PAGE  
2

Prague, 11 September 2017
Briefing on the Czech Presidency of the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC)
Amb. Kateřina Fialková, Director of the Department of Multilateral Economic Relations
- 
On July 27, 2017, the Permanent Representative of the Czech Republic to the United Nations was elected as the President of the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) for the period until July 2018. The last time the Czech Republic held this important post was exactly 20 years ago, in 1997.
- 
We take this position very seriously. ECOSOC is the third most important UN body, it is responsible for about 70 pct of the UN human and financial resources and it is at the centre of the UN development system. Moreover, it plays an important role in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
- 
Since the reform of ECOSOC in 2013, the Presidency has the privilege of setting a priority it wants to follow during its term. The Czech priority reads “Towards sustainable, resilient and inclusive societies through participation of all”. 
- 
Why did we choose this priority? There are several reasons for this.

- 
First, inclusive societies based on strong and transparent institutions are an indispensable requirement for sustainable development, and are explicitly recognized in the SDG 16 of the 2030 Agenda. Building sustainable and inclusive societies is a crosscutting endeavour, which will be critical to the achievement of all SDGs, including SDG 5 on gender equality, SDG 8 on decent work and economic growth, SDG 10 on reduced inequalities, SDG11 on sustainable cities and communities, SDG 13 on climate action and SDG 16 on peace, justice and strong institutions.
- 
Second, the experience of the Czech Republic shows that long-term prosperity and security are not sustainable without ensuring that everyone has an opportunity to play an active part in the society. Leaving no-one behind is a key to a better society. That is why the Strategic Framework Czech Republic 2030, adopted by the Czech Government on 19 April 2017, explicitly states that the Czech Republic will pay special attention to SDG 16 „Peace, justice and strong institutions“, especially to the support of responsible and transparent institutions that are open to the suggestions of the public and make sure that law is enforceable. 

- 
Third, participatory approaches are vital not only for achieving sustainable development and robust and inclusive societies. As recognized in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and further codified in international human rights treaties, equal participation in political and public affairs is also a human right which must be respected and protected; not merely an optional or discretionary principle. In this sense, the Czech ECOSOC priority falls within the „Human Dignity and Human Rights“ objective of the Concept of the Czech Republic´s Foreign Policy.
- 
Fourth, we believe that the Czech priority for ECOSOC is in line with and complementary to the efforts of many other international organizations and platforms such as the UN Human Rights Council, the EU, the OSCE, the OECD. Therefore, there is, in our view, ample scope for cooperation and multiplication effect.
- 
Fifth, SDG 16 will be reviewed in-depth at the High Level Political Forum in 2019 – or, in other words, four years after the adoption of the 2030 Agenda. In the meantime, SDG 16–related topics seem to us to fall somewhat outside the mainstream discourse in New York. That is why during our ECOSOC Presidency, we would like to create a bit of a momentum and introduce success stories from all over the world and stress the positive impact of participation on sustainable, resilient and inclusive societies. We would be most grateful to you for your support and help in this regard. 
- 
To explore further collective action in addressing issues of participation and inclusion within the context of the 2030 Agenda, the President of ECOSOC is planning to convene an ECOSOC Special Meeting at the UN Headquarters in May 2018. 
- 
This Special Meeting will be complemented and informed by one or two preparatory meetings, which will explore policy actions and innovations that can foster participation, transparency and inclusion. One preparatory meeting will be held in Prague, most likely in the second half of March 2018 (or in the beginning of April). This information will be, of course, transmitted in New York too – but those of you who are representing countries that are currently – or will be in 2018 – ECOSOC members, please take note. 
- 
The second meeting – if organized – will be held in a non-European country, possibly in February 2018. We are in discussions with several countries. Final conclusions have not been made, I am therefore not at liberty to disclose which countries these are. 

-
Over and above these meetings, we would be happy if you could share with us outcomes of and information about interesting events that are related to the Czech ECOSOC priority.
-
Thank you for your attention. I will be pleased to answer any questions you may have.
