Kawasaki Rose

Behind every lie hides a truth, and behind that an even deeper truth

95 min, drama

Director: Jan Hrebejk

Screenplay: Petr Jarchovsky

Camera: Martin Sacha

Music: Ales Brezina

Architect: Milan Bycek

Costume designer: Katarina Bielikova

Editor: Vladimir Barak
Sound: Michal Holubec

Cast: Lenka Vlasakova, Daniela Kolarova, Martin Huba, Milan Mikulci, Antonin Kratochvil, Petra Hrebickova, Ladislav Chudik, Anna Simonova, Martin Schulz, Isao Onoda. 

Following a series of bittersweet comedies from the present day, the successful film-making duo has made a return to the style of their Oscar-nominated picture Divided We Fall. Kawasaki Rose is the first ever Czech feature film dealing with the subject of cooperation with the communist secret police and informing. In this film, the tenth they have made together, the Hrebejk - Jarchovsky hookup explores this theme through the emotional story of one family.
Pavel Josek is a respected doctor and former dissident. He is loved by his wife and adored by his daughter, Lucie, who is seriously ill. She recovers though, only to discover that her sound engineer husband Ludek has been unfaithful to her. The story of a family unfolds when her revered father becomes the subject of a major documentary film enshrining the ex-dissidents life and work. Ludek, who is actually working on the film, discovers a dark spot in his hated father-in-laws biography. In the seventies, the doctor worked for the Czech secret service as an informer. He betrayed his friend Borek who was forced to emigrate to Sweden. On top of it, Borek was not only the lover of the woman who later became Pavel’s wife he was also Lucie’s biological father. Lucie, who has no inkling of any of these facts, is deeply shocked to learn of this betrayal as well as of the identity of her biological father.  

  
Against the backdrop of the peaceful velvet revolution, the film sounds out the boundaries of personal and collective memory; it also examines the notion of guilt and forgiveness and the consequences of an individuals actions. Prior to being brought to the screen, the screenplay, which is based on numerous real-life events, received the renowned Sazka Award in 2009. When filming Kawasaki Rose Hrebejk’s film crew used digital technology for the first time and shot using two cameras.
NESTYDA – („Shameless“)

88 min, comedy
Director: Jan Hrebejk

Screenplay:  Michal Viewegh, Jan Hrebejk, Jiri Machacek
Camera: Jan Malir
Architect: Milan Bycek

Costume designer: Katarina Bielikova

Editor: Vladimir Barak

Sound: Robert Dufek
Cast: Eva Kerekes, Jiri Machacek, Emilia Vasaryova, Simona Babcakova, Pavel Liska, Nina Diviskova, Pavel Landovsky, Martina Kratka, Krystof Mucha, Roman Luknar, Ady Hajdu.
Oskar is a television weatherman. Like many fortyish, he tries to ward off his midlife crisis and his increasingly dissatisfying marriage with a steady stream of affairs. When he manipulates a weather report for the sake of flirting, the repercussions are quick to follow: Oskar finds himself jobless and wifeless. His carefree bachelor lifestyle - interlaced with lovers of varying ages - is not, however, idyllic.

A middle-aged man who wants more excitement than monogamy gets a lot more than he counted on in this comedy from director Jan Hrebejk. Oskar (Jiri Machacek) is a television weatherman who, after years of happy marriage to radio host Zuzana (Simona Babcakova), decided he wanteda younger woman and took up with their Hungarian housekeeper (Eva Kerekesova). It doesn't take long for Zuzana to find out about Oskar's infidelity, and to no one's surprise she's furious. Oskar is kicked out of the house, he's fired from his job, the housekeeper wants no more to do with him, and he finds himself involved with Nora (Emilia Vasaryova), a singer significantly older than himself. Meanwhile, Oskar's mother (Nina Diviskova) and father (Pavel Landovsky) side with Zuzana after the break-up, going so far as to offer their help as she begins dating a handsome younger man, Matej (Pavel Liska). Nestyda (“Shameless”) was adapted from the book Short Stories About Marriage And Sex by Michal Viewegh, a best seller in the Czech Republic. 
 Jan Hrebejk – director

He is one of the most successful Czech film directors and also an occasional theatre director. His most successful films have included: Cosy Dens (a retro comedy set in the 1960s), Divided We Fall (6 Czech Lions and an Oscar nomination), Pupendo (retro comedy set in the 1980s), Up and Down, Beauty in Trouble, Teddy Bear, I’m All Good, and his most recent film Nestyda (Shameless) shot in 2008. He has this to say about his new film: “I am confident that Kawasaki Rose will appeal to audiences, despite the strict individuality of the theme and the fact it deals with issues rooted in a particular period of time. Strong characterization will make the film interesting for audiences and will enable them to identify with the characters without needing to have gone through similar experiences in life.”
