
Embassy of the Czech Republic
in Canberra

EMBASSY
OF THE SLOVAK REPUBLIC
IN CANBERRA

Beseda
The Czechoslovak-Australian Association of Canberra and Region, Inc.

ON THE OCCASION 

OF THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE LIDICE MASSACRE 

THE EMBASSY OF THE CZECH REPUBLIC, THE EMBASSY 

OF THE SLOVAK REPUBLIC AND BESEDA ASSOCIATION 

INVITE YOU TO A PRIVATE SCREENING OF THE MOVIE LIDICE

18 JUNE
2017

6:00 PM
18 SHROPSHIRE ST

QUEANBEYAN
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THE LIDICE MASSACRE WAS A COMPLETE DESTRUCTION OF THE VILLAGE OF LIDICE, IN THE PROTECTORATE OF 

BOHEMIA AND MORAVIA, NOW IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC, IN JUNE 1942 ON ORDERS FROM ADOLF HITLER AND 

REICHSFÜHRER-SS HEINRICH HIMMLER. IN REPRISAL FOR THE ASSASSINATION OF REICH PROTECTOR REINHARD 

HEYDRICH IN THE LATE SPRING OF 1942, ALL 173 MEN OVER 15 YEARS OF AGE FROM THE VILLAGE WERE EXECUTED 

ON 10 JUNE 1942. ANOTHER 11 MEN WHO WERE NOT IN THE VILLAGE WERE ARRESTED AND EXECUTED SOON 

AFTERWARDS, ALONG WITH SEVERAL OTHERS ALREADY UNDER ARREST. THE 184 WOMEN AND 88 CHILDREN 

WERE DEPORTED TO CONCENTRATION CAMPS; A FEW CHILDREN CONSIDERED RACIALLY SUITABLE FOR 

GERMANISATION WERE HANDED OVER TO SS FAMILIES AND THE REST WERE SENT TO THE CHEŁMNO 

EXTERMINATION CAMP WHERE THEY WERE GASSED TO DEATH.

THE VILLAGE WAS SET ON FIRE AND THE REMAINS OF THE BUILDINGS DESTROYED WITH EXPLOSIVES. ALL THE 

ANIMALS IN THE VILLAGE—PETS AND BEASTS OF BURDEN—WERE SLAUGHTERED AS WELL. EVEN THOSE BURIED IN 

THE TOWN CEMETERY WERE NOT SPARED; THEIR REMAINS WERE DUG UP, LOOTED FOR GOLD FILLINGS, 

JEWELLERY AND DESTROYED. A 100-STRONG GERMAN WORK PARTY WAS THEN SENT IN TO REMOVE ALL VISIBLE 

REMAINS OF THE VILLAGE, RE-ROUTE THE STREAM RUNNING THROUGH IT AND THE ROADS IN AND OUT. THEY 

THEN COVERED THE ENTIRE AREA THE VILLAGE HAD OCCUPIED WITH TOPSOIL AND PLANTED CROPS. 

ABOUT 340 PEOPLE FROM LIDICE DIED BECAUSE OF THE NAZI REPRISAL (192 MEN, 60 WOMEN AND 88 CHILDREN) 

AND AFTER THE WAR ENDED, ONLY 153 WOMEN AND 17 CHILDREN RETURNED. LIDICE WAS REBUILT AND BECAME 

A SYMBOL OF VICTORY OF HUMANITY ABOVE BRUTALITY.


