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PhDr. Stanislav Broucek, CSc., patfi k nejvyznamnéjsim ces-
kym odbornikiim, ktefi od roku 1974, kdy zacal pracovat jako
védecky pracovnik Ustavu etnologie AV CR (vletech 1990-1998
byl jeho feditelem), sviij zdjem vyrazné orientovali na Ceské
mensSiny ve svété a na teoretické otazky krajanstvi a exilu. Svou
vyzkumnou, publika¢ni a organizatorskou ¢innosti mimo-
radne prispél ke zlepsSeni a k prohloubeni vztahti mezi Cechy
ve svété a Ceskem.

Patfil k hlavnim organizatorim a ¢asto iniciatoram kon-
ferenci, workshopu a setkani zamérenych na ceské krajany
ve svété (mj. tzv. Tydni zahrani¢nich Cechil, senatnich kon-
ferenci - naposledy v fijnu 2021 ,Uloha a misto zahranic-
nich Cechii v bilateralnich vztazich a aktualni potfeby ceské
diaspory“). Kromé toho je autorem desitek odbornych praci
a mnoha studii k tématu ¢eského vystéhovalectvi a exilu. Byl
rovnéZ fesitelem dvou rozsahlych projektti MZV CR zaméie-
nych na zmapovani ¢eské komunity ve svété (Cesky exil, 2002 -
2004, a Krajané ve svété — systematické zpracovani historie
a soucasného stavu krajanské komunity ve svété, 2004 - 2008).
Vedle toho byl reSitelem dalsich domaécich i mezinarodnich
projektti (napf. VIiv subjektivnich a objektivnich faktort na pro-
mény etnicity u éeského etnika v zahranici; Cesi ve Francii v letech
1862-1938. Vystehovalectvi z Ceskych zemi do Francie a zptisob
Zivota Cechti v prostredi francouzské spolecnosti, ad.). Jako jeden
z prvnich se systematicky vénoval i analyze migrace ¢eskych
obcand po listopadu 1989. Kromé ptisobeni na Etnologickém
ustavu AV CR (do roku 2021) také prednasel na Pedagogické
fakulté UJEP v Usti nad Labem a na FF MU v Brné. V roce 2021
obdrzel pamétni plaketu Senatu Parlamentu CR. Od roku 1998
je élenem poradniho sboru Konzultativni rady pri Stélé komisi
této ¢innosti pripravil pro Senat celou fadu odbornych ana-
lytickych materiald.

Cenu Gratias agit ziskava za dlouhodoby a mimoradny pri-
nos k prohlubovani vztahii mezi krajany a Ceskou republikou.

PhDr. Stanislav Broucek, CSc., is one of the most important
Czech experts who, since 1974, when he began working as
aresearcher at the Institute of Ethnology of the CAS (and later
as its director from 1990 to 1998), has focused his interest
on Czech minorities in the world and on theoretical issues
concerning compatriot and exile groups. Through his research,
publishing and organisational activities, he has made an
outstanding contribution to the improvement and deepening
of relations between Czech expatriates and Czechia.

He was one of the main organisers and very often also the
initiator of conferences, workshops and meetings focused on
Czech compatriots around the world (including the “Weeks of
Czechs Abroad” events and Senate conferences, most recently
“The Role and Place of Foreign Czechs in Bilateral Relations and
Current Needs of the Czech Diaspora” in October 2021). Heis also
the author of dozens of academic works and several studies on
Czech emigration and exile. He was the principal investigator
in two large-scale projects of the Czech Ministry of Foreign
Affairs focused on mapping the Czech community around
the world (Czech Exile in 2002-2004 and Compatriots in the
World: A systematic elaboration of the history and current state
of the expatriate community around the world in 2004-2008).
In addition, he has been involved in other domestic and
international projects (e.g. The influence of subjective and
objective factors on the ethnicity changes of the Czechs abroad
and Czechs in France from 1862 to 1938: Czech emigration to
France and the Czech way of life within the French society). He
was one of the first scholars to systematically analyse the
migration of Czech citizens after the Velvet Revolution in 1989.
In addition to his work at the Institute of Ethnology of the
CAS (until 2021), he also lectured at the Faculty of Education
of the Jan Evangelista Purkyné University in Usti nad Labem
and at the Faculty of Arts of Masaryk University in Brno. In
2021, he received the Czech Senate’s commemorative plaque.
Since 1998, he has been a member of the Advisory Board of
the Consultative Council of the Senate Standing Committee
for Expatriates, where he has prepared a number of expert
analyses for the Czech Senate.

The Gratias Agit is awarded for his long-term and
exceptional contribution to deepening relations between Czech
compatriots and the Czech Republic.
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Alessandro Catalano patfi k pfednim znalcim a propaga-
torlim Ceské kultury, zvlasté pak literatury, v Italii. Zaslouzil
se o to knihami a studiemi o ¢eskych kulturnich déjinach,
preklady Ceské literatury do italStiny a svou Sirokou osvéto-
vou a pedagogickou ¢innosti. Doktorat ze slovanskych studii
Catalano obh4jil na fimské univerzité La Sapienze vroce 2001
a jeho disertace byla hodnocena jako nejlepsi italska doktor-
ska prace v oboru slavistika. Vysla v roce 2008 v ¢estiné pod
nazvem Zdpas o svedomi. Kardindl Arnost Vojtéch z Harrachu
(1598-1667) a protireformace v Cechdch. Catalano je zarovern
spolueditorem sedmisvazkovych denikd a zapiskl Arnosta
Vojtécha Harracha (Die Diarien und Tagzettel des Kardinals
Ernst Adalbert von Harrach /1598-1667)).

Ve svych historickych knihach vyvazené a objevné pojednal
iojinych citlivych momentech ¢eskych déjin. Psal nejen o pro-
tireformaci, aleio19. stoleti a zejména o avantgardé a o obdobi
po roce 1945, Pritom se vénoval nejraznéjsim kapitolam ze
vzajemnych italsko-ceskych vztaha.

Do italstiny prelozil vice nez desitku ceskych literarnich
dé&l, napf. knihy Karla Capka, Bohumila Hrabala nebo Patrika
Ourednika, usporadal fadu konferenci, seminard, vystav apod.
Ceskym spisovateliim vénoval mnoho odbornych studii a jako
vysokoskolsky pedagog na univerzitach ve Florencii, v Pise
a v Padové (od roku 2006) vzdélava uz vice nez dvacet let nej-
mladsi generaci italskych bohemistti.

Je ¢lenem védeckych rad nékolika odbornych ¢asopist
a Catalanem spoluzaloZena revue eSamizdat na po¢atku 21. sto-
leti predstavovala tispéSnou publikacni platformu pro celou
fadu nastupujicich slavisti.

Vyznamna je také jeho pravidelna spoluprace s Ceskym
centrem v Milané. BEhem poslednich let pfipravil v Padové
velkou vystavu k vyroci udalosti let 1968-1969 a obéti Jana
Palacha (2019), organizoval vzdélavaci seminaf pro mladé
bohemisty v Praze (2019, 2023) a Gcastnil se on-line projektu
Kultura v karanténé (2020-2022), ktery v nelehké ,covidové“
dobé podporil mala italska nakladatelstvi, vydavajici prekla-
dy soucasnych ¢eskych spisovatelt. V roce 2022 v rozhovoru
s Radkou Denemarkovou zahajoval dilezity literarni festival
v Pordenone.

Alessandro Catalano ziskal v roce 2022 cenu Premia
Bohemica, kterou udéluje Moravska zemska knihovna v Brné
na zakladé povéieni ministra kultury Ceské republiky od roku
2017. Cena je urcena zahrani¢énimu bohemistovi nebo preklada-
teli, ktery se ve své zemi zaslouzil ve vyrazné mire o propagaci
Ceské literatury. Cena Gratias agit je mu udélovana za dlou-
hodobou ¢innost nad ramec jeho profesionalnich povinnosti.

Alessandro Catalano is one of the leading experts and
promoters of Czech culture, especially literature, in Italy.
His contribution includes many books and studies on Czech
cultural history, translations of Czech literature into Italian and
his extensive educational and promotional activities. Catalano
defended his doctorate in Slavonic Studies at the La Sapienza
University in Rome in 2001 and his dissertation was praised as
the best Italian doctoral thesis in the field. It was published in
Czech under the title Zdpas o svedomi. Kardindl Arnost Vojtéch
zHarrachu (1598-1667) a protireformace v Cechéch. (A Struggle
for Conscience: Cardinal Arnost Vojtéch of Harrach (1598-1667)
and the Counter-Reformation in Bohemia)in 2008. Alessandro
Catalano is also co-editor of the seven-volume diaries and
notes of Arno$t Vojtéch Harrach (Die Diarien und Tagzettel des
Kardinals Ernst Adalbert von Harrach [1598-1667]).

In his books on history, he also deals with other sensitive
moments of Czech history in a balanced and illuminating
manner. He wrote not only about the Counter-Reformation,
but also about the 19t century and especially about the avant-
-garde and the post-1945 period. In his works he also dealt with
various aspects of Italian-Czech relations.

He has translated more than a dozen Czech literary works
into Italian, such as books by Karel Capek, Bohumil Hrabal and
Patrik Ourednik, and has organised numerous conferences,
seminars, exhibitions and other events. He has devoted many
scholarly studies to Czech authors, and as a university lecturer
at the universities of Florence, Pisa and Padua (since 2006), he
has been educating the youngest generation of Italian Czech
Studies scholars for over twenty years.

He serves on the editorial boards of several journals, and
the journal eSamizdat, which Catalano co-founded in the early
21t century, has served as a successful publishing platform for
a number of aspiring Slavonic Studies scholars.

His regular co-operation with the Czech Centre in Milan
is also significant. In recent years, he has prepared a major
exhibition in Padua to commemorate the events 0of 1968-1969
and the sacrifice of Jan Palach (2019), organised educational
seminars for young Czech Studies scholars in Prague (in
2019 and 2023), and participated in the online project Culture
in Lockdown (2020-2022), which supported small Italian
publishers publishing translations of contemporary Czech
writers during the Covid-19 pandemic. In 2022, he opened an
important literary festival in Pordenone with an interview with
Radka Denemarkova.

Alessandro Catalano received the 2022 Premia Bohemica,
a prize awarded annually since 2017 by the Moravian Library
in Brno under the auspices of the Czech Minister of Culture
to writers and translators who have made a significant
contribution to the promotion of Czech literature in their
country. The Gratias Agit is awarded to him for his long-
-standing activities that go far beyond his professional duties.



EVA )
ERBENOVA

SPISOVATELKA, PREZIVSI HOLOKAUSTU
/ WRITER, HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR

IZRAEL
/ISRAEL

Eva Erbenova se narodila 24. fijna 1930 v Dé¢iné jako Eva
Levitova (Lowidtova). Pochazi ze zamozné zidovské, asimilo-
vané rodiny. Jeji otec Jindrich pracoval jako chemik, matka
Marta byla v domdcnosti. V roce 1936 se rodina prestéhovala
do prazskych Strasnic.

Dne 10. prosince 1941 odjelarodina do ghetta v Tereziné. Otec
byl na konci zar{ 1944 deportovan do Osvétimi, kam 4. fijna 1944
odjela i Eva Erbenova s maminkou. Za¢atkem ledna 1945 byla
s maminkou evakuovana z Osvétimi do tdbora v Gross Rosen.
V dubnu nacisté tabor opét pred bliZici se frontou evakuo-
vali a vézni se vydali na tzv. pochod smrti. Maminka zemfela
17. dubna 1945 nedaleko lagru Svatava v Karlovarském kraji.
Eva Erbenova z pochodu smrti po maminciné smrti utekla.
Po nékolika dnech se dostala do obce Postrekov, kde se ji ujala
rodina Jahnovych, ktera ji ukryla do konce valky.

Po osvobozeni Evu Erbenovou vyhledala teta z Hefmanova
Meéstce, u niz rok zila, a poté odesla do Prahy do zidovského
sirot¢ince. Absolvovala kurz pro zdravotni sestry. Pozdéji se
seznamila se svym budoucim manzelem Petrem Erbenem,
s nimz v srpnu 1948 odesla do Patize, odkud pokracovali dal
do Izraele a nakonec se usadili ve mésté ASkelon. Ovlada ces-
ky, némecky, hebrejsky, anglicky a madarsky jazyk. Ma tri déti,
devét vnukl a jedenact pravnoucat.

Eva Erbenova je jednim z nejaktivnéjsich lidi prezivsich
holokaust, ktefi jsou ochotni sdilet sviij osud. Napsala fadu
autobiografickych knih - ,Vypravéj mamo, jak to bylo” (1994),
,Sen" (2001), ,Zivot Evy L.“ (2013) ¢éi ,Cesta... (2022). Na zakla-
dé jejiho zivotniho pribéhu byly dale natoceny dokumentarni
filmy - ,Eva Erbenova z Terezina do Izraele®, ,Eva Erbenova,
Surviving a Death March“ ¢i dokument Pavla §tingla ,O zlém
snu“. V Némecku byl velmi sledovan dokument ,37°- Wie
Eva Erben den Holocaust iiberlebte”. Zivotem Evy Erbenové
byl také volné inspirovan ¢esky dvoudilny televizni film re-
Ziséra Jifiho Svobody ,Posledni cyklista“ (anglicky: Last of the
Cyclists). Jeji tvaf se objevila v Ceské republice rovnéz v mnoha
popularné nauc¢nych rozhovorech jako napf. Na plovarné (CT)
¢i O ¢eském zidovstvi s Evou Erbenovou (Ec chajim Praha).
Je clenkou krajanské organizace Beit Terezin a stala se vadci
osobnosti ceské krajanské komunity a spolecenského Zivota
vIzraeli. Pravidelné podava svédectvi o pronasledovani béhem
holokaustu. Vystupuje aktivné na prislusnych sympéziich,
konferencich, vzpominkovych ceremoniich, besedach s zaky
a studenty v Izraeli, v Cesku i Némecku. Je ve velmi blizkém
a intenzivnim kontaktu s Velvyslanectvim Ceské republiky
v Tel Avivu, ktery se jeji Zivotni silu a zkuSenost snazi dale
zprostredkovavat. Dne 28. fijna 2020 obdrzela Medaili za za-
sluhy 1. stupné, kterou udéluje prezident republiky za zasluhy
v oblasti hospodarské, védy, techniky, kultury, umeéni, sportu,
vychovy a Skolstvi, obrany, bezpecnosti statu a obcand.

Eva Erbenova was born on 24 October 1930 in Décin as Eva
Levitova (Lowidt). She hails from a wealthy and integrated
Jewish family - her father Jindfich worked as a chemist, her
mother Marta was a housewife. In 1936, the family moved to
Strasnice in Prague.

On 10 December 1941, they were moved to Terezin ghetto.
At the end of September 1944, her father was deported to
Auschwitz, where he was followed by Eva and her mother on
4 October 1944. At the beginning of January 1945, she and her
mother were sent from Auschwitz to the camp in Gross Rosen.
In April, the Nazis again evacuated the camp in the face of the
approaching Red Army and the prisoners were set off on a death
march. Eva’'s mother died on 17 April 1945 near the Svatava camp
in today'’s Karlovy Vary Region, after which Eva escaped from
the marching column. After a few days she reached the village
of Postrekov, where she was taken in by the Jahn family, who
hid her until the end of the war.

After the liberation of Czechoslovakia, Eva was found by her
aunt from Hefmantv Méstec, with whom she lived for a year,
and then she moved to Prague to a Jewish orphanage. She
trained as anurse. She later met her future husband, Petr Erben,
with whom she left for Paris in August 1948, from where they
moved to Israel and eventually settled in Ashkelon. She speaks
Czech, German, Hebrew, English and Hungarian. She has three
children, nine grandchildren and eleven great-grandchildren.

Eva Erbenova is one of the most active Holocaust survivors
who has chosen to speak out about her experiences. She has
written a number of autobiographical books - Vypravéj mamo,
jak to bylo (Tell Us How It Was, Mum, 1994), Sen (Dream, 2001),
Zivot Evy L. (The life of Eva L, 2013) and Cesta... (The Road..., 2022).
Several documentary films have been made based on her life
story: Eva Erbenovad z Terezina do Izraele (Eva Erbenovd: From
Theresienstadt to Israel), Eva Erbenova, Surviving a Death March,
and Pavel Stingl's documentary O zIém snu (About a Bad Dream).
In Germany, the documentary 37°- Wie Eva Erben den Holocaust
liberlebte received much attention. Eva Erbenovd’s life was also
the inspiration for the Czech two-part television film Posledni
cyklista (Last of the Cyclists) by director Jifi Svoboda. She also
appeared in the Czech Republic in many popular interviews,
such as in the TV show Na plovdrné (Czech Television) and
O ¢eském zidovstvi s Evou Erbenovou (About Czech Jews with Eva
Erbenovd, Ec chajim Prague). She is a member of the Beit Terezin
organisation and has become a leading figure in the Czech
expatriate community and social life in Israel. She regularly
gives speeches about the persecution she experienced during
the Holocaust. Eva Erbenova actively participates in symposia,
conferences, memorial ceremonies and talks with pupils and
students in Israel, Czechia and Germany. She is in very close
contact with the Embassy of the Czech Republic in Tel Aviv,
which is happy to be able to benefit from and further share
her strength and life experience with others. On 28 October
2020, she received the Medal of Merit (1 Grade), which is
awarded by the President of the Czech Republic for merit in
the fields of economy, science, technology, culture, arts, sports,
enlightenment and education, defence and security of the state
and the people.
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Pani Sabine Grusa, vdova po spisovateli a byvalém velvyslanci
venstva spolku, zalozeného v Némecku v Bonnu rok po zaloZeni
Vyboru dobré viile - Nadace Olgy Havlové v Ceskoslovensku
v kvétnu 1992. Spolek sdruzuje osobnosti spolecenského a kul-
turniho Zivota v Némecku se zajmem o Cesko a kazdoro¢né
porada nékolik benefi¢nich spole¢enskych akci (literarni cteni,
koncerty) s vyzna¢nymi hosty z ceského kulturniho prostfedi.
Spolek neni registrovanym krajanskym spolkem a nevyuziva
Zadnou institucionalni podporu, nezbytné administrativni
néklady jsou financovany vyhradné z clenskych prispévka
a vybrané pfispévky (ve vysi nékolika tisic eur rocné) jsou
odvadény Vyboru dobré viile - Nadaci Olgy Havlové. Z dart
a prispévka svych ¢lent jsou financovany socialni projekty,
v soucasné dobé napf. na podporu studia nadanych déti ze
znevyhodnéného prostredi.

Velvyslanectvi Ceské republiky v Berliné podalo v souin-
nosti s prazskym ustfedim nadace navrh na ocenéni pani
Sabine Grusa coby podékovani za dlouhodobou dobrovolnickou
¢innost a osobni angazovanost ve vedeni spolku a ve prospéch
Ceské republiky a propagace ¢eské kultury v Némecku. Pani
Grusa navstivila Ceskoslovensko poprvé vroce 1969, byla zdé-
Sena stavem zemeé a citila se jako Némka zahanbena. BEhem
Sametové revoluce v Praze v roce 1989, kdy byl Vaclav Havel
povolan na Hrad, prisahala, Ze bude pracovat pro dobro a pro-
speritu této zemé. Spolek a pani Grusa aktivné a pravidelné
kooperuje s Velvyslanectvim Ceské republiky v Berliné na po-
radanijiz tradi¢nich kulturnich akci, naposledy ¢teni a diskuze
s byvalym ministrem zahrani¢nich véci Markusem Meckelem
a Cteni s prof. Hansem Dieterem Zimmermannem, spoluvyda-
vatelem edi¢ni fady ,Ceska knihovna“.

Sabine Grusa, widow of the writer and former ambassador
Jifi Grusa, is the founder and most active board member of
the association. It was founded in Bonn, Germany, one year
after the establishment of the Committee of Good Will -
Olga Havel Foundation in Czechoslovakia in May 1992. The
association brings together personalities of social and cultural
life in Germany with an interest in Czechia, and every year
organises several fundraising social events (such as public
readings and concerts) with distinguished guests from the
Czech cultural scene. The association is not a registered
compatriot association and does not benefit from any
government funding; the necessary administrative costs are
covered exclusively from membership fees and the collected
contributions (amounting to several thousand euros per year)
are transferred to the Committee of Good Will - Olga Havel
Foundation. The donations and contributions of its members
are used to fund social projects, for example the studies of
gifted children from disadvantaged backgrounds.

The Embassy of the Czech Republic in Berlin, in co-
-operation with the Prague headquarters of the Foundation,
has nominated Sabine Grusa in appreciation of her long-
-term volunteer work and personal commitment as member
of the board to the Czech Republic and the promotion of Czech
culture in Germany. Sabine Grusa visited Czechoslovakia for
the first time in 1969, was appalled by the state of the country
and as a German felt a sense of responsibility. When she was in
Prague in 1989 during the Velvet Revolution, when Vaclav Havel
became president of Czechoslovakia, she vowed to work for the
good and prosperity of the country. The association and Sabine
Grusa work actively and regularly with the Embassy of the
Czech Republic in Berlin to organise now traditional cultural
events, most recently a public reading and discussion with
former Foreign Minister Markus Meckel and a public reading
with Professor Hans Dieter Zimmermann, co-publisher of the
“Czech Library” series.
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David Harris byl dlouholetym vykonnym reditelem Amerického
Zidovského vyboru (American Jewish Committee — AJC), dle
New York Times byl povazovan za ,doyena americkych zidov-
skych organizaci”.

Vroce 1998 byl jedinym americkym Zidovskym lidrem, ktery
byl pozvan mezi ty, kdo nevahali vypovidat pred zahrani¢nim
vyborem Senatu Spojenych stati americkych ve prospéch
prijeti Ceské republiky do NATO. Pfed tim i poté byl jednim
z nejvice aktivnich Ciniteld, ktefd se vZdy zajimali o déni v nasi
zemi a prosazovali jeji zajmy. Podle jeho vlastnich slov mu byl
Zivotnim vzorem Tomas Garrigue Masaryk, coz bylo mimo jiné
imotivem v jeho celkové praci.

David Harris je prednim zidovskym obhajcem a byl vzdy
¢inny ve verejném prostoruy, a to nejen ve Spojenych statech.
Uz za svych studentskych let, jako antikomunista pochazejici
z rusky mluviciho prosttedi, byl jednim z prvnich, ktefi pod-
porovali sovétské disidenty v jejich boji za lidska prava a so-
vétské zZidy v jejich kampani za emigraci do Izraele. Jménem
AJC David Harris vedl fadu humanitarnich iniciativ v reakei
na prirodni a clovékem zptisobené katastrofy, vcetné Balkanu,
Stfedniho vychodu, Afriky, Asie, Latinské Ameriky a Spojenych
statd. Prednasel na univerzitach Harvard, Princeton a Yale
anamnoha férech v Evropé vcetné Svétového ekonomického
féra v Davosu. V roce 2022 byl také jednim z prvnich aktivistd,
ktefi opakované navstivili Ukrajinu poté, co byla napadena,
a zorganizoval nékolik humanitarnich projektt na pomoc
jejim obyvateltim.

David Harris byl v pozici vykonného feditele tficet dva let.
V té dobé byl vefejné znamou osobnosti i také diky své pub-
lika¢ni ¢innosti, kdy svymi komentafti prispival do prednich
americkych i svétovych novin a ¢asopist. Pfed nékolika lety
napsal rozsahlou esej, ktera se jmenuje vystizné ,Zidovska
6da na Ceskou republiku‘. Shrnuje v ni vtipnym a poutavym
zplisobem sviij obdiv k nasi zemi.

David Harris was the long-serving CEO of the American Jewish
Committee (AJC), described by the New York Times as “the dean
of American Jewish organizations.”

In 1998, he was the only American Jewish leader invited to
testify before the U.S. Senate Committee on Foreign Affairs in
favor of the Czech Republic’s admission to NATO. Before and
after that, he was one of the most prominent figures who took
an active interest in what was happening in Czechia and always
promoted friendship and understanding. In David Harris’'s own
words, a role model of his was Tomas Garrigue Masaryk, whose
legacy inspired and motivated his own life’s work.

David Harris is a leading advocate for the Jewish people and
has always been active in the public square in the United States
and beyond. Already in his student days, as an inti-communist
from a Russian speaking home, he was one of the first to
support Soviet dissidents in their human rights struggle and
Soviet Jews in their campaign to emigrate to Israel. On behalf
of AJC, David Harris led a number of humanitarian initiatives
in response to natural and manmade disasters, including in
the Balkans, Middle East, Africa, Asia, Latin America and the
United States. He haslectured at Harvard, Princeton and Yale
universities and at many different venues in Europe, incl. the
World Economic Forum in Davos. In 2022, he was also one of
the first people to visit Ukrainian border multiple times, after
it was invaded, and organized several humanitarian projects
to help the Ukrainian people.

David Harris has served as Chief Executive Officer of the
AJC for 32 years. At that time, he was also a public figure,
contributing his commentaries to leading American and
global newspapers and magazines. Several years ago, he
penned a lengthy essay, aptly titled “A Jewish Ode to the Czech
Republic”’, where he summarized his admiration for Czechia
in a witty and engaging manner.
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Profesor Jan Marek je 1ékar specializujici se na détskou a prenatalni
kardiologii. V soucasné dobé ptlisobi jako vedouci lékat neinvazivni
kardiologie a prenatalni kardiologie v nemocnici Great Ormond
Street Hospital for Children (GOSH) v Londyné, jedné z nejlepsich
détskych nemocnic na svété. Zaroven je profesorem na 1. Iékarské
fakulté Univerzity Karlovy v Praze a profesorem v Institutu kardio-
vaskularnich véd na University College London.

Po svém profesnim presunu do Spojeného kralovstvi se v roce
2005 velmi aktivné zapojil do propojovani ceského a britského
1ékatstvi. Ve Spojeném kralovstvi jako prvni zavedl metodiku ul-
trazvukového vysetreni srdce déti, ktera se zde od té doby rutinné
pouziva. V Ceské republice se naopak podilel na zavedeni a rozvoji
prenatalniho ultrazvukového screeningu vrozenych srdecnich vad.
V roce 2001 provedl s tymem détského kardiocentra a porodnické
Kliniky FN Motol v CR prvni a ispé$nou primou aplikaci farmaka
pro preruseni zavazné poruchy srdec¢niho rytmu do krevniho obéhu
plodu. Pro Ceské doktory zavedl v GOSH studijni pobyty. Celkové zde
studovalo, pracovalo ¢i prednéaselo 18 1ékaiti z Ceska a Slovenska.
Trvale rovnéZ pomaha s konzultacemi slozZitych lékatskych pripad
z Détského kardiocentra Fakultni nemocnice v Motole.

Vroce 2012 zalozil spolecnost pro vyuku diagnostickych metod
v kardiologii (Smart Heart Imaging and Teaching). Tyto vyukové
kurzy jsou organizovany v Evropé, Severni Americe a Asii. Pro ev-
ropské akredita¢ni zkousky je narodnim examinatorem pro Ceskou
republiku a fada kurzi byla organizovana ve spolupraci s Karlovou
Univerzitou v Praze. Vysledky jeho klinického vyzkumu byly pub-
likovany v renomovanych ¢asopisech (vice nez 350 titul®) a fada
jeho odbornych studii byla publikovana ve spolupraci s détskym
kardiocentrem FN Motol.

Ke stému vyroci Ceské statnosti organizoval v roce 2018 ve spo-
lupréci s Velvyslanectvim CR v Londyné tzv. Den Ceského srdce,
kterého se zcastnily predni Ceskeé a britské kardiologické kapacity.
U prilezitosti 30. vyro¢i Sametové revoluce v ramci Sametového
plesu svobody organizoval ve spolupraci s Velvyslanectvim CR
v Londyné charitativni akci s vytézkem témér 12,000 liber pro
nadaci GOSH.

Jan Marek se vénuje détem v ¢eskych skolach ve Spojeném
kralovstvi. Kromé prednasek o lidském srdci sdilel napt. v ramci
oslav 30. vyroci Sametové revoluce osobni zkuSenost aktivniho
Gcastnika demonstrace 17. listopadu 1989, pti které byl zranén. Je
aktivné zapojen do charitativnich akci, pod hlavickou FN Motol,
nadace Clovék v tisni a MEDEVAC napriklad vedl v roce 1999 misi
do Kosova, odkud byly transportovany déti se srdecnim onemoc-
nénim k operacim do Prahy. V Ceské republice je v soucasné dobé
patronem spolku rodict déti se srde¢nim postizenim Srdickari
atzce spolupracuje s nadacnim fondem Be Charity, se kterym po-
maha ziskavat finanéni prostiedky pro podporu déti s nemocnym
srdcem. V roce 2023 vySel v nakladatelstvi Vysehrad biograficky
kniZni rozhovor profesora Marka s ndzvem Srdce naptil.

Renomé profesora Marka a jeho mezinarodni zasluhy o siteni
dobrého jména nejlepsich tradic ceského lékarstvi jsou bezesporu
vynikajici.

Professor Jan Marek is a physician specialising in paediatric
and prenatal cardiology. He is currently a Lead Consultant of
Echocardiography and Prenatal Cardiology at Great Ormond
Street Hospital for Children (GOSH) in London, one of the top
children’s hospitals in the world. He is also a professor at the First
Faculty of Medicine, Charles University in Prague, and a professor
at the Institute of Cardiovascular Sciences at University College
London (UCL).

After moving to the United Kingdom in 2005, he has been
actively involved in forging professional links between Czech and
British medicine. In the UK, he pioneered echocardiography -
the ultrasound examination of children’s hearts, which has been
routinely used across the nation ever since. In the Czech Republic,
he participated in developing and implementing a nationwide
foetal cardiac screening programme. In 2001, he and the team
of the Children’s Cardiac Centre and Obstetric Clinic of the
University Hospital Motol performed the first direct application
of a pharmaceutical in the foetal bloodstream to interrupt
a serious heart rhythm disorder, which was successful. At GOSH,
he introduced a study placement programme for Czech physicians,
which allowed a total of 18 doctors from Czechia and Slovakia to
study, work or lecture at the hospital. He also continues to consult
on complicated medical cases at the Children’s Cardiac Centre of
the University Hospital Motol.

In 2012, he founded a company for teaching diagnostic
methods in cardiology (Smart Heart Imaging and Teaching), whose
training courses are organised in Europe, North America and
Asia. He is the national examiner for the Czech Republic for the
European accreditation examinations and a number of courses
have been organised in co-operation with Charles University in
Prague. The results of his clinical research have been published in
renowned journals (more than 350 articles) and a number of his
scientific studies have been published in collaboration with the
Children’s Cardiac Centre of University Hospital Motol.

To mark the centenary of Czechoslovakia in 2018, the Czech
Heart Day was organised in co-operation with the Embassy of the
Czech Republicin London and was attended by leading Czech and
British cardiologists. On the occasion of the 30" anniversary of the
Velvet Revolution, he co-organised a charity event with the Embassy
of the Czech Republic in London as part of the Velvet Freedom Ball,
which raised nearly £ 12,000 for the GOSH Foundation.

Jan Marek also organises discussions with children in Czech and
British schools. In addition to lecturing on the human heart, as part
of the celebration of the 30" anniversary of the Velvet Revolution
he also shared his personal experience as an active participant
in the 17 November 1989 demonstration, where he was injured.
He is personally involved in charity events - for example, in 1999
he led a mission to Kosovo under the auspices of the University
Hospital Motol, the People in Need Foundation and MEDEVAC,
as part of which children with heart disease were transported to
Prague for surgery. In the Czech Republic, he sponsors Srdickari,
an association of parents of children with heart problems, and he
works closely with the Be Charity Foundation to help raise funds to
support children with heart disease. In 2023, Vysehrad published
a biographical book interview with Professor Marek entitled Srdce
naptil (The Heart in Half).

Professor Marek’s renown and his contribution to the excellent
international reputation of Czech medicine are undoubtedly
outstanding and worthy of recognition.



TOMAS
RiZEK

ILUSTRATOR, GRAFIK, MALIR A NAKLADATEL
/ ILLUSTRATOR, GRAPHIC DESIGNER, PAINTER AND PUBLISHER

TCHAJ-WAN
/ TAIWAN

Pan Rizek se jiz témér dvé desetileti zabyva uméleckou a na-
kladatelskou ¢innosti na Tchaj-wanu - kromeé jeho volné ma-
litské tvorby zde zalozil nakladatelstvi Mi:Lu Publishing, které
vydava nejen jeho knihy, ale také knihy jinych ¢eskych autort
preloZené do tradi¢nich znak, a rovnéz spoluiniciuje prekla-
dy tchajwanské prozy do Cestiny. Ilustroval desitky détskych
knih aje autorem série pfibéht na motivy ptivodnich obyvatel
Tchaj-wanu - postupneé vydava knihy o jednotlivych zdejsich
domorodych kmenech, coz se setkava s nebyvalym ohlasem.
Kniha Sestrelte slunce byla naptiklad ocenéna Ministerstvem
kultury Tchaj-wanu a zarazena mezi 40 knih doporucenych
jako Cetba pro Skolaky a stfedoskolaky, coz je jisté zcela oje-
dinély Gspéch, zejména pro cizince. Je jedinym zahranicnim
autorem, jehoz knihy figuruji na seznamu doporucené cetby
pro zakladni skoly vydavaném ministerstvem skolstvi. Pan
Rizek porada celou fadu vystav svych vytvarnych dél a pre-
devsim navstévuje Skoly a détské knihovny po tchajwanskych
regionech, kde porada oblibené a zadané vytvarni workshopy
pro déti. Jeho obrazy jsou trvale vystaveny ve vstupni hale nové
budovy ministerstva kultury Tchaj-wanu.

Ve své volné tvorbé se vénuje rozmérnym triptychtim tema-
ticky vychazejicich z mistniho prostredi a v drobné&jsich mal-
bach propaguje Ceskou republiku uzivanim techniky ,vajecné
tempery", se kterou se vminulosti seznamil pti svém osobnim
studiu malby kopirovanim gotickych madon.

V roce 2019 zahdjil také pedagogickou ¢innost - vede atelié-
ryilustrace a malby na Chinese Culture Universtiry v Tchaj-peji
a spolupracuje s mnoha dalSimi univerzitami a institucemi.

Nakladatelstvi Tomase Rizka Mi:Lu Publishing, které
ma Ceskou i tchajwanskou poboc¢ku, zaznamenalo mimo-
radny Gspéch - jim vydand kniha tchajwanského autora Lo
Ch'ing/a s ndzvem Krabicka zdpalek byla nominovana na cenu
Magnesia Litera 2021 v kategorii Litera za prekladovou knihu
(pfel. Dusan Andrs).

Dle koncepce Toméase Rizka bude Mi:L1 Publishing vydavat
jednu ¢eskou knihu na Tchaj-wanu ro¢né (v roce 2021 byla
vydana Erbenova Kytice, ktera je rovnéz doporucenou cetbou
pro studenty na Tchaj-wanu). V roce 2022 obdrzel Tomas Rizek
grant Ministerstva kultury Ceské republiky za ii¢elem piekla-
du knihy I. Vyskocila Vzdyt prece létat je snadné. Systematické
predkladani kvalitni ceské literatury tchajwanskému publiku
véetné citlivého uvedeni s dobrou znalosti mistniho kontextu
povazujeme za zasadni pfinos budovani dobrého jména Ceské
republiky na Tchaj-wanu.

Cena Gratias agit byla navrzena panu Tomasi Rizkovi za jeho
dlouhodobé aktivity zamérené predevsim na tchajwanské déti
amladez soustavné zviditelfiujici Ceskou republiku a zdsadnim
zpusobem prispivajici k budovani dobrého jména nasi zemé.

Toma$ Rizek has been an artist and publisher in Taiwan for
nearly two decades. In addition to painting, he is the founder of
Mi:Lu Publishing, a publishing house which publishes his own
books, and works by other Czech authors, in traditional Chinese
characters. He is also involved in commissioning translations
of Taiwanese prose into Czech. He has illustrated dozens of
children’s books and is the author of a series of stories based
on the indigenous people of Taiwan. He has been gradually
publishing books about the various local indigenous tribes,
which has met with unprecedented acclaim. His book Shoot
Down the Sun won an award from Taiwan's Ministry of Culture
and was even included among the 40 recommended books
for primary school and secondary school students - a rare
achievement, especially for a foreigner. He is the only foreign
author whose books are included on the list of recommended
reading for primary schools published by the Ministry of
Education. Tomas Rizek organises exhibitions of his artwork
and regularly visits schools and children’s libraries throughout
Taiwan to hold art workshops for children, which are very
popular and in high demand. His paintings are on permanent
display in the lobby of the new building of the Ministry of
Culture of Taiwan.

In his work, he creates large triptychs thematically based on
the local environment. In smaller paintings, he promotes the
Czech Republic by using the “egg tempera” technique, which
he learnt during his personal study of painting by copying
Gothic Madonnas.

In 2019, he also started teaching: he runs illustration and
painting studios at the Chinese Culture University in Taipei
and collaborates with many other universities and institutions.

Mi:Lu Publishing - which operates branches in both the
Czech Republic and Taiwan - has recently celebrated an
extraordinary success: The Matchbox by Taiwanese author
Lo Ch'ing (translated by Dusan Andr$) was nominated for the
Magnesia Litera 2021 award in the category of translated books.

According to Tomas Rizek’s creative vision, Mi:Lu Publishing
will publish a Czech book in Taiwan every year (in 2021, it was
Erben’s A Bouquet of Folk Legends, which has also become
recommended reading for Taiwanese students). In 2022, Tomas
Rizek received a grant from the Ministry of Culture of the Czech
Republic to translate Ivan Vyskocil's book VZdyt prece Iétat je
snadné (Indeed, it is easy to fly) into Taiwanese. The systematic
presentation of Czech literature to the Taiwanese public,
including a sensitive introduction with a sound knowledge of
the local context, contributes to the positive reputation of the
Czech Republic in Taiwan.

Tomas$ Rizek has been nominated for the Gratias Agit award
in recognition of his long-term activities aimed primarily at
Taiwanese children and young people, which have consistently
helped to raise awareness of the Czech Republic and have
contributed to the country’s prestige.
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/ EDITOR

VELKA BRITANIE
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PaniJana Sommerlad pracuje od roku 1970 jako prekladatelka,
redaktorka ¢asopisu Newsletter: The Friends of Czech Heritage
afeditelka propagace. Casopis Newsletter: The Friends of Czech
Heritage seznamuje Ctenare ve Velké Britanii s nasi historii,
s pamatkami a viibec s ¢eskou kulturou na vysoké profesio-
nalni Grovni.

PaniJana Sommerlad se do Anglie vdala v Sedesatych letech
za pracovnika BBC 4 a velmi iniciativné a zasluzné organizovala
pro zajemce kulturni akce - koncerty, vystavy, prednasky a dis-
kuse o Ceskoslovensku a Ceské republice, spole¢nosti a kultu-
Te. Mezi témi, s nimiz spolupracovala, byli i takové osobnosti
jako dirigenti Libor Pesek nebo Jifi Bélohlavek, ktefi méli oba
ve Velké Britanii své vdécné publikum.

0Od roku 2008 je ve vedeni britské dobrovolnické organizace
The Friends of Czech Heritage v Londyné, ktera zajistuje fondy
na opravu historickych pamatek v Ceské republice, dobrovolné
brigady v ¢eskych pamatkovych objektech a izkou spolupraci
avyménu zkuSenosti mezi pamatkati ve Velké Britanii a Ceské
republice.

Since 1970, Jana Sommerlad has worked as a translator and
editor of the Newsletter: The Friends of Czech Heritage maga-
zine, as well as promotion director. Newsletter: The Friends of
Czech Heritage is a highly professional magazine that intro-
duces British readers to Czech history, heritage and Czech
culture in general.

Jana Sommerlad first arrived in Britain in the 1960s when
she married a BBC4 employee. She took great initiative and
invested personal effort in organising cultural events such
as concerts, exhibitions, lectures and discussions about
Czechoslovakia and later the Czech Republic, its society and
culture. She collaborated with important personalities such
as conductors Libor PeSek and Jif{ Bélohlavek, both of whom
have found appreciative audiences in the United Kingdom.

Since 2008, she has directed the British volunteer
organisation The Friends of Czech Heritage in London, which
provides funding for the repair of historical monuments in
the Czech Republic, finds volunteer helpers for work on Czech
heritage buildings and maintains the close co-operation and
exchange of experience between preservationists in the UK
and the Czech Republic.
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BOHEMIAN BENEVOLENT
& LITERARY ASSOCIATION

Poslanim krajanské organizace Bohemian Benevolent & Literary
Association (dale jen ,BBLA") je zachovani éeského i slovenské-
ho kulturniho dédictvi v zahrani¢ia adresna a i¢elna podpora
krajanskych aktivit v New Yorku a okoli, jakoZ i navazani kul-
turniho a spolec¢enského dialogu mezi ceskou a slovenskou
komunitou a americkou verejnosti.

BBLA byla zaloZena vroce 1891, aby zastupovala Ceské a slo-
venské kulturni, vzdélavaci a sportovni krajanské spolky. Za pfi-
spéni nové prichozich pfistéhovalct byla v roce 1896 postavena
Ceska narodni budova (dale jen ,Bohemian National Hall/
Ceska narodni budova“) jako misto pro setkavani krajanské
obce a jednotlivych spolki v ramci BBLA na manhattanském
Upper East Side. JiZ vice nez sto let hraje BBLA dilezitou roli
pri zachovani kulturniho dédictvi slovanskych pristéhovalcli
v New Yorku a udrzovani kontaktt s jejich rodnymi zemémi.

Vroce 1999 byl béhem jednani predstavenstva BBLA prave
vBohemian National Hall/Ceské narodni budové schvalen navrh
na pievod budovy do rukou Ceské republiky za symbolicky 1.
Rekonstrukce Bohemian National Hall/Ceské narodni budovy
z prostredku krajanské komunity se stala ekonomicky nepro-
veditelnou. V roce 2001 proto bylo vlastnictvi pfevedeno z or-
ganizace BBLA na Ceskou republiku. V souc¢asné dobé BBLA
poskytuje podporu Sesti clenskym organizacim a tispésné
napliuje své poslani prezentovat ceskou stopu v New Yorku
i okoli v izké spolupraci s angazovanymi odborniky z oblasti
hudby, literatury, vytvarného umeéni, designu, architektury,
historie a dal$ich obord.

Diky progresivnimu vedeni BBLA prezidentem Josephem
Balazem doslo od roku 2006 k dal§imu rozvoji organiza-
ce i rozsireni jeji programové nabidky. V§raznym posu-
nem bylo predevsim od roku 2018 u prilezitosti 100. vy-
ro¢i zalozeni Ceskoslovenska zavedeni ceny ,Bohemian
Benevolent & Literary Association Award“ za mimoradné
zasluhy ceské a slovenské komunity. Nositelkou inaugurac-
ni ceny se stala Madeleine Albrightova. Cena je predavana
kazdoro¢né na vyro¢nim galaveceru poradaném spolecné
s Nadaci Knihovny Vaclava Havla v Bohemian National Hall/
Ceské narodni budové.

Mezi nejvyznamnéjsi akce BBLA v posledni dobé patfi-
ly predevsim projekty k pripomenuti 100. vyro¢i zalozeni
Ceskoslovenska, kazdoro¢ni galavecer s predanim ocené-
ni BBLA Awards vyznamnym osobnostem vefejného zZivota
(naposled v roce 2022 ocenén vytvarnik a spisoval Petr Sis),
koncerty, prednasky a vystavy: napf. rockovy koncert k 33.vy-
roc¢i Sametové revoluce pod nazvem ,The Power of the Heart:
Vaclav Havel & Lou Reed", série poradili ,6 minute challenge”
predstavujici Gspésné Cechy v USA, vystava prezivsiho holo-
kaustu malite Freda Terna a dalsi.

BBLA jeipres svou dlouhou historii sebevédomou soudobou
instituci hrdé pecujici o ¢eské kulturni dédictvi a krajanskou
agendu v zahranici, jeho moderni a soucasnou prezentaci
a uchovani téchto hodnot a tradic také pro budouci generace.

The mission of the Bohemian Benevolent & Literary Association
(BBLA) is to preserve Czech and Slovak cultural heritage abroad
and to provide targeted and effective support for Czech and
Slovak activities in New York City, as well as to build a cultural
and social dialogue between the Czech and Slovak communities
and the American public.

BBLA was established in 1891 to represent Czech and Slovak
cultural, educational, and athletic community groups. With
contributions from newly arrived immigrants, the Bohemian
National Hall was built in 1896 as a gathering place for these
compatriots and their organisations within the BBLA on
Manhattan’s Upper East Side. For over a hundred years, the
BBLA has played an important role in preserving the cultural
heritage of Slavic immigrants in New York and maintaining
contacts with their original lands.

In 1999, during a meeting of the BBLA Board of Trustees
at the Bohemian National Hall, a proposal was approved to
transfer the building to the Czech Republic for a symbolic
1US dollar, as the Bohemian National Hall needed renovating,
and using only the funds collected by the compatriot
community was not enough to cover this. Consequently,
the ownership was transferred from the BBLA to the Czech
state in 2001. At present, the BBLA supports six member
organisations and successfully fulfils its mission to present
the Czech heritage in New York City and the surrounding area
in close collaboration with dedicated professionals in the fields
of music, literature, visual arts, design, architecture, history
and other disciplines.

Thanks to the leadership of BBLA President Joseph Balaz,
the organisation has continued to grow and expand its
programme offerings since 2006. A significant step forward
was the introduction of the Bohemian Benevolent & Literary
Association Award for outstanding contributions of the Czech
and Slovak community in 2018 on the occasion of the 100*
anniversary of the founding of Czechoslovakia. Madeleine
Albright was the recipient of the inaugural award. The award is
presented each year at an annual gala dinner organised jointly
with the Vaclav Havel Library Foundation at the Bohemian
National Hall.

Among the most important recent events organised by the
BBLA were projects commemorating the 100" anniversary
of the founding of Czechoslovakia, the annual gala evening
with the presentation of BBLA Awards to prominent public
figures (artist and writer Petr Sis received the award in 2022),
lectures, exhibitions and concerts, such as a rock concert on
the occasion of the 33 anniversary of the Velvet Revolution
entitled “The Power of the Heart: Vaclav Havel & Lou Reed”,
a series of “6 minute challenge” programmes featuring
successful Czechs in the USA, an exhibition by painter and
Holocaust survivor Fred Terna, and many more.

With its long history, the BBLA is a confident and modern
institution that takes pride in its Czech compatriots and their
cultural heritage, presenting it in a modern and contemporary
way and preserving these values and traditions for future
generations.
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