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JAN FISCHER

The Prime Minister of the Czech Republic



Jan Fischer was born in Prague in 1951, to a family of mathematical statisticians and actuarial mathematicians. His father was a scientific employee of the Mathematics Institute of the Czech Academy of Science and devoted himself to statistical applications in genetics, breeding, and medicine.


Fischer finished his studies at the National Economics Faculty of the University of Economics, Prague, with a degree in Statistics and Econometrics in 1974. He joined the statistical office after graduating and worked there until the beginning of the 1980s as a research employee of the Research Institute of Socioeconomic Information (then a part of the statistics office). In 1985, he finished his post-graduate studies at the Prague School of Economics and gained the title of Candidate of Science in the field of economic statistics. He served in various functions at the Federal Statistical Office until 1990, when he became deputy chairman of the office. After the creation of an independent Czech Republic in 1993, he became the deputy chairman of the Czech Statistical Office.


From the beginning of the 1990s, he led teams processing the results of parliamentary and municipal elections. He was also in charge of contacts with the European Union's Eurostat Statistical Office. In the spring of 2001, he worked on a mission of the International Monetary Fund which examined the possibility of building statistical services in East Timor.


From September 2000, he worked as the director of the production department for the Taylor Nelson Sofres Factum Company, and from March 2002 until his naming as chairman of the Czech Statistical Office, he was the head of the research facilities of the Faculty of Informatics and Statistics of the Prague School of Economics.


He was named chairman of the Czech Statistical Office by the President of the Czech Republic on April 24, 2003.


He was named Prime Minister by the President of the Czech Republic on April 9, 2009.


He is a member of a number of prestigious institutions, including the Czech Statistics Society, the International Statistics Institute, the Science Council, the Board of Trustees of the University of Economics, Prague, as well as the Science Council of the University of J.E. Purkyně in Ústí nad Labem.


Jan Fischer is married for the second time and is the father of three children.

PANELISTS AND MODERATORS


PETR BROD

Petr Brod was born in Prague in 1951. Together with his parents, he moved to Bavaria in 1969. After graduating from secondary school in Munich, he studied political science, East and Southeast European history, and journalism at the University of Munich where he gained his M.A. in 1977. He also studied at the London School of Economics and Political Science and Harvard University.

 
Between 1980 and 1987, he held various positions with BBC radio and television in London. Later, he worked for Radio Free Europe until 1993, first serving in various posts in Munich and in 1990–1992 as the station’s first permanent correspondent and bureau chief in Prague. In 1993, Brod joined the staff of the Süddeutsche Zeitung in Munich and left the paper in 1996. After a two-year stint as a freelance journalist in Munich, he returned to the daily as its Prague correspondent.

 
In 2000, Brod rejoined the BBC and was in charge of its Prague bureau. Since 2006, he has been freelancing in Prague. His activities have included presenting the program Historical Magazine on Czech public television’s news and current affairs station CT24.
 

PETER DEMETZ

Peter Demetz was born in Prague on October 21, 1922. He is Sterling Profesor Emeritus at Yale University in New Haven, CT. He received his degrees from Charles University (1948), Columbia University (1954), and Ph.D. in Comparative Literature from Yale University (1956). He also served as President of the Modern Language Association  in 1981. 


After the 1989 Velvet Revolution, Demetz received visiting appointments at Ostrava and Brno Universities (1992–2000). He specializes in 18th–20th century literature, especially works in German, Czech, and English/American and literary theory. Additionally, he served as editor of Cultural Features, Radio Free Europe (1950–1952). Demetz is author of eleven books, including Marx, Engels, and the Poets (1967), Formen des Realismus (1968), After the Fires: Recent writing in the Germanies, Austria and Switzerland (1986), Prague in Black and Gold (1998, available also in Czech, German, and Italian), The Air Show of Brescia (2002), Prague in Danger (2008), and Dějiště: Čechy (2008). He published many essays in professional journals and regular reviews in Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung. He also translated numerous works, such as Die Grossmutter (1959), together with Hana Demetzová (Babička, by Božena Němcová), or František Halas, Poesie (1965). 
Peter Demetz has received several awards including the Golden Goethe Medal (1971), Commander's Cross of the Order of Merit (Federal Republic of Germany, 1984), Wilbur Cross Medal (Yale University, 1990), Czech Presidential Medal for cultural and scientific merits (October 28, 2001) and Award by Lord Mayor of Prague (2002).


HELEN EPSTEIN
Helen Epstein is a journalist, lecturer and the author of five books of literary non-fiction including Children of the Holocaust (Deti Holocaustu) and Where She Came From: A Daughter's Search for her Mother's History -- a family memoir and social history of 200 years of Central European Jewish life (Nalezena minulost). Those, and her biography Joe Papp: An American Life were named New York Times Notable Books of the Year.


She is also the English translator of Heda Margolius Kovaly's Under A Cruel Star: A Life in Prague.

Born in Prague in 1947 and brought to the U.S. as a baby immigrant in 1948, Helen grew up in New York City and graduated from Hunter College High School (1965), Hebrew University/Jerusalem (1970), and the Columbia Graduate School of Journalism (1971).



She became an inadvertant journalist during the Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968; her personal account was published in the Jerusalem Post, where she subsequently worked as a reporter.


Following her graduation from the Columbia Graduate School of Journalism, she taught writing at New York University, where she became the first tenured woman professor in the journalism department and for the next two decades freelanced for the Sunday New York Times and other national publications. Her profiles of cultural figures have received various awards. Her profiles of musicians Leonard Bernstein, Vladimir Horowitz and Yo-Yo Ma have been collected in her book Music Talks. 

Her books have been translated into Czech, Hungarian, French, Italian, Swedish, Dutch, German, Spanish, Japanese and Chinese. A full list of her publications and activities can be found on her website: www.helenepstein.com.


WILMA IGGERS
Wilma Iggers was born in Mirkov near Horšovský Týn in 1921. She attended German grade school there, and then commuted to the Czech gymnasium in Domažlice. She and her family left home before the Munich agreement, and emigrated to Canada in October, 1938. 

Iggers received her B.A. in French and German from McMaster University in Hamilton, Ontario in 1942. For almost two years, she worked as a postal censorship examiner in Ottawa. When she received her Ph.D. in Germanic Languages and Literature at the University of Chicago, she had been teaching at several colleges and universities. She and her husband taught at colleges in Little Rock and New Orleans for eleven years. They spent two years in France and Germany respectively doing research. After two years in Chicago where she taught at Loyola University, she and her husband moved to Buffalo, teaching at Canisius College for 26 years.



Her main book publications, in English and German, are The Jews of Bohemia and Moravia, and Women of Prague. Karl Kraus, a Viennese Critic of the Twentieth Century appeared in English, and the autobiography written jointly with her husband Georg Iggers, appeared in English, German, Spanish, and Czech (under the title Dva pohledy na dějiny). Among her smaller publications, the most meaningful was the Czech part of the catalog for the exhibition “Mythen der Nationen” at the German Historical Museum. She called it “Paradise Lost,” although she is not totally uncritical of her original homeland.



Iggers has remained in touch through the years with friends in the Czech lands and with expelled Germans in Germany, and has found new friends in her almost annual visits. She is a member of a group “Kruh přátel česko-německého porozumění,” and an honorary citizen of Horšovský Týn. She was awarded the prize Gratias agit by the government of the Czech Republic.

She has three children who enjoy her Czech cooking, four grandchildren, and a great granddaughter. One granddaughter just received her B.A. in Czech Studies and in History at the University of Toronto.
PAMELA NADELL

Pamela S. Nadell, the Inaugural Patrick Clendenen Professor of History, is the program chair of American University’s (AU) Jewish Studies Program. A specialist in American Jewish history and women’s history, she teaches a variety of courses in Jewish civilization. 


In 2007, she received AU’s highest faculty award, the Scholar/Teacher of the Year. Her books include Women Who Would Be Rabbis: A History of Women's Ordination, 1889-1985 (Beacon Press, 1998), which was a finalist for the National Jewish Book Award and a main selection of the Jewish Book Club. Past chair of the Academic Council of the American Jewish Historical Society, she was deeply involved in the activities commemorating 350 years of Jewish life in America. Her consulting work for museums includes the Library of Congress and the new National Museum of American Jewish History currently under construction on Philadelphia’s Independence Mall. Nadell received her B.A. in Hebraic Studies from Douglass College, Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey, and her Ph.D. and M.A. degrees in History from The Ohio State University.
MÍLA RECHCÍGL

Míla Rechcígl is one of the founders and Past President of the Czechoslovak Society of Arts and Sciences (SVU).  A native of Mladá Boleslav, Czechoslovakia, he has lived in the U.S. since 1950. He has been trained as biochemist and nutritionist and spent most of his professional career working for the U.S. Federal Government, first as a research biochemist and later as a science administrator. 
Apart from his scientific and science administrative work, Rechcígl devoted some 50 years  of his life to the development of the Czechoslovak Society of Arts and Sciences (SVU). He was responsible for the first two Society’s World Congresses which were a great success and which put the Society on the world map. He also edited  the Congress proceedings and for a number of years was responsible for the Society’s publication program.  Rechcígl was also involved in one way or another with most of the subsequent SVU World Congresses, including those in Prague, Brno, Bratislava, Washington, DC, Plzeň, Olomouc and České Budějovice. He was also instrumemtal in establishing the SVU Research Institute and for launching  the English periodical Kosmas. 

Through his initiative, the National Heritage Commission was also established with the aim of preserving Czech and Slovak heritage in America. Under its aegis, he undertook a comprehensive survey of Czech-related historic sites, monuments, and archival materials in the U.S. which were later published in book form. 

Among historians, he is considered an authority on immigration history in which area he published several monographs and numerous articles in scholarly journals. As a part of his scholarly activities, he carried out  extensive research on the early immigration of Jews to America from the territory of former Czechoslovakia and on the cultural contributions of Bohemian and Czech Jews to America.


MARK TALISMAN

Born and raised in Cleveland, Ohio, Mark Talisman graduated from Harvard University with honors in European History. He came to Washington to begin his 14-year tenure as the youngest person ever appointed as chief of staff to a member of Congress, joining Congressman Charles Vanik’s staff in 1963. 

Talisman was deeply involved with the shepherding of the Jackson-Vanik Amendment through the House of Representatives for Congressman Vanik and many other major bills. He chaired the Organization of Chiefs of Staff to Members of Congress. He also produced 40 half-hour programs on the history and operations of the Federal Government and the interactions of the three branches of government for major television markets across the country.  

Upon leaving the Hill, Talisman went on to create the office to represent all 220 Jewish federations to agencies, Congress, and the diplomatic corps. In his tenure, he created the Matching Grant Program to resettle Soviet Jews in the U.S. and Israel; the National Emergency Food and Shelter Program; the National Fuel Assistance Program; The National Creative Arts Program, and many more. These programs were adopted widely through interfaith activities and the Conference of Mayors and the Governors Association.

In 1971 and again in 1972, Talisman was appointed as a fellow at the John F. Kennedy Institute of Politics at Harvard University where he created the Newly Elected Members of Congress program.


In 1980, President Jimmy Carter appointed Talisman as the founding vice chairman of the U.S. Holocaust Council and Memorial Museum. Since then, he has been very active in assisting in developing and teaching Jewish history and Holocaust studies in Prague, Cracow, and other cities. He was the co-founder and vice chair of the Center for Jewish History and Culture associated with Jagellonian University in Cracow, and the semester abroad program in Prague for Jewish and Holocaust studies. 


Furthermore, he and his wife Jill created Project Judaica Foundation to create world class exhibitions on Jewish themes and preserve all forms of Judaic culture.  His most extensive service has been in Prague with the Jewish Museum, the Jewish and general communities, and at Terezín. During his service as the president of Project Judaica Foundation, he has not only created world class exhibitions but has also operated the center devoted to Jewish history and culture in Cracow and Prague, helping to conserve, exhibit, and protect the unique collections as well as unearth hidden collections of rare Judaica stolen by the Nazis and held secretly by the Communists. The detail of this work is accessible at www.jucaica.org.
Talisman has represented the Hopi and other American Indian tribes over the past eight years. He has served as consultant to a number of groups working to assure that survivors of the Holocaust receive appropriate shares of the funds negotiated in many different areas in which the Nazis and others stole Jewish assets. These include the Nazi Gold Train case, the Swiss Bank case, works of art and slave labor, among others. 


Currently, Talisman sits on many national boards in the non-profit sector, including the Committee on Conscience; the Education Committee; the Foreign Relations Committee at the U. S. Holocaust Memorial Museum; vice chair of the Board of the Center for Jewish History and Culture in Cracow, Poland; faculty of the U. S. Civil Service Executive Training Center; the Institute of Politics Board of Visitors; Harvard University; among many others. He also serves as the Jewish advisor to the National Cathedral of the Episcopal Church in Washington, D.C., and founder and member of the Abrahamic Table.
Mark Talisman is married to Jill Dworkin. They have two children, Jessica and Raphael. Jessica and Jason happily have now produced two wonderful grandchildren, Colby and Gus.

Contact: metpjf@aol.com | www.judaica.org
JENNA WEISSMAN JOSELIT

Jenna Weissman Joselit, a celebrated historian of daily life, specializes in the history and culture of America’s Jews and U.S. cultural history from the late 19th century on through the 1950s.  The Charles E. Smith Professor of Judaic Studies as well as a professor of history at the George Washington University, she has also most recently been a Distinguished Visiting Scholar at the John W. Kluge Center of the Library of Congress.
Her work, both within and outside the classroom, pays especially close attention to the relationship between material culture and identity. Her many books include The Wonders of America: Reinventing Jewish Culture, 1880-1950, which received the National Jewish Book Award in History, and A Perfect Fit:  Clothes, Character, and the Promise of America.  Professor Weissman Joselit is currently at work on a book about America’s embrace of the Ten Commandments. 

In addition to her academic pursuits, she has written a monthly column for The Forward newspaper for ten years now and is a frequent contributor to The New Republic, TNR Online, and Gastronomica. 
