A Czech Dream

Since 1620, many generations
of Czechs, both at home as
well as abroad, dreamt of the
re-creation of an independent
Czech statehood. That dream
was  fulfilled only three
centuries later on October
28, 1918 with great help from

Canada. Czech-Canadians

supported the campaign for
our national independence led
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by Professor Tomas Garrigue

“Anything I don’t do for my nation, I don’t consider work.” A. M. Ma?aryk. .l hey ralse:d [l”,lds and
enlisted in the Canadian and

Czechoslovak armies. Moreover,

with the United States neutral during

the first years of the conflict, many

Czech-Americans joined the Canadian

army as well. More than 30,000 Czechs

from North America fought in Europe.

Ambassador of the Czech Republic to Canada
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. .. . . Czechs in North America just as in Europe looked
Cordlally mvite you to an online celebration up to the world-renowned Art Nouveau pioneer Alphonse
Mucha as a national hero. Long before World War I, he began
fighting for the rights of his nation by other means, through his art. He
left his star career in Paris to tell the story of Czechs and other Slavic peoples
Czech National Day in Canada in a (siezie}sl of .mfonumental paintﬁiﬂngsi th? Slav EpiAc. Aftfer Czechoslovakiii ﬁx’as
ounded, he created the country’s first banknotes and stamps. On the occasion
of the 10th birthday of the new country, Alphonse Mucha presented the
completed Slav Epic as a gift to his nation. He did so together with Charles Crane. the sponsor

. of the cycle and Godfather of Czechoslovakia as he was called for his merits for the creation
Honoring

Alphonse Mucha

Co-Founder of Art Nouveau & National Hero

of the country.

Unfortunately, the First Czechoslovak Republic did not live much beyond its 20th birthday.
When Nazis seized complete control of the Czech lands in 1939, the eighty-year-old Alphonse
Mucha was among the first people interrogated by Gestapo. He passed away soon after that.
Through his art, however, Alphonse Mucha continues to live as one of our country’s best
ambassadors. His Art Nouveau posters are among the most sought-after symbols of Paris at the
turn of the 19th and 20th centuries. The recent Slav Epic presentation in Tokyo became the
world’s third most visited art exhibition of the year with more than 650,000 visitors.
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