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Talking Points
I. Introduction
A. Jews in Bohemia – role in history
B. Bohemian Jews in America - difficulties in identifying – because Bohemia, part of Austria-Hungary, Bohemian Jews frequently associated with Austrians, Germans or Hungarians. Will try to make it right!

Now I can usually recognize them from their names – unique in a way, i.e.:

Kohn, Abeles, Adler, Arnstein, Bleier, Bloch, Block, Bondy, Busch, Eckstein, Eidlitz, Eisler, Eisner, Ernst, Fantl, Feigl, Fischel, Fischer, Fleischer, Fleischner, Frankel, Freud, Freund, Fried, Fuerst, Glaser, Hahn, Heller, Jeiteles, Kahler, Karpeles, Kisch, Klauber, Korbel, Kraus, Krauskopf,  Kuh, Lederer, Loewy, Petscheck, Pick, Popper, Porges, Rosenwasser, Rosewater,  Stein, Steindler, Steiner, Taussig, Wehle, Weidenthal, Weiner, Weil, Weinberger, Weiskopf, Weiss, Winternitz

Named after cities: Brandeis, Haurowitz (Horovice), Nachod, Neustadtl (Nove Mesto), Prag, Pribram, Taussig (Domazlice)., 

Czech names – Jellinek, Morawetz, Pokorny, Polacek, Pribram, Roubicek, Ruzicka, Stransky, Zelenka
     II. First Bohemian Jew in America
First Colonist in 1585 Joachim Gans from Prague – came to Roanoke, NC – expedition organized by Sir Walter Raleigh.      
    III. Early Pioneer Settlers
Bf. 1740 – Uriah Hyam – NYC

1741 – Elias Wollin – NYC
   “Elias Wollin of Bohemia, who had served in His Imperial Majesty's   Army as Chirurgeon four years, infallibly and instantly Cures the Tooth Ach to Admiration, also Bleeds without any Manner of Pain, Cups in the Like Manner; Wounds, Swellings and Sores are also cured wonderfully by him in a Short Time, he has made sundry Cures of the Tooth Achs in Presence of Many”

1742 – Mathias Bush – Philadelphia - native of Prague - wealthy merchant – signatory of 1765 Philadelphia Merchant Non importation Act
1754 – Bernard Gratz – Philadelphia

1759 – Michael Gratz – Philadelphia

1783- Joseph Karpeles - Philadelphia

1790s – the Bloch family from Svihov settled in Baltimore, MD and    Richmond, VA

    IV. Early 19th Century Settlers
Louisiana (bf. 1806) - New Orleans - Samuel Kohn (1783-1853)

Maryland (1806) – Baltimore - Levi Colmus (1782-1856)

Arkansas (1823) – Washington – Capt. Abraham Block 

Massachusetts  (1827) – Boston – Joseph Grund (1803-1863)

Kentucky (1829-) - Louisa Block (ca 1800-) married Abraham Jonas

Missouri (1834) Abraham Weigl, Nathan Abeles

Massachusetts (1837) Francis Joseph Grund (1805-1863) in Boston
New York (1838) Simon Pollak – then moved to LA, to TN and MO
Illinois (1842) – Chicago - Henry Horner settled in Chicago
South Carolina (1843) Leopold Weiskopf

Wisconsin (1844) Isaac Neustadtl settled in Milwaukee
 Michigan  (1845)  Solomon Weil  (1821-1891) from Ckyne, Bohemia settled in Ann Arbor in 1845, after having immigrated to America in 1843.

Ohio (1846) – Rabbi Isaac M. Wise 
Indiana (1848) Adolf Brandeis

Texas (1849) Leopold Karpeles (1838-1909) settled in Galveston; joined brother Emil

California (1849) Elias M. Block settled in San Francisco

New Jersey (1850) Moses Bleier

Oregon (1852) Louis Fleischner settled on Portland
          DC (1852) Solomon Pribram (1799-1864) from Bohemia must have 
              resided in Washington, DC because that year he was elected the first 
              president of the Washington Hebrew Congregation. 
  V. Notable Personalities of Bohemian Jews and their descendants in America
A. Public Life
1. Executive Branch –
Mme Madeleine Albright
Caspar Weinberger
2. Legislative Branch
Senators: 
Benjamin F. Jonas
John F. Kerry - His grandfather Frederick Kerry, orig. Fritz Kohn, was a native of Horni Benesov in Moravia. His grandmother Ida Loewe was also of Moravian ancestry, orig, from the village of Boskovice.
Congressmen: 
Adolph J. Sabath (IL)
Henry Myer Phillps (PA)
3. Judiciary Branch
Louis D. Brandeis, Justice of US Supreme Court
4. Governors
     Henry Horner (IL)

5. Mayors
Julius Fleischmann – mayor of Cincinnati - youngest 
Isaac W. Taussig  22nd Mayor of Jersey City, New Jersey.
B. Rabbis
     Isaac Mayer Wise –  from Lomnicka - founder of Reformed Judaism in US

Bernard Illowy – one of founders of Orthodox Judaism in US
Stephen Samuel Wise –Portland, OR
Maxmillian Heller – New Orleans

James G. Heller – Cincinnati, OH

Emanuel Schreiber – Chicago

Moses J. Gries – Cleveland, OH

Leo Jung – New York City

Jacob Kohn – Los Angeles

C. Military
Involved in every American war, starting with the Revolutionary War

Leopold Karpeles – Medal of Honor – during Civil War
Robert E. Steiner – brig. General – on Mexican border
Edward D. Taussig – Rear adm. – too possession of Guam for US 1899

Joseph K. Taussig – Vice adm., - World War I
Claude Charles Bloch – Rear Adm., chief Navy Commander of Pearl during the attack on Pearl Harbor
D.  Business

1. Merchants
David Adler – Milwaukee reorganized as the David Adler and Sons Clothing Co., which grew to be one of the largest wholesale clothing houses in the United States

Louis Taussig – San Francisco The Taussig Co. became one of the largest wholesale outfits in the west, eventually expanding into Cincinnati (located at 15 Sycamore St.) and New York City (at 9 Delancy St.) and were proprietors of the White Elm Distilling Co. in Covington, KY.

Jonas Brandeis – Omaha - founder of the House of Brandeis stores

          Henry Horner – Chicago – When Hannah and his four sons took charge of 
            business, which became one of the leading grocery wholesalers in the 
            Midwest. He was instrumental in forming the Chicago Board of Trade. 

               Abraham Klauber – San Diego - wholesale dealers in groceries. 

Frank S, Pohanka – automobile dealer in Washington s. 1918
Bruce A. Gimbel – headed department store chain
2. Manufacturers

Tobias Kohn- founder of silk manufacturing in US

Charles Louis Fleischmann – manufacturer of yeast

Joseph Bulova of Bohemia– developed or the Bulova watch and the founder of the Bulova Co. 
Ester Lauder – founder of cosmetic and fragrance industry “Estee Lauder”

3. Corporate Executives
Michael Eisner – head of Walt Disney production, Hollywood

H & R Block – world tax preparation firm established by 2 brothers, Henry W. and Richard Bloch of Czech ancestry – 12,000 offices.
4. Bankers & Financiers

Moritz Kopperl -  Galveston, TX  saved from bankruptcy 

Louis Fleischner – Portland, OR

Jacob Furth – Seattle. WA
Burghard Steiner - Birmingham, AL -Banker and industrial financier – established banking house of Steiner Brothers
Jacob Barth – San Francisco, CA

5. Realtors

Frederick Brown –NYC - realtor

Louis R. Lurie - b. Chicago, IL- realtor and builder. President, Lurie Co., San Francisco

Albert Pick - b. Chicago, IL, Owner of a large hotel chain.
E. Medicine, Science & Technology

Helen Taussig –blue baby syndrome operation, warned against deformities caused by the drug Thalidomide. One of first women elected to NAS.

Abraham Flexner – reformer of US medical education; founder of Inst. for Advanced Study in Princeton.

Simon Flexner – prof. pathology at Johns Hopkins Univ.; discoverer of “Flexner bacillus”; founder and first president of Rockefeller Institute, NYC, later University.
Carl Koller – discoverer of cocaine as local eye anesthetic.

Gerty Theresa Cori  with her husband Carl shared Noble prize for fundamental discoveries in biochemistry
Emil Wolf – physics

Charles Loewner – mathematics

Felix Bloch – Nobel prize laureate – quantum theory and magnetic resonance
Walter Kohn – Nobel laureate in physics

David J. Gross – Nobel laureate in physics

Wolfgang Pauli (nee Pascheles) – Nobel laureate in physics

Karl Arnstein – design and construction of air ships 
Louis Edward  Levy - Invented a photo‑chemical engraving process called "levy-type", which was patented in 1875.  

F. Humanities and Social Sciences
Herbert Feigl – philosophy, U. Minnesota
Ernest Nagel – philosophy

Stephen Korner – philosophy Yale U.
Alfred Schutz - Philosopher and sociologist 
Hans Kohn – history

Ehrich Kahler – literature
Peter Demetz – comparative literature

Isaac Bacon – linguistics
Frank WilliamTaussig (1859-1940)– economics

Joseph A. Schumpeter (1883-1950)- economics

Herbert A. Simon – Nobel laureate in economics

Hans Kelsen – jurisprudence
Paul Abraham Freund - law

Paul Felix Lazarsfe1d - sociology

Max Wertheimer – psychology

Marie Jahoda - social psychology

Alfred Adler - founder of the school of individual psychology
Culture

1. Publishers, Editors
Edward Bloch – established Cincinnati Bloch & Co.
Alfred Kleinert Guinzburg – co-founder of the Viking Press
Edward Rosewater – founder of the Omaha Bee

Arthur Ochs Sulzberger - publisher of The New York Times in 1992

Maurice and Leo Weidenthal  – Cleveland – Jewish Independent, Plain Dealer
Isidore Singer – editor and publisher of his life work, Jewish Encyclopedia (12 vols.)
Rosa Sonneschein – founder of American Jewess

2. Writers

Franz Werfel

Egon Hostovsky

Arnost Lustig

3. Music

Composers:  Gustav Mahler, Jaromir Weinberger, Arnold Schonberg,  Erich W. Korngold, Rudolf Friml, Jerome Kern, Hugo David  Weisgall
Conductors:  George Szell, Walter Susskind, Karel Ancerl, Kurt Adler, Peter Adler, Franz Allers
Pianists: Rudolf Firkusmy, Rudolf Serkin, Peter Serkin, Artur Schnabel, Oscar Morawetz
Opera Singers: Leo Slezak, Ernestine Schumann-Heink
4. Theatre and Film - Walter Slezak Hugo Haas,  Francis Lederer, Egon Brecher, Ernst Deutsch, Susan Kohner, George Voskovec, Erika Slezak, Max Reinhardt, Milos Forman
Fred Astaire - famed dancer was a descendant of Prague Jewish family Austerlitz
5. Fine Arts – 
Architects: Leopold Eidlitz, Victor Gruen, Richard Neutra, David Adler
Painters & Sculptors, Photographers: Oscar Berger, Will Eisner, Edward Klauber, Avram Standal, Paul Strand
VI. Conclusion 
There is no doubt that future research will uncover additional names of Jewish immigrants in America with Czechoslovak roots.
In viewing the mosaic of individual portraits presented here, one is struck by certain characteristics shared by most of the Jewish immigrants from the Czech Historic Lands and Slovakia, They were all hard working, energetic, enterprising, resourceful, self-made people, with a sense of purpose and accomplishment, highly patriotic towards their newly adopted country, yet mindful of their roots and their cultural and religious upbringing. It is therefore fitting that we conclude this survey with a quotation from Thomas Capek, the historian of Czechs in America
:

“Anybody browsing through Who's Who in American Jewry or The Jewish Encyclopedia must be surprised by the number of the famed names -  physicians, jurists, industrialists, financiers and wholesalers who have originated on the territory of today's Czechoslovakia. They have attained both high economic and social status. You don't find them in the ghettos among the immigrants from Russia, Poland or Rumania. In learned professions they have overtaken us by far. Their pioneering spirit is well known.”
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