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NATIONWIDE RIZAL ESSAY WRITING CONTEST

GUIDELINES

This essay contest is being organized in line with the Europe Month celebrations and in conjunction with the 2009 European Year of Creativity and Innovation. 

Theme of this year's Europe Month celebrations is "Rizal Na, Europa Pa". 

This essay contest is being conducted by the European Community (the EU Presidency, the Delegation of the European Commission to the Philippines in close collaboration with the EU Member States' Embassies and the EU Cultural Institutes), KLM Royal Dutch Airlines, Air France, the Knights of Rizal, SM Mall of Asia and the Manila Bulletin. 

1.
Essay Theme:


"Embers from the Past or Light of the Future:




Rizal, His European Connection and the Filipino Youth Today"

2.
Contest Objectives


The Contest Objectives are: (i) to deepen the Filipino youth's appreciation and understanding of the European influence on Dr. Jose Rizal and its implications on his ideals and mission in life and to analyze and critique its continuing salience and relevance, if any, to the challenges and opportunities that the Filipino youth face today and (ii) to popularize and make the Filipino youth fall in love with Rizal anew.

3.
Essay Content
The essay must be an analytical exposition on Rizal's sojourns in Europe focusing on (i) their influence on his character, philosophy and ideals and their impact on his spirit and mission of sacrifice in life. The essay should then (ii) critically assess whether the lessons from said European experience are salient and relevant to the Filipino youth today as the latter face and address the challenges and opportunities of their own contemporary world.

4. Eligible Participants

The participants must have the following qualifications:

(a) A college undergraduate student duly enrolled for at least one semester or summer class during the academic year 2008-2009 from any recognized college or university in the Philippines, and officially certified to that effect by the concerned Registrar or alternative Authorized Officer of said institution. Only one entry per institution is allowed.

(b) Filipino citizen;

(c) Age 18 to 25 years old.

(d) The age and Filipino citizenship requirements must be met on the deadline for submission of entries (June 1, 2009).
In addition to the requirements above, the winners must be able to procure a valid passport and a Schengen visa within a reasonable time from the proclamation of the winners.

4.  Forms

· All entries should be type-written in essay format and in English, with a minimum of 2,000 words and a maximum of 2,500 words, complete with bibliographic notes.

· All entries must be typewritten on A4 size bond paper using MS Word, font size 12, font Times New Roman and double-spaced, with 3/4th inch margins top and bottom and ½ inch margins left and right. 

5.  Delivery of Entries

· All entries should be placed in a letter-envelope addressed and sent via registered mail, or personally delivered with signed receipts, to:

Nationwide Rizal Essay Writing Contest

Secretariat 

Order of the Knights of Rizal

3rd floor, Knights of Rizal Bldg.







Bonifacio Drive, Port Area







Manila
· All entries must be received on or before June 1, 2009. 
6.  Judgment Criteria

The entries shall be judged, in the 1st Round to determine the 10 finalists, on the basis of the following criteria:

(a) substance, content, originality, analysis and adherence 

to the Essay Theme      

-    
65%

(b)
logic, organization and coherence   
-   
15%

(c)
style and presentation    

-   
20%

The ten finalists shall be invited for the 2nd Round (June 8, 2009) which will involve an oral interview by the Panel of Jurors to determine the Top Five Winners – the Essay Grand Winner, the Second Prize Winner, the Third Prize Winner and two Honorable Mention Awardees.

4.  Announcement of Winners and Finality of Decisions

All decisions of the Panels of Jurors, related to the Contest, the selection process and the selection of winners (both in the preliminary and final screenings), shall be final and unappealable. The ten finalists shall be required to attend the awarding ceremonies which will be held on June 18, 2009 at the SM Mall of Asia. All the ten finalists will receive certificates of merits. The top five will then be announced during the awarding ceremonies and will be recognized and awarded accordingly.

5.  Prizes



The Essay Grand Winner will get the chance to travel to the Czech Republic, Spain and France as a courtesy of KLM Royal Dutch Airlines and AirFrance. Accommodation in all three destinations will be provided and arranged by the Embassy of the Czech Republic and the Order of the Knights of Rizal. The Essay Grand Winner will also receive pocket money.

The Second Prize Winner shall receive Php5,000 and an overnight stay in a hotel located in Manila and the Third Prize Winner shall receive Php5,000.
All top five winners shall receive plaques of recognition aside from the prizes mentioned above. All ten finalists shall receive certificates of merit. 

