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Exhibition of Antonín Kratochvíl’s photographs opened at the United Nations in NY 

The exhibition of Antonín Kratochvíl, Czech photographer of international fame, recipient of many prestigious awards (incl. 1997 and 2002 World Press Photo Awards), opened at the United Nations on June 1, 2009 at 6 p.m. and launched the Days of the Czech Presidency of the European Union at the United Nations in New York. Kratochvíl´s The Time in which I Live presents a compelling reflection of the contemporary world and features photographs from Afghanistan, Albania, Angola, Czech Republic, Hungary, Iraq, Lebanon, Mongolia, Poland, Romania, Rwanda, Sri Lanka, Ukraine, USA, Zaire and other countries. 
In presence of the artist, the exhibition was opened by H.E. Martin Palous, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of the Czech Republic to the United Nations: ““The time in which Antonín Kratochvíl has been living is my time too. As a teenager, he chose freedom and decided to leave our country stricken by the totalitarian plague. I stayed, trying to resist the incurable ills of our society in slightly different terms. Since then, he has lived a life without borders, an attentive observer and certainly one of the most talented contemporary Czech photographers, capturing the images of what he has seen unfold around him. His work, sometimes documenting what may appear to be simple absurdities of life, actually subtly comments on the part and parcel of human existence in today’s world, and most often, poignantly shares human sufferings. I met him for the first time in the early fall of 1988 at 2 a.m. in a small cottage in Bohemia, in the middle of nowhere, where he came to take pictures of my brother-in-law Milan Hlavsa, the leader of the Plastic People of the Universe, a rock band whose persecution by the Communist regime initiated the human rights movement of Charter 77. Till today, I do not know how he could have found us there. Now, we are meeting again in the premises of the United Nations. Times have changed between 1988 and 2009 and it is this change, still shaking up the world, that creates the essence of the time in which we both live.” 

According to H.E. Kiyo Akasaka, UN Under-Secretary-General, who visited the opening together with other more than 200 representatives of UN member states and other distinguished guests, these pictures indeed show the time and world we live in and remind us that we must do more for those vulnerable people and children.”

The event was organized by the Permanent Mission of the Czech Republic to the United Nations in New York in cooperation with VII Photo Agency and sponsored by Pilsner Urquell, František Halama – Original Czech Art Glass, Stock – Plzeň Božkov, Mattoni, TORST. 


Photographs from the opening of the exhibition available upon request and at www.mzv.cz/un.newyork (where more information on the Exhibition, Days of the Czech EU Presidency at the UN in NY and Czech EU Presidency can be found) 

For more information about the artist and pictures of his work please visit www.antoninkratochvil.com
Interviews can be arranged 
Attachments: Selected photographs from the opening, CV of Antonín Kratochvíl
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