s desitkami koni, v€etné staro-
kladrubskych béloust ziskanych z Narodniho htebcina
v Kladrubech nad Labem; jednim z nich byl i hfebec Rudolfo
Raggiera, osobni dar kralovné Markété II.

Dlouhodoba spoluprace mezi Kralovskymi stajemi
v Kodani a Narodnim hfeb¢inem v Kladrubech nad Labem,
trvajici jiz vice nez tri desetileti, predstavuje mimoradny
priklad mezinarodniho partnerstvi zalozeného na diivé-
Te, profesionalité a ucté k tradici. Kladrubsti koné nadale
tvorijadro ceremonidlni sluzby danského dvora. Souc¢asné
jsou ve stajich zastoupena i dalsi plemena, v omezeném
poctu véetné dvou mladych starooldenburskych koni dan-
ského chovu (k dubnu 2026 dosud nezafazenych do sluz-
by) a soukromych koni kralovské rodiny plemene dansky
teplokrevnik.

Jako hlavni privodce vyznamnych zahrani¢nich i doma-
cich navstév kralovskych staji pan Randlgv systematicky
a s hrdosti zdraznuje ¢esky ptivod kladrubskych koni
a mimoradnou uroven spoluprace s kladrubskym hrebci-
nem. Svymi vefejnymi vystoupenimi a medialni prezentaci
v Dansku i Ceské republice vyznamné prispél k propagaci
¢eského kulturniho dédictvi a posilovani ¢esko-danskych
vztahtl.

Na zadost Velvyslanectvi Ceské republiky v Kodani se
nad ramec svych pracovnich povinnosti pravidelné zapojuje
do programt ceskych navstév. Osobné provedl kralovsky-
mi stajemi fadu vysokych predstaviteltl Ceské republiky,
véetneé prezidenta, clent vlady a Parlamentu.

Vedle své praktické a reprezentacni ¢innosti se podili
i na projektech dokumentujicich vyznam kladrubskych
koni: spolu s Daliborem Gregorem je spoluautorem pu-
blikace Kladruber Horses in Royal Service a ve spolupraci
s René Shirem a jeho tymem se podilel na vzniku filmu In
the King's Service.

Jeho plisobeni u danského kralovského dvora bylo zavr-
Seno odchodem do diichodu na jare 2026, po témért deviti
letech sluzby. Ocenéni Gratias a git vyjadiuje uznanizajeho
mimoradny osobni pfinos k §iteni dobrého jména ¢eského
kulturniho dédictvi v zahranici, a to s profesionalitou, pri-
rozenou autoritou a osobnim zaujetim daleko pfesahujicim
ramec jeho oficialnich povinnosti.

Niels Randlgv served as Head of the Royal Mews of the
Danish Royal Household, where he was responsible for the
training, care and preparation of horses for ceremonial and
representative purposes. At the Royal Mews, he oversaw
the work with dozens of horses, including Kladruber grey
horses acquired from the National Stud Farm in Kladruby
nad Labem; among them the stallion Rudolfo Raggiera,
a personal gift to Queen Margrethe II.

Thelong-standing cooperation between the Royal Mews
in Copenhagen and the National Stud Farm in Kladruby nad
Labem, which has continued for more than three decades,
represents a great example of an international partnership
based on trust, professional approach and respect for tra-
dition. Kladruber horses continue to form the core of the
Danish court’s ceremonial carriage service. The royal sta-
bles also have a small number of horses of other breeds,
including two young Danish-bred Oldenburgs (not yet in
service as of April 2026), as well as privately owned Danish
Warmblood horses privately owned by members of the
Royal Family.

As the principal guide for distinguished foreign and
domestic visitors to the Royal Mews, Niels Randlgv con-
sistently and proudly highlighted the Czech origin of the
Kladruber horses and the exceptional level of cooperation
with the stud farm in Kladruby. Through his public appear-
ances and media activities in both Denmark and the Czech
Republic, he helped raise awareness of Czech cultural her-
itage and strengthen Czech-Danish relations.

At the request of the Embassy of the Czech Republic
in Copenhagen, Niels Randlgv regularly participated in
programmes for Czech visitors beyond the scope of his
official duties. He personally guided through the Royal
Mews numerous high-ranking representatives of the
Czech Republic, including the President, members of the
Government and members of Parliament.

Alongside his practical and ceremonial duties, he was
also engaged in projects documenting the importance
of the Kladruber horse. Among these are the publication
Kladruber Horses in Royal Service, co-authored with Dalibor
Gregor, and the film In the King’s Service, produced in co-
operation with René Shir and his team.

Niels Randlgv’s tenure with the Danish Royal Household
concluded with his retirement in spring 2026, after nearly
nine years of service. The Gratias Agit award honours his
exceptional efforts to raise the profile of Czech cultural
heritage abroad, carried out with professionalism, natural
authority and a level of personal commitment that went far
beyond his official responsibilities.



VACLAV
SMIL

VEDEC, ANALYTIK A AUTOR, EMERITNI PROFESOR NA UNIVERZITE V MANITOBE,

CLEN KRALOVSKE VEDECKE SPOLECNOSTI KANADY, DRZITEL VYZNAMENANI RADU KANADY

/ SCIENTIST, ANALYST AND AUTHOR, PROFESSOR EMERITUS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MANITOBA,
FELLOW OF THE ROYAL SOCIETY OF CANADA AND OFFICER OF THE ORDER OF CANADA

KANADA
/ CANADA

Prof. Vaclav Smil se narodil v Plzni béhem druhé svétové valky.
V roce 1965 ziskal doktorat z prirodnich véd na katedre eko-
nomické geografie Prirodovédecké fakulty Univerzity Karlovy
v Praze. V roce 1969 z Ceskoslovenska emigroval do USA. Na
Pensylvanské statni univerzité ve Filadelfii ziskal v roce 1971
titul, Ph.D. v oboru geografie. Do roku 2011 pusobil jako vyso-
koskolsky profesor na katedre Zivotniho prostredi a geografie
na univerzité v Manitobé.

Celozivotné se V. Smil vénuje interdisciplinarnimu vyzku-
mu v oblastech energetiky, obyvatelstva, produkce potravin,
technickych inovaci, hodnoceni rizik a vefejné politiky. Dosud
napsal pres padesat knih a publikoval vice nez 500 odbornych
¢lankd. Ve svych knihach se vénuje technologiim, klimatické
zméné, globalnim katastrofam, narustajici spotfebé masa,
energetickym mytim nebo nejzdsadnéjsim inovacim. Sva dila
opira o data, nikoliv ideologie.

Prof. Smil patfi k pfednim svétovym mysliteltim, kteri v od-
povédich na klicové vyzvy lidstva akcentuji racionalitu a rea-
listicnost. Napft. v oblasti reakce na zmény klimatu s vyuzitim
peclivé zpracovanych dat kritizuje dosavadni apokalyptické
scénare a aktivistické pristupy, které podcenuji technické,
materidlové a ekonomické limity civilizace zavislé na cemen-
tu, oceli, plastech a amoniaku - tedy komoditach vyrabénych
s obrovskou spotfebou fosilnich paliv. Odmita zjednodusujici
scénare, které predpokladaji rychlou a hladkou dekarbonizaci
do roku 2050, ktera je podle néj ,vysoce nepravdépodobna”“.

Prof. Smil byl pozvan jako fe¢nik na vice nez 300 konferenci
aseminait a prednasel na mnoha univerzitach po celém svété.
V poslednich letech poskytl fadu rozhovort do zpravodajskych
médiiv Ceské republice, zii¢astnil se nékolika konferenci a zre-
alizoval prednasky, napt. na CEVRO v roce 2023.

Je clenem Kralovské védecké spolecnosti Kanady a je drzi-
telem Radu Kanady (nejvyssi civilni vyznamenani udélované
kanadskym statem, druhé nejvyssi kanadské vyznamenani
viibec). V roce 2023 pfi navstévé své alma mater obdrzel Zlatou
pamétni medaili Univerzity Karlovy, dale obdrzel stfibrnou
medaili Pfirodovédecké fakulty UK a pamétni plaketu Ceské
geografické spolecnosti. Obdrzel také cenu Americké asociace
pro rozvoj védy za popularizaci védy a techniky.

Vaclav Smil prispél k celosvétovému rozvoji a popularizaci
védy a techniky. Je uznavanou odbornou kapacitou v oblasti
energetiky s dirazem na aktulni environmentalni a civiliza¢ni
vyzvy a problémy. Jeho myslenky a nazory inspiruji vyznamné
svétové osobnosti jako je napt. Bill Gates nebo Marc Zuckerberg,
v CR napf. Ivo Lukacovi¢. Vyznamny ¢asopis Foreign Policy jej
zaradil mezi stovku nejvlivnéjsich lidi svéta.

Professor Vaclav Smil was born in Plzen during the Second
World War. In 1965, he earned a doctoral degree in natural
sciences from the Department of Economic Geography at the
Faculty of Science, Charles University in Prague. In 1969, he em-
igrated from Czechoslovakia to the United States, where he ob-
tained a PhD in Geography from Pennsylvania State University
in 1971. Until 2011, he served as Professor in the Department
of Environment and Geography at the University of Manitoba.

Throughout his career, Vaclav Smil has pursued interdis-
ciplinary research in the fields of energy, population studies,
food production, technological innovation, risk assessment
and public policy. To date, he has authored more than fifty
books and published over 500 scholarly articles. His works
address topics such as technology, climate change, global
catastrophes, rising meat consumption, energy myths and
the important innovations. His analyses are grounded in data
rather than ideology.

Professor Smil is regarded as one of the world’s leading
thinkers, emphasising rationality and realism as the answer to
the key challenges facing humanity. In discussions on response
to climate change, for example, he employs meticulously an-
alysed data to challenge apocalyptic predictions and activist
approaches that underestimate the technical, material and
economic constraints of a civilisation dependent on cement,
steel, plastics and ammonia, commodities produced using
vast amounts of fossil fuels. He rejects simplistic scenarios
that assume a rapid and seamless decarbonisation by 2050,
which he sees as “highly unlikely”.

Professor Smil has been invited to speak at more than 300
conferences and seminars and has delivered lectures at uni-
versities around the world. In recent years, he has given nu-
merous interviews to Czech media, participated in several
conferences and delivered public lectures, including at CEVRO
University in 2023.

He is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada and an Officer
of the Order of Canada, the country’s highest civilian honour
and one of Canada’s most prestigious distinctions. In 2023,
during a visit to his alma mater, he was awarded the Charles
University Gold Memorial Medal. He also received the Silver
Medal of the Faculty of Science of Charles University, a com-
memorative plaque from the Czech Geographical Society, as
well as the Award for the Public Understanding of Science and
Technology presented by the American Association for the
Advancement of Science.

Vaclav Smil has played an exceptional role in the global ad-
vancement and popularisation of science and technology. He
is internationally recognised as a leading authority on energy
issues, with a particular focus on contemporary environmental
and civilisational challenges. His ideas and analyses have in-
spired prominent figures including Bill Gates, Mark Zuckerberg
and, in the Czech Republic, Ivo Lukacovi¢. The influential maga-
zine Foreign Policy ranked him among the world’s one hundred
most influential thinkers.



David Sivor se narodil jako Pavel Suchostaver 28. Cervence
1934 v Bratislavé do zidovské rodiny. Jeho dédecek vlastnil
prodejnu kachli s dilnou v Bratislavé, kde pracoval i Davidiv
otec. Matcina rodina vlastnila hotel Krivan v Liptovském
Mikulasi. V roce 1942 prisla rodina o veSkery majetek i byt
v Bratislavé, ktery jim byl zabaven.

Vroce 1944 byli jeho matka, babicka, a stryc deportovani
do koncentracniho tabora Terezin, dalsi rodinni pribuzni
skonéili v koncentrac¢nich taborech Sobibor a Osvétim.
David Sivor unikl deportaci, kdyz na popud stryce vyskocil
znakladniho auta vezouciho Zidy z Bratislavy do Osvétimi.
S otcem se pak do konce valky schovavali v Bratislave, kde se
po valce shledal s matkou, strycem a dalsi prezivsi rodinou
z Terezina a Osvétimi.

V roce 1949 odjel David Sivor spole¢né s dal$imi zidov-
skymi mladistvymi z Bratislavy do Izraele, kde zacal pra-
covat v kibucich. S ohledem na nésledné uzavieni hranic
Ceskoslovenska v 50. letech jeho rodice a bratr pricestovali
do Izraele az v roce 1964. Po prijezdu do Izraele si Pavel
Suchostaver nasledné zménil jméno na David Sivor.

David Sivor v roce 1953 zacal ptisobit jako profesionalni
trenér plavani v Jeruzaléme a stal se mimo jiné trenérem
narodniho plaveckého tymu Izraele, se kterym se zCastnil
tri letnich olympiad a nékolika mistrovstvi svéta. Dodnes
je velkym propagatorem sportu, nejen plavani, ale také
hokeje.

I pfes sviij vysoky véK je jednim z nejaktivnéjsich pre-
ziv§ich holokaustu a iniciativnim ¢lenem cesko-slovenské
krajanské komunity v Izraeli. Je ve velmi blizkém a inten-
zivnim kontaktu s Velvyslanectvim CR v Tel Avivu. Jeho
svédectvi jako prezivsiho holokaustu bylo zaznamenano
ivramci projektu Pamét naroda.

Angazuje se kazdorocné v propagaci kulturnich, hu-
debnich, a folklérnich aktivit mezi Ceskou republikou,
Slovenskem a Izraelem. Podporuje vystoupeni izraelskych
hudebnikt v mnoha méstech po celé CR (Praha, Ostrava,
Pardubice, Karlovy Vary). Snazi se propojovat mladé spor-
tovce v Ceské republice a Izraeli a v tomto smyslu spolu-
pracuje také s Nadaci Milana Nového CAPS66. Naposledy
v roce 2024 privezl mladé izraelské hokejisty z Metuly na
trénink a zapasy do Berouna. I v tézkych dobach valky
s Hamasem tak ztstaval aktivni. Kromé vyse uvedenych
vstévu izraelskych vojakdy, ktefi slouzili v pasmu Gazy, na
zotaveni do Ceské republiky.

David Sivor was born as Pavel Suchostaver into a Jewish
family in Bratislava on 28 July 1934. His grandfather owned
atile shop and workshop in Bratislava, where David’s father
was also employed. His mother’s family owned the Hotel
Krivan in Liptovsky Mikulas. In 1942, the family's entire
property, including a flat in Bratislava, was confiscated.

In 1944, his mother, grandmother and uncle were
deported to the Theresienstadt concentration camp, while
other members of his family were sent to the Sobibor and
Auschwitz concentration camps. David Sivor escaped
deportation when, at his uncle’s urging, he jumped from
a lorry transporting Jews from Bratislava to Auschwitz.
Together with his father, David Sivor remained in hiding in
Bratislava until the end of the war, later reuniting with his
mother, uncle and other family members who had survived
Theresienstadt and Auschwitz.

In 1949, David Sivor travelled from Bratislava to Israel
with a group of other young Jews and began working
on kibbutzim. Following the closure of Czechoslovakia’s
borders in the 1950s, his parents and brother were unable
to join him until 1964. After arriving in Israel, Pavel
Suchostaver changed his name to David Sivor.

His professional career as a swimming coach began
in Jerusalem in 1953. He later became coach of the Israeli
national swimming team, accompanying it to three Summer
Olympic Games and several World Championships. To this
day, he remains a passionate advocate of sports - not only
swimming but also ice hockey.

Despite his advanced age, David Sivor is one of the most
active Holocaust survivors and an energetic member of
the Czech and Slovak expatriate community in Israel.
He maintains very close and intensive relations with the
Embassy of the Czech Republic in Tel Aviv. His testimony
as a Holocaust survivor has also been recorded as part of
the Memory of Nations project.

David Sivor actively promotes cultural, musical and
folk culture exchanges between the Czech Republic,
Slovakia and Israel. He supports performances by Israeli
musicians in numerous cities across the Czech Republic,
including Prague, Ostrava, Pardubice and Karlovy Vary.
He encourages exchanges between young athletes from
the Czech Republic and Israel, working together with the
Milan Novy Foundation CAPS66. Most recently, in 2024,
he brought young Israeli ice hockey players from Metula
to Beroun for training sessions and matches. David Sivor
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JIRI
STRA

REZISER, HEREC, PED

/ FILM DIRECTOR, ACTOR'AND LECTURER
CR

/ CZECH REPUBLIC

Jifi Strach se od détstvi objevoval ve filmovych hrach (nej-
znameéjsi roli ztvarnil v pohadce Karla Smyczka Lotrando
a Zubejda). Po ukonceni gymnazia se rozhodl pro studi-
um hrané rezie na prazské FAMU, kde studoval pod vede-
nim Du$ana Kleina. Jiz béhem studia natacel pro Ceskou
televizi. Jeho prvnim filmovym snimkem byla tispésSna
pohadka Andel pané v roce 2005. Jeji pokracovani Andél
pané 2 v kinech navstivil rekordni pocet divaka - vice nez
1270 000. Pro Ceskou televizi natocil vale¢ny film Operace
Silver A (2007). Jeho doménou jsou také mysteriézni krimi
minisérie a serialy (napt. Dablova lest, Ztracend brdna,
Labyrint nebo Docent).

Jeho filmy privezly mnohé ceny z mezinarodnich festi-
vall - napf. z Berlina, Soulu nebo Tampere. Je také nosi-
telem statnich vyznamenani Republiky San Marino (Rad
svaté Agaty v hodnosti rytif-distojnik) a Svatého stolce
(Rad svatého Silvestra v hodnosti rytit). S Ministerstvem
zahranic¢nich véci spolupracuje dlouhodobé, v roce 2021
byl ministrem zahraniéi jmenovan Vyslancem dobré vile
za Sifeni dobrého jména Ceské republiky v zahranici.

Jif{ Strach patfi k nejvyraznéjsim tviircm soucasné
Ceské audiovizualni scény. Cenu Gratias agit ziskava za
dlouhodoby prinos k mezinarodni prezentaci ¢eské kultu-
ry a za jeho schopnost propojovat tradi¢ni ceské hodnoty
suniverzalnim evropskym duchovnim dédictvim. Projekce
jeho filmt na zastupitelskych tradech, v Ceskych centrech
anamezinarodnich filmovych festivalech slouzi jako most
mezi Ceskou kulturou a zahrani¢nim publikem.

Jifi Strach began his acting career as a child, with his most
notable role in Karel Smyczek’s fairy-tale film Lotrando
a Zubejda (Ruffiano and Sweeteeth). After graduating from
grammar school, he chose to study film directing at the
Film and TV School of the Academy of Performing Arts
in Prague, where he trained under the guidance of DuSan
Klein. While still a student, he directed productions for
the Czech Television. His first feature film was the highly
successful fairy tale Andél Pané (Angel of the Lord), released
in 2005. Its sequel, Andél Pané 2 (Angel of the Lord 2), at-
tracted arecord cinema audience of more than 1.27 million
viewers. For the Czech Television, he also directed the war
drama Operace Silver A (Operation Silver A, 2007). He is
equally renowned for his mystery crime mini-series and
television dramas, including Déablova lest (The Devil's Trick),
Ztracend brdna (The Lost Gate), Labyrint (Labyrinth) and
Docent (Associate Professor).

Jiri Strach’s productions have received numerous awards
at international film festivals, including in Berlin, Seoul
and Tampere. He is also the recipient of state honours
awarded by the Republic of San Marino (Knight Officer of
the Order of Saint Agatha), and by the Holy See (Knight of
the Order of Saint Sylvester). Jifi Strach has maintained
a long-standing cooperation with the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of the Czech Republic. In 2021, he was appointed by
the Minister of Foreign Affairs as a Goodwill Ambassador
promoting the good name of the Czech Republic abroad.

Jiri Strach is one of the most distinguished figures of
the contemporary Czech audiovisual scene. He receives
the Gratias Agit award in recognition of his long-term role
in promoting Czech culture on the international scene
and his ability to connect traditional Czech values with the
universal spiritual heritage of Europe. Screenings of his
films at Czech embassies, Czech Centres and international
film festivals serve as an important bridge between Czech
culture and audiences around the world.



DANIEL
VAVRA

VIDEOHERNI DESIGNER, SCENARISTA A REZISER

/ VIDEO GAME DESIGNER, SCREENWRITER AND DIRECTOR

CR
/ CZECH REPUBLIC

Daniel Vavra je jednou z nejvyraznéjsich postav ¢eského
kreativniho priimyslu. Vystudoval uméleckou skolu a za-
¢inal jako grafik u 2D her na Sestnactibitové poécitace. Je
tvlrcem, rezisérem a hlavnim designérem kultovni Ces-
ké hry Mafia a scénaristou jejiho pokracovani. Za scénar
k Mafii byl nominovan na Game Developers Choice Awards
Excellence in Writing. Hra Mafia ziskala mnoho ocenéni
jako Hra roku a Nejlepsi scénaf roku v mnoha zemich. Série
Mafia se prodalo vice nez 5 miliond kustl. Daniel Vavra je
spoluzakladatelem studia Warhorse Studios.

Daniel Vavra dokazal propojit moderni technologii s hlu-
bokym respektem k narodni historii a kultute, ¢imz oslovil
miliony lidi po celém svété. Prostfednictvim celosvétového
hitu Kingdom Come: Deliverance predstavil ceské stredo-
véké déjiny. Hra, v prvnim dile zasazena do autentickych
lokalit v Posazavi a ve druhém do Kutnohorska a Ceského
raje, slouzi jako unikatni interaktivni privodce ¢eskym
stredovékem a motivovala radu zahrani¢nich fanousku
ropské historie. Série Kingdom Come: Deliverance se pro-
dalo vice nez 15 milionti kust. Za tuto hru se svym tymem
z Warhorse Studios ziskal prestizni britskou cenu BAFTA za
nejlepsi pribéh (Best Narrative). Tato cena spole¢né s ame-
rickymi Oscary a Zlatymi gléby patii mezi nejvyznamnéjsi
uznani v audiovizualni tvorbé na svété.

Mimo herni scénu je Daniel Vavra aktivnim komenta-
torem na socialnich sitich. O hernim designu prednasel na
celé radé mezinarodnich konferenci. Jeho zasluhou patfi
Cesky kreativni pramysl ke svétové Spicce.

Daniel Vavra is one of the most prominent figures in the
Czech creative industries. He studied at an art school and
began his career as a graphic artist working on 2D games
for sixteen-bit computers. He is the creator, director and
lead designer of the iconic Czech video game Mafia and
the screenwriter of its sequel. For the screenplay of Mdfia,
he was nominated for the Game Developers Choice Award
for Excellence in Writing. The game received numerous
accolades, including Game of the Year and Best Screenplay
awards in many countries. More than five million copies of
the Mafia series have been sold worldwide. Daniel Vavra is
also a co-founder of Warhorse Studios.

Daniel Vavra has successfully combined modern
technology with a profound respect for national history
and culture, captivating millions of people around the
world. Through the global hit Kingdom Come: Deliverance,
he introduced international audiences to Czech medieval
history. Set in authentic locations in the Sazava region
in its first instalment and in the Kutna Hora region and
Bohemian Paradise in its second, the game serves as
a unique interactive guide to the medieval history of the
Czech lands and has encouraged many international fans
to visit the Czech Republic and engage more deeply with
the history of Central Europe. More than fifteen million
copies of the Kingdom Come: Deliverance series have
been sold worldwide. For Kingdom Come: Deliverance,
Daniel Vavra and his team at Warhorse Studios received
the prestigious BAFTA Award for Best Narrative, which,
alongside the Academy Awards and the Golden Globe
Awards, is regarded as one of the highest distinctions in
audiovisual production worldwide.

Beyond the gaming industry, Daniel Vavra regularly
contributes to public debate through social media and other
platforms and has lectured on game design at numerous
international conferences. Thanks in large part to his
achievements, the Czech creative industries rank among
the world's leading innovators and creators.
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GALLERY

Galerie Krause ve Pfaffikonu pobliz Curychu byla zalozena
v roce 1973 se zamérem pomoci umélcim v exilu v zacatcich
a vytvorit misto pro setkavani krajanti. V galerii se prodavaly
knihy vsech exilovych nakladatelstvi, poradala se autorska
¢teni a besedy. Prichazeli autofi jako Josef Skvorecky, Viktor
Fischl, Jaroslav Velvoda, Oto UI¢ a Jifi Lederer. Zavital také
legendarni redaktor Radia Svobodna Evropa Jozka Pejskar
a komik Jara Kohout. K navstévniktim promluvil také slavny
Cesky dirigent Rafael Kubelik a rusky spisovatel a disident
A. Solzenicyn. Galerie se tak stala kulturnim centrem pro
vSechny Cechy a Slovaky v exilu. Pro $vycarské navstévniky se
stala prostorem, kde se mohli seznamovat s vytvarnym umeé-
nim z Ceskoslovenska. Za svou ¢innost byl Oskar Krause zbaven
ceskoslovenského obcanstvi a byl sledovan ceskoslovenskou
statnibezpecnosti. Jeho svazek byl nazvan priznac¢né Galerie. Po
sametové revoluci v roce 1989 se mu oteviela moznost navste-
vovat ateliéry umeélct ve staré vlasti a ¢innost galerie rozsirit

Zivotni pfib&h zakladatele Galerie Krause se vyznaco-
val pestrosti a dramati¢nosti. Oskar Leo Krause se narodil
19. zaf11926 v Zeleznicarské rodiné manzel Zdenky a Oskara
Krauseovych v Nymburce. Jako dvacetilety vstoupil po vzoru
svého otce do Ceskoslovenské strany narodné socialistické.
Zahy se stal krajskym tajemnikem mladych narodnich soci-
alistd na Mladoboleslavsku. Po inoru 1948 se pokusil o Gték
na Zapad, ale byl chycen a véznén. Represe komunistického
rezimu dopadly i na jeho rodice. Statni soud je v Cervnu 1950
odsoudil ,pro velezradnou a Spionazni ¢innost” - otce na do-
Zivoti, maminku na 18 let. Po odpykani pétiletého trestu Oskar
pracoval v dolech, na statnim statku, dostal se k cirkusu. V roce
1969 odesel do exilu do Svycarska, kde do¢asné pracoval nejdri-
ve uznamého cirkusu Knie, pozdéji pak jako bankovni irednik.

Jak sam tikal, jeho galerie byla na vesnici, bez vykladnich
skrini, nemohl se spoléhat na ndhodného chodce, ale kazdého
navstévnika musel nalakat, proto poradal i rizné besedy. Na
jednu z nich pozval i herecku Adinu Mandlovou, Zijici tehdy na
Malté, jejiz memoary byly velkym trhakem exilové literatury.
Pres dvacet let sledoval praci Jana Kristoforiho a ve spolupraci
s Amnesty International zorganizoval vystavu Kristoforiho
reliéft s politickou tematikou.

Oskar Krause zemrel 26. kvétna 2011 ve véku nedo-
Zitych 85 let. Galerii predal své zené Alici, ktera ji vede do-
dnes. Spektrum vystavujicich umeélct po jeho smrti rozsitila
o dalsi Ceské a slovenské osobnosti. V poslednich letech vy-
stavuje i prace Svycarskych umélct, galerii zapojila do akce
Pfaffikonska muzejninoc. Spolupracuje s nékolika krajansky-
mi organizacemi Cechtl Zijicich ve Svycarsku. Galerie Krause
poskytuje i po 50 letech své existence vSem navstévnikiim
atmosféru pratelstvi a je mistem mnoha zajimavych setkani s
¢eskymi hudebniky a znalci ¢eského vytvarného umeéni.

The Krause Gallery (Galerie Krause) in Pfaffikon near Zurich
was founded in 1973 to help aspiring artists in exile and create
ameeting place for expatriates. The gallery sold books from all
exile publishing houses and hosted public readings and dis-
cussions. Its guests included writers such as Josef Skvorecky,
Viktor Fischl, Jaroslav Velvoda, Oto Ul¢ and Jifi Lederer. Among
those who visited the gallery were the legendary Radio Free
Europe editor Jozka Pejskar and the comedian Jara Kohout. The
gallery’s audiences were addressed by the renowned Czech
conductor Rafael Kubelik and the Russian writer and dissident
Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn. The gallery became a cultural hub for
Czechs and Slovaks living in exile and a space where Swiss vis-
itors could see visual art from Czechoslovakia. Because of his
activities, Oskar Krause was stripped of his Czechoslovak cit-
izenship. He was monitored by the Czechoslovak secret police
(with a police file fittingly named Gallery). Following the Velvet
Revolution in 1989, he was once again able to visit art studios
in his homeland and expand the gallery'’s activities to include
artists living in the Czech Republic and Slovakia.

The life story of Galerie Krause's founder was dramatic, with
many up and downs. Oskar Leo Krause was born in Nymburk
on 19 September 1926. His parents were Zdenka and Oskar
Krause, a railway worker. At the age of twenty, following in his
father’s footsteps, he joined the Czechoslovak National Socialist
Party. He soon became regional secretary of the party’s youth
organisation in the Mlada Boleslav region. After the Communist
takeover in February 1948, he attempted to escape to the West
but was captured and imprisoned. The communist regime’s
repression did not spare his parents either. In June 1950, the
State Court convicted them of “high treason and espionage” -
his father was sentenced to life imprisonment and his mother
to eighteen years in prison. After serving a five-year sentence,
Oskar worked in mines, on a state-owned farm and later with a
circus. In 1969, he emigrated to Switzerland, where he initially
worked for the renowned Knie Circus and later as a bank clerk.
As he himself used to say, his gallery was in a village and had
no shop windows, so he could not rely on passers-by but had
to attract every visitor personally. For this reason, he regularly
organised events such as discussions. One such event featured
the actress Adina Mandlov4, then living in Malta, whose mem-
oirs had become a major success in exile literature. For more
than twenty years, he followed the work of Jan Kristofori and,
in cooperation with Amnesty International, organised an ex-
hibition of Kristofori’s politically themed reliefs.

Oskar Krause died on 26 May 2011 at the age of 84. He passed
the gallery on to his wife Alice, who continues to run it to this
day. She broadened the range of exhibiting artists to include
additional Czech and Slovak personalities. In recent years, the
gallery has also exhibited works by Swiss artists and partici-
pated in the Pfaffikon Museum Night. Alice Krause cooperates
with several associations of Czechs living in Switzerland. Even
after more than fifty years of existence, Galerie Krause remains
awelcoming place, offering visitors the opportunity to engage
with Czech musicians and connoisseurs of Czech visual art.
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