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Fforewaord

You are holding the first edition of the book Pro-Kremlin Fairy Tales. At the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, we
listen to these stories every day, and it seemed a shame to keep them to ourselves. The book was created as a
follow-up to a successful digital series that aimed to point to the propaganda of Vladimir Putin's criminal
regime and, in all its absurdity, to have a little laugh at it.

Russian propaganda is one of the most important tentacles of the Russian regime, through which it spreads
its influence both within its own borders and beyond. In recent decades, the Kremlin's propaganda network
has also targeted Czechia as one of its main goals. The Kremlin's trumpets in the Czech information
environment attack everything and everyone. Their goal is to create chaos, undermine trust in democratic
institutions, polarize society, and completely question the meaning of the word "truth." Russian propaganda
loves to repeat itself, requires a vivid imagination, is a master of simplification, and regularly comes with a
"lesson"” for its audience. In this way, it strikingly resembles fairy tales.

"NATO is at war with Russia," "By supporting Ukraine, Czechia sponsors international terrorism," or "Seven
Czech officers died in Odessa." These are just a few of the favorite, lie-poisoned fairy tales of the Kremlin's
chief storyteller. More than ever, it is important to interrupt his storytelling—and present the world with our
own story. Pro-Kremlin Fairy Tales attempts to do just that, using humor as its vehicle. We believe that those
who can laugh at the Kremlin become more resilient to its attacks. By laughing, we also deny the Kremlin
one of its greatest desires, which is to be taken deadly seriously by the outside world. As seriously as it takes
itself.

We hope that Pro-Kremlin Fairy Tales will not only serve as a showcase of the most common Russian lies
but also as an example of how to creatively and effectively combat Kremlin disinformation. We do not
assume that the Russian bear will stop humming its favorite tales anytime soon. We may not immediately
corner it along with its propaganda repertoire. However, we can point to the Russian lies as often as
possible, repeat that they are lies, and tell a completely different story in the process. Not a fairy tale, but one
that will increase resilience against the propaganda machine, strengthen hope in Ukrainian victory, and
take the wind out of the Kremlin's sails.

Happy reading,

The Collective of Authors from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
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Predmbua

V rukou drzite prvni knizni edici Prokremelskych pohadek. Na Ministerstvu zahrani¢nich véci poslouchame
tyto pohadky kazdy den a prisla ndm $koda si je nechavat pro sebe. Kniha vznikla v navaznosti na ispésnou
digitalni sérii, ktera méla za cil poukazat na propagandu zloc¢inného rezimu Vladimira Putina a také se ji, ve
vSi své absurdité, trochu zasmat.

vvvvvv

vlastnich hranic i za nimi. Jednim z hlavnich cilG propagandistické sité Kremlu se v poslednich dekadach
stalo také Cesko. Hlasné trouby Kremlu v ¢eském informac¢nim prostfedi Gtoc¢i na vSechno a na viechny.
Jejich cilem je vytvorit chaos, narusit divéru v demokratické instituce, polarizovat spolecnost a zcela
zpochybnit vyznam slova pravda. Ruska propaganda se rada opakuje, vyzaduje bujnou fantazii, je mistrem
ve zjednoduSovani a pravidelné s sebou nese ,pouceni‘ pro své publikum. Napadné se tak podoba
pohadkam.

,NATO je ve valce s Ruskem®, ,Cesko podporou Ukrajiny sponzoruje mezinarodni terorismus‘ nebo ,V Odése
zemrelo sedm ceskych distojnik(i“. To jsou jen nékteré z oblibenych, 1Zi otravenych pohadkovych pribéht
Ustredniho kremelského vypravéce. Vice nez kdy jindy je dtlezité jeho vypravéni prerusit - a predstavit
svétu svij vlastni pribéh. Prokremelské pohadky se o to snazi a vydavaji se za timto ticelem cestou humoru.
Vérime totiz, Zze kdo se dokaze Kremlu zasmat, stava se odolnéjsim vii¢i jeho vypadim. Smichem zaroven
odpirame Kremlu jedno z jeho nejvétsich prani, kterym je, aby ho okolni svét bral smrtelné vazné. Tak vazne,
jak se bere on sam.

Doufame, Ze Prokremelské pohadky poslouzi nejen jako prehlidka nejcastéjsich ruskych 1zi, ale i jako vzor
toho, jak 1ze s dezinformacemi Kremlu kreativné a efektivné bojovat. Nepredpokladame, Ze si rusky medvéd
v brzké dobé prestane broukat své oblibené pohadky. Nezazeneme ho hned i s jeho propagandistickym
repertoarem do kouta. MizZeme na 1zi Rusa vSak co nejcastéji ukazovat prstem, opakovat, ze je lhar a
vypraveét u toho Gplné jiny pribéh. Ne ten pohadkovy, ale takovy, ktery zvysi odolnost viici propagandistické
masinérii, posili nadé&ji v ukrajinské vitézstvi a sebere Kremlu vitr z plachet.

Prijemné ¢teni vam preje

Kolektiv autorti Ministerstva zahranic¢nich véci
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Reality

Russia has
repeatedly abused
the UN Security
Council platform to
spread
disinformation and
propaganda about
the war.

By not participating,
Czech diplomacy
has made it clear
that it will not be
abused by Kremlin.
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Realita

Rusko opakované
zneuziva platformu
Rady bezpecnosti
OSN k SiFeni
dezinformaci

a propagandy
ohledné valky.

Ceska diplomacie
dala neticastijasné
najevo, ze se
nenecha zneuzivat
Kremlem.
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Reality
No Czech officers
died in Odessa.

The Kremlin only
continues to feed
its own citizens
propaganda to
make it look like
the West is being
punished enough
for helping
UKkraine.

*Russian propaganda
falsely claimed that
Czech officers were
|41} | killed during the

|l | Russianattackon
Odessa. January 2024.




*Ruska propaganda
1zivé tvrdila, Ze pri
ruském ttoku na Odésu
byli zabiti ¢esti
diistojnici. Leden 2024.
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Realita

Zadni ¢esti dtistojnici
v Odése nezemreli.
Kreml pouze
pokracuje v krmeni
svych vlastnich
obcanu propagandou,
aby to vypadalo, ze
Zapad

za pomoc Ukrajiné
dostatecné tresta.
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Reality
We have already
spoken at the
Security Council
meeting on
Russian

aggression against
Ukraine.

Czechia regularly
participates in
international
forums and

Wi meetings where we
“creciadglle clearly present our

|| | participate in the

meetit:lg of the Security . pOSitiOIlS.

Council convened by
Russia. December 2023.




*Cesko se nezii¢astnilo
jednani Rady
bezpecnosti svolané
Ruskem. Prosinec 2023.
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Realita

Na zasedani Rady
bezpecnosti zabyvajici
se ruskou agresina
Ukrajiné jsme jiz
vystoupili.

Cesko se pravidelné
ucastni mezinarodnich
for a setkani, kde

nase pozice jasné
prezentujeme.
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Reality
Russiaisnota
victim of terrorism.

Russian terrorist
regime is attacking
Ukrainian citizens.
UKkraine is resisting
these atrocities and
Czechia fully
supports its
perfectly legitimate
right to self-
defence.
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Realita

Rusko neni obeéeti
terorismu.

Rusky teroristicky
rezim utocCina
ukrajinské obcany.

Ukrajina se témto
zvérstvium brani

a Cesko jeji zcela
legitimni pravo na
sebeobranu plné
podporuje.




Reality
Putin's regimeislying
again and is trying to
divert the attention
from the fact that

Russia started the war
in Europe.

It has been terrorizing
Ukraine for over two
years and has been
organizing murders and
sabotage throughout
Europe for even longer,
such as the explosion in
Vrbétice.




Realita

Putinav rezim opét 1ze
a snazise odvest
pozornost od toho,

ze valku v Evropé
rozpoutalo Rusko.

Jiz pres dva roky
terorizuje Ukrajinu

a jesté déle organizuje
vrazdy a sabotaze v celée
Evropé, jako byl vybuch
ve Vrbéticich.
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ProKnemlin
Mﬁaﬁ%

Once upon a time..
Brussels are waorse
than Hitler was.

Both Nazism and
the Russian
regime are
connected by the
suppression

of freedom, spread
of hatred, stealing
foreign territories,
and the
unleashing and
deification y 1
of war. \i" 3
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Realita

Nacismus i rusky
rezim spojuje
potlacovani
svobody, Sireni
nenavisti, kradeni
cizich izemi

a rozpoutani

a zbozstovani

valky.
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Pro-Knoméin
fring ol

Once upon a time..

An international \
arrest warrant has |
been issued for
Putin over the
documented
abductions of
Ukrainian
children. 123
countries are
obliged to arrest
him.

\
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Realita

Na Putina je kvtili
zdokumentovanym
unosum
ukrajinskych déti
vypsan mezinarodni

zatykac. 123 zemi ho
ma povinnost
zatknout.
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Reality
Ukraine has not agreed
to any agreement.

Apart from the fact that
its approval would have
meant a major limitation
of Ukrainian sovereignty,

military and defence
capabilities, after the
massacre of Ukrainian
civilians by Russian
occupiers in Buche in
March, any further
possible negotiations
with the Kremlin were
pointless.
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Realita

Ukrajina Zzadnou dohodu
neodsouhlasila.

Krome toho, Ze by jeji
schvaleni znamenalo
zasadni omezeni ukrajinské
suverenity, armady

a obranyschopnosti,

po breznovém masakru
ukrajinskych civilistt
ruskymi okupanty v Buci
byla jakakoliv dalsi mozna
jednani s Kremlem
bezpredmétna.
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Reality

L 4

NATO allies are providing
99 % of all military
assistance to Ukraine.

The alliance is more united and
stronger than ever, bolstered
by new members. The NATO
summit will confirm
continued, long-term support
for Ukraine.
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Realita
*

Spojenci NATO poskytuji
99 % veskeré vojenské
pomoci Ukrajiné.

Aliance je jednotnéjsi a silnéjsi
nez kdy driv, posilena o nové
cleny. Summit NATO stvrdi
pokracujici, dlouhodobou
podporu Ukrajiny.
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Reality

L 4

NATO is a defensive
alliance. The main
purpose of NATO is not to

NATO s pwpa/ungp wage war, but to prevent
fm war with ]Quam | it.

NATO was not the one that
invaded Ukraine or any other
country. Russia has. Vladimir

Putin is waging war not only
against Ukraine but also
against Europe through
information warfare and

increasingly aggressive hybrid
attacks.




Byls, nebyls. . NATO
de pupravuje na
willw 8 Ruskem / je
ve vilee & Rushem

w
/) "t ’
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Realita
L

NATO je obranna aliance.
Hlavnim icelem NATO
neniveést valku, ale
predchazet ji.

NATO nepodniklo invazi na
Ukrajinu, ani do jinych zemi.
Rusko ano. Vladimir Putin vede
valku nejen s Ukrajinou, ale i
s Evropou prostrednictvim
informacni valky i stale
agresivnéjsich hybridnich
utokau.
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Reality

L 4

Ukraine’s futureisin
NATO - the questionis
not if, but when.

NATO m B ot |
Uéﬁ,acne w NﬂTO | if Putin stoppt‘ed attacking
i if m A f : E | Ukraine.

n peace (in Utraine.

The war could end immediately
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Realita
*
Budoucnost Ukrajiny je v
NATO - otazkou neni,
zda, ale kdy.

Valka by mohla skoncit hned,
kdyby Putin prestal Gtocit na
Ukrajinu.
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Reality
L 4
Self-defense is not
escalation. Self-defense
is afundamental right

enshrined in the
UN Charter.

Ukraine has the right and
responsibility to defend itself
and we have the right to help

Ukraine and show the
aggressor that borders are
simply not redrawn by force in
the 21st century.
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Realita
L 4

Sebeobrananeni
eskalace. Sebeobranaje
zakladni pravo zakotvené
v Charteé OSN.

Ukrajina ma pravo a
zodpovédnost branit se a my
mame pravo pomoci Ukrajiné a
ukazat agresorovi, Ze ve 21.
stoleti se hranice silou
neprepisuji.
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Reality
L 4
The Soviet invasion did
not protect
Czechoslovakia from

"Western agents." There
were none.

The arrival of Warsaw Pact
troops was a brutal act of
military aggression that
crushed reforms
threatening the Kremlin's
dominance over the
Eastern Bloc.
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Realita
L 2
Sovétskainvaze
nebranila
Ceskoslovensko pied

»zapadnimi agenty*“.

Zadni neexistovali. Pfijezd
vojsk Varsavské smlouvy
byl brutalni akt vojenské

agrese, ktery udusil

reformy ohrozujici
nadvladu Kremlu nad

vychodnim blokem.




1968
Edition
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Reality

L 2

The invasion was met
with anger, fear,and
resistance. The streets
were filled with slogans
like “Ivan, go home!”.

Claiming that people
welcomed the invasion is
an insult to all those who

were killed and injured.
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Realita
L g

Invazi provazely hnév,
strach a odpor. Ulice
zaplnila heslajako
yvane,jdi domu!“,

Tvrdit, Ze lidé invazi vitali,
je urazka vsech zabitych a
zranenych.




1968
Edition
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Reality

4

The shelling of the
National Museum was
purely a Soviet operation

ordered by Moscow, not
Kyiv.

The Kremlin is now
desperately trying to
blame the Ukrainians to
justify its aggression and
rewrite history according
toitslies.
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Realita
¢

Ostrelovani Narodniho
muzea byla Cisté sovétska
operace narozkaz
Moskvy, nikoli Kyjeva.

Kreml se nyni zoufale
snazi svalit vinu na
Ukrajince, aby
ospravedlnil svou agresi a
prepsal historii podle
svych 1zi.
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Edition
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Reality

4

Thelegitimate
representatives of
Czechoslovakia never

requested the Soviet
invasion and unequivocally
condemned it.

The so-called "invitation
letter” was a treacherous act
by collaborators, while
Dubcek was kidnapped by
the Soviets and deported to
Moscow.
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Realita
L 4
Legitimni predstavitelé
Ceskoslovenska
sovétskou invazi nikdy
nepozadovalia
jednoznacné ji odsoudili.

Takzvany ,Zvaci dopis” byl
zradnym aktem
kolaborantu, zatimco
Dubcek byl Sovety unesen
a deportovan do Moskvy.
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This is only a list of several Kremlin fairy tales. Every day,
the Russian regime deliberately releases dozens of lies,
with which it tries to deceive not only us, but also its own
citizens. We must not believe the fairy tales written by
Russian propaganda.
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Jde pouze o vycet nekolika kremelskych pohadek. Rusky
rezim kazdy den zamerné vypousti desitky 1zi, kterymi se
snazi oklamat nejen nas, ale i vlastni obcany. Pohadkam,
které piSe ruska propaganda, nesmime Vérit.
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