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Czechoslovakia and South Africa in the years 1948–19891

The Czechoslovak consulate general in South Africa was among the country’s oldest consular 
posts on the African continent. One of just two Czechoslovak posts remaining in sub-Saharan 
Africa after 1950, the consulate became increasingly important to the whole Soviet bloc 
when the Soviet Union and Poland closed down their diplomatic missions in 19562. After 
the Yugoslav consul general left the country, the Czechoslovak consulate became the only 
representation of a communist country south of the Congo. At the end of the 1950s, the 
post moved from Cape Town to Johannesburg, the South African trade hub. The new consul 
general, Tomáš Lahoda, arrived in 1960. By his own account, he went to South Africa knowing 
precious little about African affairs, and did not get any specific instructions.

Czechoslovakia and the Union of South Africa (Republic of South Africa from 31 May 1961) 
had never established diplomatic relations. Despite that, contacts between the Czechoslovak 
communist and South African racist regimes did exist well into the early 1960s. It is not much 
of an exaggeration to call this a case of a symbiosis not commonly seen in the Cold War era. 
The South African government saw the Czechoslovak consular presence as an excellent answer 
to the international ostracism that had been mounting since the massacre in Sharpeville on 
21 March 1960 and the ban on the African National Congress (ANC) in April of the same 
year. Was it really so necessary for Western countries to break off diplomatic relations with 
Pretoria when, indeed, a communist country did not see it fit to close down its consulate?

The main reason for Czechoslovakia’s interest in relations with South Africa was mutual 
trade. The staff of the consulate’s commercial section included sales representatives of 
[Czechoslovak government-owned]3 foreign trade companies Skloexport, Centrotex and Kovo 
who earned the Czechoslovak economy CZK 30 million in convertible currencies every year. 
Besides, Moscow was also of two minds about the future development of Czechoslovak-South 
African relations. Czechoslovak presence in the country was useful as a channel through which 
the Soviets arranged things that would otherwise be out of their reach. The ship Kooperacija 
serving the Russian research base in the Antarctica was allowed to dock at South African 
ports thanks to a permission obtained through Czechoslovak officials.4

At the end of January 1961, Foreign Minister Václav David informed the political bureau 
of the Czechoslovak Communist Party’s central committee about a memorandum from the 
consulate general according to which South African authorities had requested an urgent 
reply concerning their proposal to send a business delegation to Prague. “Tell me how long 
yet	I	am	to	keep	Pretoria	waiting	for	our	decision”, consul general Lahoda demanded. 
The party leadership decided that “maintaining our positions in the Union of South Africa 
is	advantageous	to	the	interests	of	the	Czechoslovak	Socialist	Republic	and	of	the	whole	

1 Petr Zídek, Karel Sieber: Československo a subsaharská Afrika v letech 1948–1989 [Czechoslovakia and  
sub-Saharan Africa in the years 1948–1989]. Ústav mezinárodních vztahů, Praha 2007

2 Olša, Jaroslav jr.: Českoslovenští	diplomaté	v	černé	Africe,	1918–1955.	Počátky	budování	sítě	československých	
zastupitelských	úřadů	na	jih	od	Sahary [Czechoslovak diplomats in Black Africa. The early years of building  
a network of Czechoslovak embassies south of Sahara]. Mezinárodní vztahy, 2/2005, p. 100–101.  

3 Translator’s note.
4 Interview with the former consul general in Johannesburg, Tomáš Lahoda. 



10

socialist	camp”. Concerning the South African business delegation, the Foreign Ministry was 
instructed to “on	our	part,	keep	stalling	as	long	as	possible	concerning	the	consent,	use	the	
request	of	the	Union	of	South	Africa	to	reinforce	the	positions	of	our	Consulate	General,	
and demand from the Union of South Africa guarantees that the Consulate General will 
be	able	to	perform	its	functions	normally”.5

Nevertheless, Czechoslovakia found itself increasingly under pressure to close down 
the consulate. At the end of 1962, yet another condemnation of the South African racial 
discrimination policy was adopted at the 17th session of the UN General Assembly by the 
votes of increasingly numerous third world countries, and the Czechoslovak leadership 
was considering a possible severance of diplomatic relations. In a document concerning 
Czechoslovak embassies in Africa, the desk officer, Josef Antoš, noted that “in connection 
with the criticism voiced at UNGA sessions every year concerning the racist policy of 
apartheid	pursued	by	the	government	of	the	Republic	of	South	Africa,	we	have	in	the	
past years had several consultations with our Soviet friends on the question of further 
existence	of	our	consulate	general	in	Johannesburg.	With	regard	to	the	fact	that	our	
consulate	general	is	the	only	representation	of	socialist	camp	countries	in	the	Republic	of	
South	Africa,	and	also	with	regard	to	our	trade	interests,	we	have	so	far	always	arrived	
at	the	common	conclusion	that	there	is	no	need	to	close	down	this	consulate”. But even if, 
in the end, the consulate were to be closed down, Czechoslovak authorities wanted at least 
to preserve the trade relationship with the Republic of South Africa.6 This was the gist of the 
message presented by the Foreign Ministry to the presidium of the Communist Party’s central 
committee in February 1963.7 The South African government was apparently aware of the 
factors informing the Czechoslovak decision-making process. Representatives of communist 
countries used to be the target of harassment, but now the South African officials began to 
treat them with unexpected friendliness.8

The Foreign Ministry expected the consulate to also play an important role in contacts with 
local political parties. However, in reality the consular staff and all other Czechoslovak 
nationals were constantly under surveillance and found it practically impossible to contact 
anybody from the South African Communist Party (SACP) or the ANC. Tomáš Lahoda claimed 
that during his period as consul general, in 1962, he had a clandestine meeting with the 
SACP leader, Joe Slovo, and two ANC members who demanded that Czechoslovak diplomats 
leave Johannesburg and comply with the UN resolution. “I explained that the existence of 
the	consulate	general	was	crucially	important	because	it	was	the	only	foothold”, Lahoda 

5 NA – A ÚV KSČ, f. 02/2, sv. 294, ar.j. 377, b. 22, schůze PB KSČ ze dne 31.1.1961 [National Archives – Archives 
of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, f. 02/2, sv. 294, ar.j. 377, b. 22, political 
bureau meeting on 31 January 1961]. 

6 MZV, 10. TO-T, 1960–1964, č.j. 020.516/63–10. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Territorial Department No. 10, 
1960–1964, ref. 020.516/63–10].  

7 NA – A ÚV KSČ, f. 02/1, sv. 7, ar.j. 8, b. 3, schůze P ÚV KSČ ze dne 12.2.1963 [National Archives – Archives of 
the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, f. 02/1, sv. 7, ar.j. 8, b. 3, central committee 
presidium meeting on 12 February 1963].

8 Interview with the former vice-consul in Johannesburg, Leo Kustoš. 
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recalled forty years later. “I told them the consulate general as such could not do much for 
them	but	that	this	was	the	only	way	for	socialist	countries	to	get	unfiltered	information	
about	developments	in	South	Africa.” Lahoda used the same arguments in his memoranda 
for the Foreign Ministry. In his opinion, the idea of closing down the consulate was “blind 
and	dogmatic”9.

Nonetheless, the situation was already taking a different turn. In June 1963 Foreign Minister 
David presented to the presidium of the Czechoslovak Communist Party’s central committee 
a proposal for a resolution to “recall	the	Czechoslovak	consul	general	from	Johannesburg	and	
designate	a	consul	as	head	of	the	post”, and to keep at the consulate only two instead of three 
sales representatives. The party leadership rejected both points and, at the suggestion of its 
international relations department, chose a more radical approach. The party secretariat came 
to the conclusion that “under the present circumstances it is no longer possible to address the 
whole	issue	in	a	piecemeal	manner”.	Accordingly, the presidium ordered that the consulate 
in South Africa be closed down and members of its commercial section gradually sent home. 
At the same time, the Czechoslovak approach was to be coordinated with other communist 
countries. The Foreign Trade Ministry was instructed “not to increase the total turnover of 
exchange	of	goods	with	the	Republic	of	South	Africa”, “to	gradually	redirect	Czechoslovak	
exports	and	imports	to	other	markets	provided	that	equally	advantageous	trade	terms	
are	achieved”, and to “ensure	that	no	weapons	and	ammunition,	not	even	hunting	and	
sporting	weapons	(including	sports	aircraft),	are	exported	from	the	Czechoslovak	Socialist	
Republic	to	the	Republic	of	South	Africa”10. According to Vice-Consul Leo Kustoš, at that 
time Czechoslovakia was said to be supplying smallcalibre guns to the South African 
police. Rumour had it that Czechoslovak aircraft were used to monitor anti-government 
demonstrations.11 Due to inaccessibility of Foreign Trade Ministry archives, it is impossible to 
prove these allegations true or otherwise. A memorandum from June 1963 merely mentions 
supplies of sporting weapons.12

To press home their demands for a break-off of trade and diplomatic relations, the South 
African Communist Party turned not only to the consul, Tomáš Lahoda, but also directly to 
all communist parties then in power. “The	People’s	Republic	of	China	was	the	only	one	to	
take	an	unequivocal	stance,	calculated	for	superficial	effect”, a Czechoslovak analysis said 
in June 1963. The Czechoslovak leadership did not intend to be as “superficial” as that. “In 
discussions	with	the	Central	Committee	of	the	Communist	Party	of	Czechoslovakia,	starting	

9 Interview with Tomáš Lahoda.
10 NA – A ÚV KSČ, f. 02/1, sv. 25, ar.j. 27, b. 9, schůze P ÚV KSČ ze dne 25.6.1963 [National Archives – Archives of 

the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, f. 02/1, sv. 25, ar.j. 27, b. 9, central committee 
presidium meeting on 25 June 1963]. It was decided that the closedown of the consulate was to be presented to 
the government in Pretoria as part of wider austerity measures, in order not to endanger Czechoslovak trade with 
the Republic of South Africa. Interview with Tomáš Lahoda. 

11 Interview with Leo Kustoš. 
12 NA – A ÚV KSČ, f. 02/1, sv. 25, ar.j. 27, b. 9, schůze P ÚV KSČ ze dne 25.6.1963 [National Archives – Archives of 

the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, f. 02/1, sv. 25, ar.j. 27, b. 9, central committee 
presidium meeting on 25 June 1963].
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from	mid-1960,	the	leading	functionaries	of	the	Central	Committee	of	the	South	African	
Communist	Party	on	several	occasions	demanded	a	break-off	of	the	trade	and	diplomatic	
relations	between	the	Czechoslovak	Socialist	Republic	and	the	Republic	of	South	Africa.	
This	view	was	defended	by	the	Communist	Party	of	Great	Britain,	as	became	evident	during	
the meeting of [CPGB general secretary]13 Comrade Gollan with [Czechoslovak president]14 
Comrade	Novotný.	Since	the	meeting	of	 the	General	Secretary	of	 the	South	African	
Communist	Party,	Comrade	Kotane,	with	the	Central	Committee	of	the	Communist	Party	
of	Czechoslovakia	in	January	1962,	during	which	it	was	explained	why	the	Czechoslovak	
Socialist	Republic	maintained	trade	contacts	and	a	consulate	 in	the	Republic	of	South	
Africa,	the	South	African	Communist	Party	has	never	officially	raised	the	issue.” Only 
some of the SACP functionaries stopping over in Prague expressed their disapproval of 
Czechoslovakia’s double-faced stance. “At	the	beginning	of	June	1963,	the	representative	
of	the	Central	Committee	of	the	South	African	Communist	Party	in	London,	Comrade	
Pillay,	sent	to	the	Central	Committee	of	the	Communist	Party	of	Czechoslovakia	a	letter	
that,	 in	a	form	unusual	 in	contacts	between	brother	parties,	points	to	the	unfortunate	
consequences	that	may	arise	from	continuing	relations	between	the	Czechoslovak	Socialist	
Republic	and	the	Republic	of	South	Africa.	Pillay’s	letter	refers	solely	to	reports	in	the	
bourgeois	press	and	takes	no	account	whatsoever	of	the	explanations	provided	by	the	
Central	Committee	of	the	Communist	Party	of	Czechoslovakia	to	the	General	Secretary	
of	the	South	African	Communist	Party,	Comrade	Kotane,	that	are	well	known	to	Pillay.”15

Prague had no intention to comply with the SACP representative’s wishes concerning the 
trade relationship, despite Pillay’s position as a SACP point of contact with communist 
parties in the Soviet Bloc. The Czechoslovak Communist Party’s central committee secretary, 
Čestmír Císař, was instructed by the party leadership to “inform the General Secretary of 
the	South	African	Communist	Party,	Comrade	Kotane,	about	the	new	measures	taken	in	
respect	of	the	Republic	of	South	Africa”. Naturally, from the perspective of Czechoslovak 
foreign policy, Moscow’s view was what settled the matter. “Our Soviet friends have informed 
us	that	they	have	no	objections	to	the	proposed	Czechoslovak	measures	concerning	the	
existence	of	the	consulate	general	in	the	Republic	of	South	Africa;	however,	at	the	same	
time,	in	view	of	the	fact	that	South	African	friends [SACP] formerly had an interest in the 
existence	of	the	consulate	general,	they	recommended	us	to	discuss	the	matter	also	with	
the	Communist	Party	General	Secretary,	Moses	Kotane,	on	the	occasion	of	his	visit	to	the	
Czechoslovak	Socialist	Republic.”16 However, South African communists had long ago lost 
any interest in the existence of a consulate that had no way to help them in kind and only 
did them ideological damage.

Even with the lowered level of exports to the Republic of South Africa, mutual trade continued 
fairly well for some time, reaching CZK 50 million annually. In mid-1963 a study covering 

13 Translator’s note. 
14 Translator’s note. 
15 Ibid.
16 Ibid.
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foreign trade companies found that “at	this	moment,	the	largest	part	of	the	planned	exports	
of	Czechoslovak	consumer	goods	cannot	be	redirected	from	the	Republic	of	South	Africa	
to	other	markets”. Counting only the contracts they had already concluded, Czechoslovakia 
would lose CZK 10 million in 1963 and as much as CZK 20 million in 1964, all in convertible 
currencies. Copper, wool, leather and asbestos could be imported to Czechoslovakia from 
other markets, but the foreign trade sector preferred to purchase these raw materials 
in Southern Africa “so as to secure the trade terms and political conditions that are 
absolutely	necessary	for	the	placement	of	exports	of	Czechoslovak	goods	in	the	country”.17 
However, South Africa’s exports to Czechoslovakia accounted for only 0.3 per cent of South 
Africa’s overall foreign trade.

The fact that Czechoslovakia continued to trade with the Republic of South Africa despite 
international sanctions led to a scandal in mid-1964. On 30 May 1964, the Algerian daily 
Révolution	africaine published an article called “A Relative Boycott” claiming that “in 
South	Africa,	Czechoslovakia	purchases	iron	ore	and	asbestos	and	sells	ball	bearings	and	
light	weapons”18. The article included detailed data on the development of East German, 
Czechoslovak, Hungarian and Polish trade with the Republic of South Africa. Between May 
and July 1963, Czechoslovak exports to Southern Africa amounted to GBP 472,000; this 
was a 17% increase on the same period of 1962. In the next three months of 1963, between 
August and October, Czechoslovak exports reached GBP 501,000, which was 6% more than 
in the May–July period. The article caused embarrassment in Prague − mainly because it 
was basically true. Although Czechoslovakia did not export light weapons to the Republic 
of South Africa and purchase iron ore in the country, and its own statistics were slightly 
different, a memorandum from the Foreign Trade Ministry said: “On the basis of the above 
analysis,	it	is	to	be	noted	that	the	article	is	objective	in	the	sense	that	it	confirms	that	trade	
between	the	Republic	of	South	Africa	and	the	Czechoslovak	Socialist	Republic	continued	
into	1963.”19

In June 1963 the presidium of the Communist Party’s central committee decided “not 
to increase the total turnover of exchange of goods with the Republic of South Africa, to 
gradually redirect Czechoslovak exports and imports to other markets provided that equally 
advantageous trade terms are achieved”. However, a year later it became apparent that 
Foreign Trade Ministry officials understood this as a carte blanche to continue trading 
with South Africa. They explained that “in 1963 it was no longer possible to achieve 
a reduction of the total turnover below the 1962 level because, at the time when the 
measures were introduced, the volume of ongoing commissions and deals was already so 
great that the total turnover of exchange of goods in 1963 ended up above the 1962 level. 

17 NA – A ÚV KSČ, f. 02/1, sv. 25, ar.j. 27, b. 9, schůze P ÚV KSČ ze dne 25.6.1963 [National Archives – Archives of 
the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, f. 02/1, sv. 25, ar.j. 27, b. 9, central committee 
presidium meeting on 25 June 1963].

18 Citation translated into English from a Czech translation.
19 NA – A ÚV KSČ, f. 02/1, sv. 69, ar.j. 73, b. 9, schůze P ÚV KSČ ze dne 30.6.1963 [National Archives – Archives of 

the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, f. 02/1, sv. 69, ar.j. 73, b. 9, central committee 
presidium meeting on 30 June 1963]. 
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[...] It is anticipated that the exchange of goods will continue in 1964 in accordance with 
the applicable government resolutions.” Remarks such as “thanks to the great economic 
boom in the Republic of South Africa, the negotiation and performance of contracts have 
progressed at a rapid pace throughout these six months” were not what the party leadership 
wanted to hear from the Foreign Trade Minister, František Hamouz. Instead of the resolution 
proposed by him, they adopted the exact opposite − the presidium insisted that “in 1964, 
the exchange of goods with the Republic of South Africa shall be discontinued, or reduced 
to such an extent that it will not be open to political misuse against us; no new contracts 
shall be concluded”.20

Apparently, the main reason for this sudden change of course in relation to Pretoria was 
Moscow’s new stance. At consultations on the issue of Africa between the international 
relations departments of communist parties, organized by Czechoslovakia on its own 
initiative in Prague on 21 – 24 April 1964, “there was a general agreement with the 
Soviet	delegation’s	opinion	that	under	the	present	circumstances,	the	most	effective	form	
of	assistance	to	the	South	African	Communist	Party	is	a	total	political	and	economic	
boycott”. The leader of the Soviet delegation, Vitali Germanovich Korionov, first deputy 
head of the international relations department of the Soviet Communist Party’s central 
committee, proposed that “the Comecon21 countries adopt and publish a joint document 
concerning	a	full	political	and	economic	boycott	of	 the	Republic	of	South	Africa”. In 
response, on 9 June the Czechoslovak Communist Party leadership ordered a “prompt 
review	to	verify	the	reports	that	trade	with	the	Republic	of	South	Africa	continues	in	spite	
of	the	fundamental	decision	of	the	Presidium	of	the	Central	Committee	of	the	Communist	
Party	of	Czechoslovakia”.22 Only after that, a clear political instruction was made to 
discontinue the trade and a “Prohibition	of	trade	with	individuals	and	enterprises	in	the	
Republic	of	South	Africa” was published in the Foreign Trade Ministry’s official journal23 
on 1 July 1964. The contracts concluded before that date were to bring CZK 20 million. 
There was to be no trade with the Republic of South Africa in 1965 or, if there was, it was 
to be limited to delivery of “spare parts for engineering products supplied at an earlier 
date,	to	be	delivered	indirectly	through	affiliates	or	other	firms	in	third	countries,	such	
as	Great	Britain.	I	consider	the	supply	of	spare	parts [...] necessary to maintain the 
machinery	operational	with	a	view	to	preserving	the	good	reputation	of	Czechoslovak	
products”, minister Hamouz said in an addendum dated 10 September 1964.24 Reports about 
Czechoslovakia’s economic contacts with the Republic of South Africa kept resurfacing in 
foreign media for the next several years.

20 Ibid.
21 The Council for Mutual Economic Assistance (1949–1991) was a Soviet-led economic organization of Eastern Bloc 

states.  
22 NA – A ÚV KSČ, f. 02/1, sv. 67, ar.j. 71, b. 5. [National Archives – Archives of the Central Committee of the 

Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, f. 02/1, sv. 67, ar.j. 71, b. 5].
23 Translator’s note: The Czech name of the journal is “Věstník ministerstva zahraničního obchodu”.  
24 NA – A ÚV KSČ, f. 02/1, sv. 69, ar.j. 73, b. 6, schůze P ÚV KSČ ze dne 30.6.1964 [National Archives – Archives of 

the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, f. 02/1, sv. 69, ar.j. 73, b.6, central committee 
presidium meeting on 30 June 1964].
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Czechoslovakia established contacts with the ANC through the SACP already during the 
existence of the consular and trade relations with Pretoria. In November 1961, the ANC 
leadership together with the SACP founded a new armed organization called the Spear of the 
Nation (Umkhonto	we	Sizwe).25 Following a resolution adopted at a meeting of the secretariat 
of the Czechoslovak Communist Party’s central committee, a seven-member ANC delegation 
was invited for a sixday “study	visit” to Prague in May 1962. The secretariat decided that the 
visit of the ANC delegates, whose arrival was arranged through the Czechoslovak embassy in 
Moscow, was to be “kept	strictly	secret	from	the	Czechoslovak	and	foreign	general	public”.26

On 8 July 1963, shortly after the decision to close down the consulate in Johannesburg, 
the secretary of the party’s central committee, Čestmír Císař, followed up on the party 
leadership’s decision of 7 February of the same year with his proposal “to substantially 
assist	the	Central	Committee	of	the	South	African	Communist	Party	by	supplying	special	
material	and	by	training	specialists”. The enclosed explanatory report stated that “to 
date,	the	talks	with	the	South	African	Communist	Party	concerning	in-kind	and	military	
assistance	have	taken	place	in	two	stages.	The	first	meeting	was	held	on	7	February	
1963	with	the	London	representative	of	the	South	African	Communist	Party’s	Central	
Committee,	Comrade	Pillay,	and	a	member	of	the	leadership	of	sabotage	groups	in	the	
Republic	of	South	Africa,	Comrade	Arthur	Goldreich,	who	were	authorized	by	their	party	
to	conduct	talks	in	the	Soviet	Union,	People’s	Republic	of	China	and	the	Czechoslovak	
Socialist	Republic	regarding	the	questions	of	assistance	in	terms	of	military	material	and	
in	terms	of	education	of	cadres.	In	conformity	with	the	results	of	their	talks	in	the	Soviet	
Union	and	in	the	People’s	Republic	of	China,	Comrades	Goldreich	and	Pillay	requested	the	
Czechoslovak	Socialist	Republic	to	supply	3	tons	of	plastic	explosives,	10,000	detonators,	
500	machine	guns,	300	pistols,	2,000	automatic	rifles,	and	to	provide	military	education	
for	10–15	South	Africans. [...] The	second	stage	of	the	talks	on	assistance	to	the	national	
liberation	movement	in	the	Republic	of	South	Africa	is	connected	with	a	visit	to	the	Soviet	
Union	by	a	delegation	of	the	African	National	Congress	that,	according	to	preliminary	
requests,	was	to	visit	also	the	Czechoslovak	Socialist	Republic”. The delegation at the talks 
in the Soviet Union consisted of Oliver Tambo, Moses Kotane and a SACP central committee 
member, Duma Nokwe. However, only Moses Kotane came to Prague and, “at a meeting with 
Comrade	Císař,	stated	that	the	Soviet	comrades	fully	agreed	with	the	required	assistance	
and	would	arrange	namely	for	the	supplies	of	special	material. [...] Comrade Kotane then 
presented	a	list	of	additional	required	items	that	were	to	be	supplied	by	the	Czechoslovak	
Socialist	Republic,	in	particular:	about	55	trucks	of	various	tonnage	and	for	various	uses,	
about	35	motorcycles,	a	 ’substantial	number’	of	bicycles,	about	100	binoculars,	several	
military	radio	transmitters	and	receivers”.27

25 Marx, Anthony W.: Lessons	of	the	Struggle.	South	African	Internal	Opposition,	1960–1990. Oxford University 
Press, 1992, p. 38. Concerning the December 1961 Manifesto, see Announcement of the Formation of Umkhonto 
we Sizwe. In: Mandela,	Tambo	and	the	African	National	Congress.	The	Struggle	Against	Apartheid	1948–1990. 
A Documentary Survey. Eds. Sheridan John, R. Hunt Davis, Jr. Oxford University Press, 1991. p. 138–139.  

26 NA – A ÚV KSČ, f. 02/4, sv. 230, ar.j. 389, b. 36. [National Archives – Archives of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, f. 02/4, sv. 230, ar.j. 389, b. 36]. 

27 NA – A ÚV KSČ, f. 02/1, sv. 28, ar.j. 29, b. 16, schůze P ÚV KSČ ze dne 16.7.1963 [[National Archives – Archives  
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Before agreeing to the request, party officials consulted with the international relations 
department of the Soviet Communist Party’s central committee and were told that “in the 
Soviet	Union,	the	question	of	delivery	of	explosives	has	been	resolved	in	the	affirmative	
but the issue of its transport remains to be resolved and there are several alternatives 
under	consideration;	the	USSR	has	received	20	specialists	for	military	training;	the	
USSR	is	exploring	alternative	channels	for	the	delivery	of	infantry	weapons”. Following 
this favourable reply from Moscow, the international relations department proposed 
assistance shipments worth in total CZK 3,931,000. This included three tons of plastic and 
other explosive material “including	accessories,	packaging	and	transport”	worth about 
CZK 40, 0000; captured and newer equipment from National Defence Ministry depots 
worth about CZK 2 million (2,000 rifles, 500 machine guns, 300 pistols, and 3, 400,000 
pieces of ammunition); as well as 100 binoculars, four Praga V3S flatbed trucks, 10 pickup 
trucks, 20 motorcycles and 200 bicycles. The weapons were to be shipped to Tanzania 
and Tanzania’s government was to deliver them to the ANC. “Regarding	the	consignment	
of	explosives	and	detonators,	the	question	of	delivery	to	the	end	destination	remains	to	
be	resolved,	“	the memorandum says. “South African comrades again propose that the 
material	be	disguised	as	children’s	toys	and	as	such	imported	legally,	through	sales	agents,	
from	West	Germany	or	Italy	to	the	Republic	of	South	Africa	where	it	would	be	received	
by	a	newly	established	business	company.” Nevertheless, Czechoslovak leadership did 
not approve explosives in children’s toys. “This	manner	of	delivery	cannot	be	accepted.	
It	 is	recommended	that	the	National	Defence	Ministry	and	Foreign	Trade	Ministry,	in	
cooperation	with	South	African	Comrades,	explore	other	alternatives	so	as	to	guarantee	
that	any	harm	to	Czechoslovak	interests	is	ruled	out.” During the approval process in the 
party presidium, the sum of CZK 4,000,000 earmarked for the assistance was cut down 
to CZK 2,500,000. However, the resolution included a plan “to	train	10	South	Africans	in	
specialist	fields	according	to	case-by-case	requirements	of	the	leadership	of	the	national	
liberation	movement	in	the	Republic	of	South	Africa”.28

The “specialist” training was entrusted to the technical assistance department of the General 
Staff of the Czechoslovak People’s Army. In order to maintain the necessary secrecy, the 
news was being withheld from the department’s personnel as late as in February 1963. 
Only “following an oral order from General [Karel] Blatenský,	the	Technical	Assistance	
Department	was	informed	about	the	Central	Committee’s	requirement	according	to	which	
training	for	2	military	experts	of	unidentified	nationality	was	to	be	provided	starting	

of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, f. 02/1, sv. 28, ar.j. 29, b. 16, central 
committee presidium meeting on 16 July 1963]. A contemporary assessment of the situation concluded that 
“according	to	numerous	documents	from	the	South	African	Communist	Party	and	the	national	liberation	
movement	in	the	Republic	of	South	Africa,	the	present	situation	in	the	Republic	of	South	Africa	is	heading	
towards	a	violent	solution.	The	national	liberation	movement	is	preparing	for	military	operations”. NA – A ÚV 
KSČ, f. 02/1, sv. 25, ar.j. 27, b. 9, schůze P ÚV KSČ ze dne 25.6.1963 [National Archives – Archives of the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, f. 02/1, sv. 25, ar.j. 27, b. 9, central committee presidium 
meeting on 25 June 1963]. 

28 NA – A ÚV KSČ, f. 02/1, sv. 28, ar.j. 29, b. 16, schůze P ÚV KSČ ze dne 16.7.1963 [National Archives – Archives of 
the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, f. 02/1, sv. 28, ar.j. 29, b. 16, central committee 
presidium meeting on 16 July 1963].
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from	15	March	1963	with	the	aim	to	prepare	individuals	for	individual	assignments	of	
a	diversionary	nature	deep	in	the	enemy’s	rear.	Despite	the	rather	uncommon	specification	
of	the	aims	of	the	training,	 it	was	decided	that	the	training	could	be	provided	at	the	
International	Faculty	of	Antonín	Zápotocký	Military	Academy	where	the	commanders	
and	instructors	had	sufficient	experience	gained	during	a	similar	training	programme	for	
Angolan	specialists	in	1961–1962.”29

The first two students arrived by air from London on 16 March 1963. For the first two weeks 
they remained in Prague’s Axa Hotel “in	the	company	of	an	Officer	in	Charge	whose	task	
was	to	find	out	–	as	far	as	possible	–	about	the	past	history	and	political	activities	of	the	
students”. Maintaining secrecy about the two South Africans was made easier by the fact 
that Omar Moosa Bhamjee and Aminodin Tsamodin Kajee30 were of Indian origin. “With	
regard	to	the	strict	secrecy	of	the	whole	operation,	their	nationality	was	changed	to	
Tanganyikan	because	there	is	a	rather	strong	Indian	minority	living	along	the	whole	east	
African	coast.” Identity documents with false nationality and false names were produced for 
them in cooperation with the Public Security31. Records from the military archives describe 
the two students as “members	of	the	political	organization	‘Spear	of	the	Nation’	that	works	
illegally	in	five-member	groups,	 in	accordance	with	the	principles	of	conspiracy.	The	
movement	is	progressive	and	Marxist-oriented.”	They said they had been on the move for 
five months before entering the Soviet Bloc; only a few moments before boarding the plane 
at London airport they were told that Czechoslovakia would be their final destination. “Soon 
after	their	arrival,	it	was	possible	to	note	that	they	were	young	people	of	very	sociable	and	
cheerful	disposition	and	unassuming	manners.	[...] They did not miss a single opportunity 
to point out that they would study as hard as they can in order to achieve the best possible 
results. [...] They	had	never	previously	handled	firearms	or	cutting	weapons.” The Military 
Academy prepared for them a special study plan including “political classes”, mathematics, 
physics, ammunition, explosives, military pyrotechnics, general tactics, military topography, 
military engineering, firearms theory and practice, reconnaissance operations, automobile 
and tank hardware and communication technologies. “Their military pyrotechnics lessons 
that,	together	with	reconnaissance	and	tactics,	are	the	most	important	part	of	the	course,	
were	taught	at	the	factory	in	Polička.	The	students	handled	live	material,	detonated	dozens	
of AT [anti-tank]	mines	and	worked	with	plastic	explosives.	They	work	in	an	orderly	and	
calm	way,	without	the	slightest	sign	of	fear.	“32

29 VÚA, MNO, GŠ/OTP, 1964, Zprávy o příslušnících akce 141 (Sběrný arch), č.j. 002074/64-Sb 22-OTP [Central 
Military Archives, National Defence Ministry, General Staff/Technical Assistance Department, 1964, Reports on 
participants in Operation 141 (index sheet), ref. 002074/64-Sb 22 - OTP ].  

30 The students are also listed as Omar Essop Ismail and Amin Youssuf Mohamed, which may mean that Kadjee and 
Bhamjee were in fact their cover names. (VÚA, MNO, GŠ/OTP, 1964, Výcvik 2 zahraničních odborníků – akce 
141 (Sběrný arch), č.k. 002074/Sb-15/-14-OTP) [Central Military Archives, National Defence Ministry, General 
Staff/Technical Assistance Department, 1964, Training of 2 foreign specialists – Operation 141 (index sheet), ref. 
002074/Sb-15/-14 OTP]. Translator’s note: The name “Kajee” is alternatively spelled “Kadjee” in this text. For 
interesting reminiscences of the training in Czechoslovakia, see Amin Cajee: Fordsburg Fighter: The journey of an 
MK volunteer. Face2Face Books, 2016           

31 Translator’s note: Public Security (Veřejná bezpečnost) was the Czechoslovak police force.  
32 VÚA, MNO, GŠ/OTP, 1964, Zprávy o příslušnících akce 141 (Sběrný arch), č.j. 002074/64-Sb 22-OTP [Central 
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In the first half of May 1963, Moses Kotane and an ANC functionary called Ketsi arrived in 
Prague. Their main purpose was to discuss options for delivery of special material to the 
South African resistance movement, but they also found time for an atypical extra activity. 
According to records of the General Staff’s technical assistance department, “the functionaries 
themselves	asked	for	the	shortest	possible	technical	training	course	on	military	pyrotechnics	
and	small	arms	practice,	with	the	aim	to	acquire	the	knowledge	necessary	for	the	use	of	
TNT,	plastic	explosives,	rifle	model	98	N,	light	machine	gun	model	43	N,	and	9	mm	pistol	
model	24	CZ.	[...]	The	short	(14	days)	military	pyrotechnics	and	small	arms	course	organized	
for	the	two	delegates	was	makeshift	but	fully	met	the	desired	purpose”.33

Another two participants in the military training course − Joseph Cotton and Thkonza Zilani 
− arrived on 27 May 1963 and were sent to [the Military Academy at]34 Brno immediately 
after passing a medical check-up. The third member of the group, Samuel Dube travelling 
under the cover name Van Rensburg, was said to be ill with malaria in Dar es Salaam; he 
reached Prague a month later. His inclusion turned out to be the greatest flaw of the whole 
operation. According to records from the technical assistance department, “after starting 
the	course, [Dube] became	rather	despondent	and	generally	depressed.	He	stated	that	he	
had	been	cheated	and	that	he	did	not	want	to	fight	at	all	because	he	was	afraid	of	death”.35 
However, Czechoslovak authorities had to be rather careful about how to deal with him − 
Samuel Dube was a nephew of the ANC Secretary-General, Walter Sisulu.

In July 1963, the SACP representative in London, Pillay, asked Czechoslovakia to facilitate 
“a	2–3	day	conference	for	about	13	members	of	their	central	committee	operating	abroad”,	
to be held in Prague. Pillay complained that there was no other way to bring together central 
committee members heading the party’s offices in London, Dar es Salaam, Algiers, Rabat and 
Cairo. The leadership of the Czechoslovak Communist Party’s central committee agreed to 
the request.36 The meeting took place in September and several months later [Czechoslovak 
president]37 Antonín Novotný received a letter of thanks from the SACP leadership, co-
signed by an ANC representative, Yusuf Dadoo. The letter noted with appreciation that 
Czechoslovakia had discontinued its trade and consular relations with the Republic of South 
Africa: “South	African	Communists	and	freedom	fighters	are	strongly	aware	that	this	
decision	entails	very	evident	sacrifices	on	the	part	of	the	Czechoslovak	Socialist	Republic.	We	
deeply	appreciate	this	act	of	solidarity	with	our	people	in	its	hard	struggle	for	freedom”38. 

Military Archives, National Defence Ministry, General Staff/Technical Assistance Department, 1964, Reports 
on participants in Operation 141 (index sheet), ref. 002074/64-Sb 22-OTP ]. Translator’s note: the “factory in 
Polička” was a munitions and explosives factory.    

33 Ibid.
34 Translator’s note. 
35 Ibid.
36 NA—A ÚV KSČ, f. 02/1, sv. 30, ar. j. 32, b. 12, schůze P ÚV KSČ ze dne 6.8.1963 [National Archives – Archives of 

the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, f. 02/1, sv. 30, ar.j. 32, b. 12, central committee 
presidium meeting on 6 August 1963]. Translator’s note: Citation from Pillay’s letter translated into English from 
a Czech translation. 

37 Translator’s note. 
38 NA – A ÚV KSČ, f. 02/1, sv. 51, ar.j. 53, k inf. 2, schůze P ÚV KSČ ze dne 28.1.1964 [National Archives – Archives 
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It is hard to say whether SACP representatives realized that some parts of their letter might 
sound ironic vis-à-vis Czechoslovakia’s ongoing trade with the Republic of South Africa.

The events surrounding the departure of the first two graduates from the military specialist 
training course made it clear that the end of the training was by no means the end of the 
whole operation. On their arrival in London in the afternoon of 1 February, Kadjee and 
Bhamjee were thoroughly checked by the customs who found documents − addresses and 
a letter from Oliver Tambo – on ANC notepaper. The immigration officer recommended the 
two ANC members to return to Prague, unless they wanted to be sent to South Africa. “On 
the whole it can be concluded that this was not a pre-planned operation targeting our two 
comrades,	i.e.	that	the	whole	event	was	apparently	not	caused	by	any	past	compromise	
of	the	comrades’	identity,” a Czechoslovak report noted.39 However, more problems were 
soon looming over the training course.

In June 1964, with the first five South Africans still in Czechoslovakia, additional three 
students were brought to the country at the National Defence Ministry’s expense − Paul 
Petersen and George Driver (both Cape Coloureds) and an Indian Muslim, Mohammed 
Ameen Ali. By that time, the situation in the South African group had completely changed. 
The first two students were very depressed following their unfortunate return from London. 
“Failures	of	the	movement	at	home,	letters	from	families	at	home	urging	them	to	go	to	live	
in	India	rather	than	return	home,	as	well	as	the	arrival	of	a	new	group,	again	dominated	by	
Indians,	one	of	them	utterly	reactionary,	do	have	an	impact.” One of the South Africans was 
“convinced	that	the	British	have	returned	them	from	London	because	of	our	carelessness.	
He	claims	that	he	no	longer	feels	like	fighting.	His	discipline	is	flagging.	His	interest	in	
political	classes	has	waned	perceptibly.” Czechoslovak officers criticized Petersen and 
Driver for their perceived leftism. The last two students, Stanley Saley and Bobby Tilly, 
were said to be under the influence of the most criticized student, Mohamed Ameen. The 
records describe Ameen as “a disruptive element who was selected for the course in the 
Czechoslovak	Socialist	Republic	apparently	by	mistake”. Ameen reportedly declared that 
he had “come	to	Czechoslovakia	to	study	Marxism	so	that	he	could	fight	Communism	more	
effectively”. He was later expelled and sent back to Tanzania, where the first five graduates 
were also brought by Czechoslovak authorities on 21 November 1964. The final assessment 
of the operation was less than enthusiastic. The organizers concluded that next time it would 
be advisable to consider whether the Military Academy was the right place for “so strictly 
classified	training	course”.40

of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, f. 02/1, sv. 51, ar.j. 53, k inf. 2, central 
committee presidium meeting on 28 January 1964]. Translator’s note: Citation translated into English from  
a Czech translation.

39 VÚA, MNO, GŠ/OTP, 1964, Zprávy o příslušnících akce 141 (Sběrný arch), č.j. 002164/64-OTP [Central 
Military Archives, National Defence Ministry, General Staff/Technical Assistance Department, 1964, Reports on 
participants in Operation 141 (index sheet), ref. 002164/64-OTP].

40 Ibid.
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The consultations of international relations departments of communist parties held in 
Prague in April 1964 showed that the SACP was in effect the only communist party, in 
the traditional sense of the word, in sub-Saharan Africa. Contacts with the others – the 
communist parties of Sudan, Réunion and Basutoland41 – were “sporadic”. “In	his	remarks,	
Comrade Korionov emphasized the importance of increasing the assistance provided to 
the	South	African	Communist	Party,	whether	in	the	form	of	solidarity	actions	or	in	the	
form	of	direct	assistance.”42 This added to the complexities of Czechoslovak assistance 
in the period following the arrests of South African leaders43 that naturally caused much 
anxiety and disillusion in the group of South African students and seriously jeopardized 
their chances to get home safely.44

In June 1965, Czechoslovakia again hosted a conference of the central committee of the South 
African Communist Party. This time, general secretary Moses Kotane was accompanied at his 
meeting with Antonín Novotný by the SACP chairman, Joe Marks. Kotane “again underlined 
that	the	South	African	Communist	Party	would	like	to	receive	certain	means	of	transport,	
as	it	had	requested.	He	was	explained	that	the	difficulties	were	due	to	the	fact	that	some	
technicalities	had	not	been	arranged	in	time,	such	as	the	issue	of	duty-free	import,	[delivery] 
address,	etc.	Regarding	the	means	of	transport,	we	are	now	in	a	difficult	situation	as	we	
are	getting	new	requests	for	this	type	of	goods	from	Vietnam. [...] In	conclusion,	Comrade	
Novotný	expressed	our	desire	to	develop	close	relations	with	the	South	African	Communist	
Party	and	to	provide	assistance	within	our	capacities”. 45 However, in reality the South 
African opposition was weakened following the arrests and Czechoslovak authorities were 
disappointed with the training of South African volunteers. Moreover, systematic repression 
by South African authorities forced the ANC to transfer a substantial part of its activities 
outside South Africa’s territory.

Following the Soviet invasion46, Czechoslovakia was for a time excluded from the group 
of communist countries supporting South African resistance movements; however, by the 
beginning of the 1970s the reinstated Soviet satellite was back at its tasks. According to 
reports from Czechoslovak diplomats, the exiled South African opposition concentrated in 
Lusaka, where Thomas Ndobi headed an ANC office and where the ZAPU and ANC shared 

41 Translator´s note: Former British Crown Colony, today the Kingdom of Lesotho. 
42 NA – A ÚV KSČ, f. 02/1, sv. 67, ar.j. 71, b. 5, schůze P ÚV KSČ ze dne 9.6.1964 [National Archives – Archives of 

the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, f. 02/1, sv. 67, ar.j. 71, b. 5, central committee 
presidium meeting on 9 June 1964].

43 On 11 July 1963 the South African police raided the ANC and SACP headquarters in Rivonia, a suburb of 
Johannesburg. A year later, in June 1964, opposition leaders (including Nelson Mandela and Walter Sisulu) were 
given life sentences to be served at Robben Island.     

44 VÚA, MNO, GŠ/OTP, 1964, Výcvik 2 zahraničních odborníků – akce 141 (Sběrný arch), č.j. 002074/Sb-15/-14-OTP 
[Central Military Archives, National Defence Ministry, General Staff/Technical Assistance Department, 1964, 
Training of 2 foreign specialists – Operation 141 (index sheet), ref. 002074/Sb-15/-14 OTP].

45 NA – A ÚV KSČ, f. 02/1, sv. 112, ar.j. 115, k inf. 3, schůze P ÚV KSČ ze dne 29.6.1965 [National Archives  
– Archives of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, f. 02/1, sv. 112, ar.j. 115, k inf. 3, 
central committee presidium meeting on 29 June 1965].

46 Translator’s note: Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia in August 1968.  
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bases in West Camp and Deba areas, and in Dar es Salaam.47 Later on, the main point of 
contact was an ANC office set up in Luanda in the mid-1970s.

The assessment presented by [central committee presidium member]48 Vasil Biľak to the 
Czechoslovak Communist Party leadership in October 1976 shows that of all South African 
opposition organizations, the SACP seemed to be the least hopeful one: “The present party 
leadership,	resident	in	London,	has	as	yet	been	unable	to	develop	effective	organizing	
activities	among	the	white	working	class	that	remains	outside	the	scope	of	the	anti-racist	
and	progressive	movement”49. The opinion on the state of the South African opposition 
improved slightly following the 1976 Soweto uprising. Though suppressed by the South 
African regime, the uprising made it clear that the domestic resistance movement remained 
strong. In 1977, at the request of SACP leadership, the Czechoslovak Solidarity Committee 
provided equipment for 2,000 fighters and there was a proposal under consideration to 
make available, in addition to scholarships, also medical treatment for ANC members in 
Czechoslovakia. However, the October 1976 resolution of the presidium of the Czechoslovak 
Communist Party’s central committee was not fulfilled – the ANC delegation did not arrive.50

It was only in June 1979 that a group of ANC functionaries led by Oliver Tambo came to 
Prague. They presented to the Czechoslovak government an extensive list of the required 
assistance. Most of the items were in short supply on the Czechoslovak market or could not 
be tropicalized. Quite unlike the parallel assistance to the SWAPO, assistance to the ANC 
consisted predominantly of civilian material (various items of clothing, foodstuffs, radios, 
personal hygiene items, cookware, matches, watches, and similar items). This part of the 
assistance was to be shipped to Dar es Salaam. The part containing special material, to be 
shipped to Luanda port, was valued at just over CZK 100,000 while the total value of the 
assistance was CZK 1,635,681. “This is due partly to the fact that the armed guerrilla struggle 
is	currently	concentrated	in	Zimbabwe	and	Namibia,	and	partly	to	the	limited	capacities	
of	the	Czechoslovak	People’s	Army.”51 The civilian part of the consignment included 2,000 
sacks of cement for the construction of the ANC college (SOMAFCO) in Tanzania.52

47 AMZV, PZ, Kinshasa 1973. Politická zpráva č. 6, č.j. 021.746, 20.2.1973. Politická zpráva č. 9, č.j. 021.743, 1.3.1973 
[Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Political Reports, Kinshasa 1973. Political report No. 6, ref. 021.746, 
20 February 1973. Political report No. 9, ref. 021.743, 1 March 1973].

48 Translator’s note.
49 NA – A ÚV KSČ, f. 02/1, sv. 16, ar.j. 18, b. 7, schůze P ÚV KSČ ze dne 8.10.1976 [National Archives – Archives of 

the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, f. 02/1, sv. 16, ar.j. 18, b. 7, central committee  
presidium meeting on 8 October 1976].14

50 NA – A ÚV KSČ, f. 02/1, sv. 77, ar.j. 81, b. 27, schůze P ÚV KSČ ze dne 30.6.1978 [National Archives – Archives of 
the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, f. 02/1, sv. 77, ar.j. 81, b. 27, central committee 
presidium meeting on 30 June 1978].

51 NA – A ÚV KSČ, f. 02/1, sv. 132, ar.j. 129, b. 4, schůze P ÚV KSČ ze dne 1.2.1980 [National Archives – Archives 
of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, f. 02/1, sv.132, ar.j. 129, b. 4, central 
committee presidium meeting on 1 February 1980].

52 NA – A ÚV KSČ, f. 02/1, sv. 148, ar.j. 144, b. 8, schůze P ÚV KSČ ze dne 15.8.1980 [National Archives – Archives 
of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, f. 02/1, sv. 148, ar.j. 144, b. 8, central 
committee presidium meeting on 15 August 1980].
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Throughout the 1980s, the assistance provided by Czechoslovakia to the SACP and ANC was 
chiefly political. A visit by a delegation of foreign ministers and other representatives of the 
Frontline States of Southern Africa in April 1987 was largely a symbolic event during which 
Prague hosted the Zambian foreign minister, Luke John Mwananshiku, Zimbabwean foreign 
minister, Witness Mangwende, Tanzanian foreign minister, Benjamin Mkapa, Angolan 
justice minister, Fernando José de Franca Vieira Dias van-Dunem, and the deputy foreign 
minister of Mozambique, Daniel Saul Mbanze.53

In September 1986, the party leadership decided to award the Friendship Order to Joe 
Slovo.54 The decorated chairman of the South African Communist Party, who also held a seat 
on the ANC executive committee, visited Czechoslovakia in early 1987 and described the 
situation in South Africa during meetings with [Czechoslovak president]55 Gustáv Husák 
and Vasil Biľak56. When the ANC chairman Oliver Tambo visited Prague in September 1987, 
the Czechoslovak leadership took the opportunity to also award him the Friendship Order.57 
In June 1988, the Friendship Order was awarded to Nelson Mandela on the occasion of his 
70th birthday.58 However, the communist regime did not live to see Mandela released from 
his Robben Island prison.

53 NA – A ÚV KSČ, f. 02/1, P36/87, k inf. 7, č. 2606, schůze P ÚV KSČ ze dne 20.5.1987 [National Archives  
– Archives of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, f. 02/1, P36/87, k inf. 7, č. 2606, 
central committee presidium meeting on 20 May 1987].

54 NA – A ÚV KSČ, f. 02/1, P16/86, b. 16, č. 1044, schůze P ÚV KSČ ze dne 24.9.1986 [National Archives – Archives 
of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, f. 02/1, P16/86, b. 16, č. 1044, central 
committee presidium meeting on 24 September 1986].

55 Translator’s note.
56 NA – A ÚV KSČ, f. 02/1, , P27/87, k inf. 1, č. 1935, schůze P ÚV KSČ ze dne 18.2.1987 [National Archives  

– Archives of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, f. 02/1, P27/87, k inf. 1, č. 1935, 
central committee presidium meeting on 18 February 1987].

57 NA – A ÚV KSČ, f. 02/1, P41/87, b. 10, č. 3002, schůze P ÚV KSČ ze dne 13.7.1987 [National Archives – Archives 
of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, f. 02/1, P41/87, b. 10. č. 3002, central 
committee presidium meeting on 13 July 1987].

58 NA – A ÚV KSČ, f. 02/1, , P72/88, b. 17, č. 5056, schůze P ÚV KSČ ze dne 3.6.1988 [National Archives – Archives 
of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, f. 02/1, P72/88, b. 17. č. 5056, central 
committee presidium meeting on 3 June 1988].
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Memorandum from the Consulate General of the Czechoslovak Republic 
in Cape Town concerning the recognition of the Czechoslovak Republic 
(7 June 1945, AMZV)
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Memorandum from the Consulate General of the Czechoslovak Republic 
in Cape Town concerning the recognition of the Czechoslovak Republic 
(7 June 1945, AMZV)

1/1 CZECHOSLOVAK REPUBLIC    /incoming mail stamp:/
Ministry of Foreign Affairs    Ministry of Foreign Affairs
       Received on 19 June 1945 No. 3797
       Enclosure: 1 Section: II
       /stamp and administrative notes 
       partly illegible/

       London, 7 June 1945
       C o n f i d e n t i a l
Ref. 5901/dův/45
Re: Union of South Africarelationship
 to Czechoslovakia

Enclosure: 1
FH/IS
/illegible handwritten notes in the margin/

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
        P r a g u e

 Enclosed please find a copy of a memorandum 
from the Consulate General of the Czechoslovak Republic 
in Cape Town concerning the above issue.

        For the Minister:
        /signature illegible/

/handwritten note/:
The question of broadening the powers of the Consulate General 
in Cape Town to enable it to carry out diplomatic functions will be 
discussed later. For the time being I take note of the issue.
 
      /date and signature illegible/

/registry stamp and notes/



29

COPY

Consulate General of the Czechoslovak Republic
in Cape Town
Ref. 41/d/45
Re: František Pospíšil- 
 legal status, 
 consular commission
Ing. Pl
        Cape Town, 15 May 1945
         S e c r e t

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
        L o n d o n

 As a follow up to my dispatch No. 10 of 15 May of this year I announce that on 
15 May I visited the Acting Secretary of the Department of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Pohl, with 
whom I had a prolonged and cordial discussion concerning namely the legal recognition 
of Czechoslovakia /underlined by hand/ by the South African government. I referred 
to the notification announcing Mr. President’s return to Košice on 7 April of this year 
and the formation of a new Czechoslovak Government on our liberated territory (see my 
communication to the MFA ref. 12/d/45). I mentioned that, according to information 
heard on the radio, Mr. President and the Government were already in Prague, as 
the National Committee that had led the victorious uprising of the people of Prague 
against the Germans had handed over the administration of affairs to Mr. President 
and the Czechoslovak Government. Pohl congratulated me on this historic achievement 
and emphasized that as soon and the South African government receives an official 
notification that the President and Government have assumed power in Czechoslovakia, 
the obstacles of a legislative nature (recognition of the German occupation by the 
previous South African government) would cease to exist and the South African 
government would immediately proceed to take the final decision on the legal status 
of the liberated Czechoslovakia vis-à-vis the Union. He deplored that specific political 
circumstances inherited from the previous government had made it impossible to address 
the question of full recognition of Czechoslovakia in relation to the London Government 
at an earlier date, as the members of the present government would like to do; however, 
the parliament in its present composition would have been unable to successfully resolve 
the question.

 Pohl himself suggests that we should obtain for me an exequatur recognizing me 
as a consul general entrusted with diplomatic functions for the purpose of holding direct 
talks with the South African government in accordance with the MFA’s instructions. 
The representative of Spain (titled as envoy ad pers.) and representatives of Soviet 
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Russia and China have this status in the Union. In the absence of an embassy, this form 
of representation is best suited to the local situation and gives the representative more 
opportunities for political activity in accordance with the needs of the represented state.

 Already in London, I presented to Minister Jan Masaryk a written proposal for 
such broadening of powers that would enable the Consulate General in Cape Town to 
independently perform diplomatic functions /underlined by hand/. On 27 November 
1944, following my memorandum on the issue, the Minister made the following note in 
his own hand on MFA file ref. 11.089/dův/44 of 9 December 1944:

“I agree that the South African consulate should be made “independent” 
and allowed to conduct negotiations on diplomatic issues; of course subject to the 
MFA’s instructions but i n d e p e n d e n t l y. 27 November 1944 Jan Masaryk m.p.

 On 9 January 1945 I raised the same proposal with Mr. President during my 
audience before leaving for here, and it met with his tentative approval. Pursuant to Mr. 
President’s wishes I presented to him a copy of the memorandum mentioned above.

 Our conversation then turned to the situation in our community. I informed 
him that I was in contact with Col. Truter and that I was trying, in cooperation with 
the Colonel, to examine all suspicions or charges raised in the past against individual 
Czechoslovaks and to take action where unjustified wrongs might have been done. Pohl 
then asked about the departure of the Blahovský family and noted that judging from 
numerous indications, their continued stay here would not be conducive to calming down 
the situation in our community.

 As I have already telegraphed, some expatriates intend to bring action against 
Blahovský here so as to prevent him from staying on. I considered it especially important 
to emphasize this in my telegram to the Ministry since court proceedings would be very 
detrimental to our cause here.

Consul General:
Pospíšil Fr.

/note in the margin of the last page: name and extension number/
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Letter from the Czechoslovak Consul General in Cape Town 
concerning the recognition of the 1937 Trade Agreement 
(23 November 1945, AMZV)
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Transcript of a letter from the Department of External Affairs 
of Union of South Africa concerning the recognition of the 1937 Trade 

Agreement (23 October 1946, AMZV)
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Memorandum from the Czechoslovak Consul General in Cape Town 
reporting on his meeting at the Department of External Affairs of the Union 
of South Africa concerning the relocation of the Czechoslovak Consulate 
General from Cape Town to Johannesburg and a note from the Consulate 
General of the Czechoslovak Republic to the Department of External Affairs 
of the Union of South Africa on the matter (22 July 1958, AMZV)
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	/note	in	the	margin:	Comrade	Kafka/
CONSULATE GENERAL     BEAUFORT HOUSE

OF THE CZECHOSLOVAK REPUBLIC   76-78 BIRSE STREET

COMMERCIAL SECTION      PHONE 3-7069

P.O.BOX 1995, CAPE TOWN, UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA   CABLES “OBZAMINI”

/incoming mail stamp: /
       
 Ministry of Foreign Affairs
 Received on: 30 July 1958 No. 118501
 Enclosure: 2 Department: 5
 113588     
 117855 /initials illegible/
 Cape Town, 22 July 1958 

Re: Relocation of the Consulate General in the Union of South Africa, 
 your ref. 113.588/58/5
/underlined	by	hand,	note	in	the	margin:	join	this	with	213/7135/

/handwritten note in the margin: timeframe?/
  In accordance with your instructions, I today visited the Foreign 
Ministry’s chief of protocol who is currently in Cape Town, and presented to him 
a note which is an accurate English translation of the Czech text you sent me. 
I enclose two copies of the note.

  I presented the note personally with additional oral comments as per 
your instructions. During our friendly conversation Mr. Maree told me that he 
considered our request reasonable as this was advantageous for us in terms of 
trade contacts as well as in terms of easier access to the central authorities, and 
that he expected the South African authorities to decide favourably on this, and 
that he hoped to be able to give us a reply in writing in the near future.

  In a discussion concerning trade contacts he expressed the hope that 
we would again have a pavilion at next year’s Johannesburg trade fair.

2 enclosures
      /signature/ Krejčí p.p.
      Consul General

/registry notes and date stamp/
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Memorandum from the Czechoslovak Consul General in Cape Town 
reporting on his meeting at the Department of External Affairs of the Union 
of South Africa concerning the relocation of the Czechoslovak Consulate 
General from Cape Town to Johannesburg and a note from the Consulate 
General of the Czechoslovak Republic to the Department of External Affairs 
of the Union of South Africa on the matter (22 July 1958, AMZV)

No. 948/58
 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

P r a g u e
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Memorandum from the Czechoslovak Consul General in 
Johannesburg reporting that the Department of External Affairs 
of Union of South Africa took note of the relocation of the Consulate 
General (3 December 1958, AMZV)
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Memorandum from the Czechoslovak Consul General in 
Johannesburg reporting that the Department of External Affairs 

of Union of South Africa took note of the relocation of the Consulate 
General (3 December 1958, AMZV)

CONSULATE GENERAL OF THE CZECHOSLOVAK REPUBLIC
P.O.BOX 1995, CAPE TOWN /crossed	out	by	type/, UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA

No. 1309/1958     Johannesburg, 3 December 1958
       B y a i r m a i l

 /incoming mail stamp: /   
 Ministry of Foreign Affairs
 Received on: 9 December 1958 No. 129567
 Enclosure: 1 Department: 5
    
 
Relocation of the Consulate General – reply from the MFA of the Union of South Africa

  For documentation purposes, we send enclosed a copy of the verbal 
note from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs officially taking note of the relocation of the 
Consulate General including the commercial section from Cape Town to Johannesburg.

        /signature illegible/
        Consul General

/handwritten	notes:	Kafka	–	tell	the	Diplomatic	Protocol	to	inform	diplomatic	missions,	
take	other	measures	as	necessary.	9	December	1958/
/handwritten	administrative	notes,	registry	notes	and	date	stamp/

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Department 5
P R A G U E
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Note from the Department of External Affairs of the Union of South 
Africa concerning the relocation of the Czechoslovak Consulate 

General (18 November 1958, AMZV)

6/1



44

Internal Memorandum for the Czechoslovak Minister of Foreign 
Affairs concerning the unrest in South Africa 
(26 March 1960, AMZV)
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Internal Memorandum for the Czechoslovak Minister of Foreign 
Affairs concerning the unrest in South Africa 

(26 March 1960, AMZV)

/Translator’s	note:	Page	1	of	this	document	is	a	standard	MFA	file	cover	form;	only 
the relevant parts are translated /

Circulation list:
1) head of department /handwritten note: 
26	March,	illegible	initials/
2) Comrade First Deputy Minister Gregor for 
information
/handwritten	insert,	hardly	legible:
3)	Comrade	Herold	–	bear	in	mind	the	
protests	published	in	Rudé	Právo59 on 
26	March. 
After	what	has	already	happened,	it	might	
perhaps	be	appropriate	for	the	Peace	
Defenders Committee60 to send a message of 
sympathy to the Secretariat of the All-African 
Peoples’	Conference	in	Accra	–	but	not	to	the	
government	of	the	Union	of	South	Africa.	See	
also	coded	message	from	New	York	ref.	3419	
of	25	March	(illegible signature)/
4) M-for presentation to Comrade Minister
5) Back to originator
/handwritten note: (telephone numbers) 
Comrade	Černý
Promised	to	consult	on	the	text	promptly	
before	sending.
28	March	1960	(initials)	Keblušek	13:40	hrs./

/registry notes/

59  Translator’s note: Rudé Právo (“Red Justice“) was the official daily of the Czechoslovak Communist Party. 
60 Translator’s note: Československý výbor obránců míru (“Czechoslovak Committee of Defenders of Peace”), 

a founding member of the World Peace Council, existed 1949–1968. Transformed into Československý mírový 
výbor (“Czechoslovak Peace Committee”) in 1968. 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs         Department: 10          Officer: Keblušek

Reference number: 107871/60-10

Re: Unrest in the Union of South Africa – information for Comrade Minister

7/1



48

Memorandum

 A festival to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Union of South Africa started 
in March and is to last until June. The black and coloured population has planned in 
advance to hold rallies protesting against the celebrations, demanding rights for the black 
and coloured population, and protesting against the racial discrimination policy.

 In the past days there have been serious incidents during which 56 people were 
killed and 245 injured on 23 March. The unrest continues. As a result of the policy of the 
South African government that intends to show its strength to the black and coloured 
population even on this occasion, the unrest can be expected to continue. According to 
the initial plans the unrest was to culminate on 26 June when the Union of South Africa 
celebrates the Freedom Day. The nations of all countries have been protesting against 
the massacres. A boycott of South African goods is underway in Great Britain and should 
spread to other European countries in April.

 In this connection, Department 10 has been contacted by the Peace Defenders 
Committee that intends to send a message of protest to the South African government, 
with a copy to the UN Secretary General and the Secretariat of the AllAfrican Peoples’ 
Conference in Accra. The Peace Defenders Committee asked for the MFA’s position on 
this planned step.

 In the opinion of Department 10, at this stage it would not be appropriate to send 
protests to the government of the Union of South Africa, mainly because our consulate 
in Johannesburg is the only representation of socialist camp countries in this part of 
southern Africa and the government of the Union of South Africa has already on several 
occasions considered its liquidation. A protest coming from our side would, in our 
opinion, provide the South African government with a good pretext for liquidating our 
consulate. Since the consulate performs tasks for the whole socialist camp, it would not be 
right to put its existence at risk.

 Department 10 presented this position, orally, to Comrade First Deputy Minister 
Gregor who agreed with the above approach. The position has also been conveyed to the 
Peace Defenders Committee.

 Due to the fact that the boycott of the Union of South Africa for its racial 
segregation policy is gaining importance also within the UN, it will be necessary to take 
the following measures:
1. /added by hand in the margin: ?!/ Fundamentally discuss with the Foreign Trade 
 Ministry the issue of mutual trade contacts with the Union of South Africa in the light 
 of relations with independent African states. Ascertain and discuss the possibilities 
 for gradually redirecting the main part of imports and exports from the Union of 
 South Africa to independent African states. This step will of course require a detailed 
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 study of the possibilities of local markets in the individual African countries that have 
 already gained independence or are to gain it this year.
2. /added by hand in the margin: No/ Inform the Permanent Mission to the UN about 
 this position and instruct the head of mission to explain our position, in a suitable 
 form and using informal social contacts, to heads of the delegations of African and 
 Asian countries to the UN.
3. /added by hand in the margin: No/ Discuss with the delegations of other socialist 
 camp countries the possibility of a joint statement on the issue that could be joined 
 by the Czechoslovak Republic61.

 The question whether to send a protest to the Government of the Union of South 
Africa was discussed with the International Department of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of Czechoslovakia – Comrade Vojta, who had no objections to the step.

 Department 10 presents this information to Comrade Minister for approval of the 
proposed steps.

26 March 1960 /initials/	Keblušek

61 Translator’s note: “Czechoslovak Republic” (“Československá republika”, acronym “ČSR”) was Czechoslovakia’s 
official name from 1945 until 1960 when it was changed to “Czechoslovak Socialist Republic” (“Československá 
socialistická republika”, acronym “ČSSR”).  
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Memorandum from the Czechoslovak Embassy in London concerning 
a meeting with a delegation of the South African Freedom Association 
(8 June 1960, AMZV) and a letter from the South African Freedom 
Association to the Czechoslovak Ambassador in London (31 May 1960, AMZV)
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EMBASSY OF THE CZECHOSLOVAK REPUBLIC
        London, 8 June 1960
        /incoming mail stamp: /
No. 2980/60       Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Encl. 1   Received on: 14 June 1960 

  No. 116321
        Enclosure: 1 Department: 10
        B y c o u r i e r
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
P r a g u e

Appeal by the South African Freedom Association /underlined by hand/ for a boycott  
of trade, cultural contacts and delivery of arms and diesel oil to the Union of South Africa
 Today, on the 50th anniversary of the Union of South Africa, the Embassy 
was visited by a sevenmember delegation of the above organization bringing the 
enclosed copy of an appeal addressed, though the head of mission, to the Czechoslovak 
government, calling for the suspension of trade and cultural contacts with the Union of 
South Africa, including deliveries of arms and diesel oil. Today they are presenting similar 
appeals at embassies in London and will also present one to the British government 
(British prime minister). Regarding the content of the appeal, the main speaker of the 
delegation, secretary Ronald M. Segal, added that as concerns trade, this was mainly 
a moral issue because as far as they knew, our trade volume was not especially large 
despite the threefold increase in recent years /note in the margin: It does not reach 
that/, and he cited the examples of India, Malaysia and most recently Nigeria that had 
already started to boycott South African goods. Regarding cultural contacts, in their 
opinion our artists could perform in the Union of South Africa if they showed their 
art to everyone, not only to the whites. /underlined	by	hand;	note	in	the	margin:	E.g.	
Janáček	Quartet	played	also	for	the	natives	in	1956/. He emphasized that they started 
this campaign following agreement with the “South African Congress Movement” and “All 
African People’s Conference” /underlined by hand/ and stated that they were the only 
organization associating South Africans outside the Union of South Africa that fought 
against the racist policy /underlined by hand/ of the country’s government.
 The delegation was received by Comrade Pinkava who promised that the petition 
would be delivered, the requirements surely considered, and the answer, if any, would be 
sent to the organization.
 The S.A.F.A. campaign was reported on the evening TV news, but not mentioned 
in the daily press on 1 June.
 Please send us your position.

Ambassador:
/signature illegible/

/date stamp/ 22 June 1960
/registry notes/

Memorandum from the Czechoslovak Embassy in London concerning 
a meeting with a delegation of the South African Freedom Association 
 (8 June 1960, AMZV) and a letter from the South African Freedom 
Association to the Czechoslovak Ambassador in London (31 May 1960, AMZV)
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Memorandum from the Czechoslovak Consulate General in 
Johannesburg concerning banned Czechoslovak publications 
(27 July 1960, AMZV)
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CONSULATE GENERAL OF THE CZECHOSLOVAK REPUBLIC
Johannesburg /”CAPE	TOWN”	blackened	out/, UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA

 /incoming mail stamp: /
       Ministry of Foreign Affairs
  Received on: 3 August 1960 No. 

 120884
       Enclosure: 1 Department: 10

No. 867/60-P-p    B y a i r m a i l

Ministry of Foreign Affairs   Johannesburg, 27 July 1960
Department 10
P r a g u e

Re: Banned Czechoslovak publications
1 enclosure

  We inform the MFA that on 22 July 1960 the Government Gazette 
published a ban on Czechoslovak publications in the Union of South Africa:
  Čtení o Sovětském svazu62

  Czechoslovak Trade Unions

/handwritten	notes:	News	Service.	We	follow	the	issue./
        Head of mission:
        /signature/ Krejčí p.p.

/handwritten	administrative	notes,	registry	notes	and	date	stamp/

62  Translator’s note: Čtení o Sovětském svazu (“Reading about the Soviet Union”) was a monthly published by the 
Czechoslovak-Soviet Friendship Association. 

Memorandum from the Czechoslovak Consulate General in 
Johannesburg concerning banned Czechoslovak publications 
(27 July 1960, AMZV)
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Memorandum from the Czechoslovak Embassy in London concerning 
the ANC’s request for scholarships (6 September 1962, AMZV) and 
a letter from the African National Congress to the Czechoslovak 
Embassy in London (13 August 1962, AMZV)
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/declassification	stamp/	 	 	 /handwritten	note:	Comrade	Andr/
EMBASSY OF THE CZECHOSLOVAK REPUBLIC

/handwritten note: /incoming mail stamp:/  London, 6 September 1962
ref.	0316/62/	 Ministry of Foreign Affairs
 Received on: 11 September 1962 No. 029959
 Number: 0/1 Department: 5
 Classified encl.: 2/2 Other encl.:     
      S e c r e t ! /crossed out by 
      hand/
    B y c o u r i e r !

  B y a i r m a i l !
  /handwritten number 
	 	 	 021251/62/

     /handwritten	note:	Passed	on	to	Department	10. 
	 	 	 	 	 Andr,	12	September	1962/  

 Representatives of the local /crossed	out	by	hand,	handwritten	insert:	London	–	14/9	Brůna/ 
office of the African National Congress (Republic of South Africa) have contacted us /crossed out by 
hand,	handwritten	insert:	our	Embassy	in	London/	asking us to annually reserve for them several 
scholarships for secondary and university study. Regarding secondary study, we told them /crossed out 
by	hand,	handwritten	insert:	they	were	told/	that scholarships of this type were not awarded to foreign 
students in our country.

 In connection with their request, we discussed the question of scholarships for the Republic of 
South Africa /underlined by hand/ with local friends who did not guarantee the reliability of students 
nominated by this organization.

 However, for the next academic years and for the coming years, it would be good for us to know 
in advance the number of scholarships reserved for the Republic of South Africa in order to agree with 
friends on the appropriate steps to be taken in respect of the ANC request.

 Please send us your position.
Ambassador:
/signature illegible/

/handwritten note:
Instructions:
Letter	to:
Ministry	of	Education	and	Culture
Prague
Re:	copy	from	above
Enclosure:	1
<copy from above>
For	the	next	academic	year,	we	recommend	that	2	scholarships	be	made	available	to	them	if	possible,	
at	the	17th	November	University63,	subject	to	the	selection	process.	We	request	you	to	send	us	your	
position	so	that	we	can	inform	our	Embassy	on	London.
17	September	1962	Brůna,	Liška	 	 	 	 	 Head	of	group:	Liška	m.p.	/
/handwritten	administrative	notes,	registry	notes	and	date	stamp/3 1

63 Translator’s note: Universita 17. listopadu (“17th November University”) was a higher education institution 
established in Prague in 1961 for students from Africa, Asia and Latin America. The students were awarded 
government scholarships. The school was closed down in 1974. Its name referred to a Nazi crackdown on Czech 
university students on 17 November 1939.   

Memorandum from the Czechoslovak Embassy in London concerning 
the ANC’s request for scholarships (6 September 1962, AMZV) and 
a letter from the African National Congress to the Czechoslovak 
Embassy in London (13 August 1962, AMZV)
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Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Department 5
P r a g u e

Re: Scholarships for the African National Congress
Responsible officer: V. Janák
Enclosures: 2
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Report on the ANC consultative conference in Lobatse provided  
by Soviet authorities (February 1963, ABS)
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Report on the ANC consultative conference in Lobatse provided  
by Soviet authorities (February 1963, ABS)

11/1

Report from a secret consultative conference of 
the African National Congress (ANC) party in South Africa

/declassification stamp/        283

/handwritten note: Number of sheets: 3/

A2/



69

/Translator’s	note:	the	following	text	is	translated	into	English	from	a	Czech	translation	
of	the	Russian	original/

Top secret!
Translated from Russian

R e p o r t

from a secret consultative conference of the African National Congress (ANC) party 
in South Africa, held in Leballo64, Bechuanaland, on 27–28 October 1962

 The colonial authorities in Bechuanaland took all possible steps to prevent the 
conference from taking place; despite that, the conference was attended by 60 delegates 
representing almost all major centres of the Republic of South Africa. The delegates 
mostly represented the party’s young generation. In the opinion of the party leadership, 
the conference was successful and all issues were discussed in the spirit of unity of 
opinion.

 The conference was chaired by one of the leaders of the party’s National Executive 
Committee, MBEKI, a teacher by profession who currently works for the “NEW AGE” 
company in Port Elizabeth.

 The main report on organizational issues, the key item on the agenda, was 
presented by KOTANE who enjoys general respect and the special confidence of the 
party President LUTULI. KOTANE considers himself a Communist and is one of the 
experienced leaders of the national liberation movement in the Republic of South Africa.

 Additional reports presented at the conference concerned the work of local party 
branches. The reports show that some local party branches have achieved a certain degree 
of success. For example, the party branches in Port Elizabeth and, to a smaller degree, 
in Durban and Cape Town are able to organize strikes and public protests at three hours’ 
notice.

 The party conference adopted a resolution concerning the establishment of an 
organizational office to manage the activities of party members as well as non-members. 
In this connection, it was said that regional party branches should monitor the work of 
legal democratic organizations in the Republic of South Africa with the aim to win them 
over for the cause of the joint struggle. In doing so, they must pay special attention to 
their support of the trade union movement in the Republic of South Africa and to setting 
up ANC party cells within enterprises.

 A member of the ANC National Executive Committee, TLOOME, emphasized in 
his remarks that the party’s practical struggle was an important factor in the process of 
raising the people’s political awareness.

64 Translator’s note: This ANC consultative conference took place in Lobatse. The author of this text obviously 
confused “(Potlako) Leballo” with “Lobatse”. 
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 The Secretary of the South African Congress of Trade Unions, SHOPE, proposed 
in his remarks that the party should step up its fight against the trade union legislation 
that was conducive to racism. He criticized the workplace party cells that had done 
nothing in this regard. The South African Congress of Trade Unions currently has 54,000 
members. SHOPE also stated that the main problem facing the Congress was the lack of 
funds. Many senior trade union functionaries had received no pay whatsoever over a long 
period. In 1962 the Congress cannot publish its paper “Workers’ Unity” because of lack of 
funds. During the year was able to publish only two issues of the paper, and that was only 
thanks to the assistance provided by Canadian trade unions.

 Another leading functionary of the Congress of Trade Unions, MABHIDA, 
informed the participants about the contacts of the Congress with trade union 
organizations in other African states.

 The ANC Deputy President, TAMBO, presented an extensive report explaining 
the developments that have taken place in the Republic of South Africa over the past two 
years, and stating the reasons for the failure to establish a united front across the country.

 The meeting was attended by a member of the ANC National Executive 
Committee, ENGBA65 who could possibly become a member of the enlarged ANC office in 
Dar es Salaam.

 The conference was followed by a meeting of the ANC National Executive 
Committee which resolved:
 1) To send abroad the greatest possible number of party members, on the basis 
of recommendations from local branches, to attend military training courses in the 
countries. In doing so, party branches must bear in mind that the main form of anti-
government struggle in the Republic of South Africa is sabotage.
 2) To increase the number of staff at the ANC office in Dar es Salaam, to upgrade 
the status of the office to a semi-official one, and to departmentalize the office. To this 
end, it will be necessary to send to Dar es Salaam several members of the ANC National 
Executive Committee (7 people will be necessary to head the individual departments). 
The ANC Deputy President, TAMBO, recommended /	space	left	blank/ to head the ANC 
office in Dar es Salaam.
 3) In connection with the lack of financial resources needed to fund the ANC office 
in Dar es Salaam, to send to Communist countries a party delegation to obtain financial 
assistance there. The date of the delegation’s departure is to be set according to the 
situation in the Republic of South Africa.

Translated by Dibelková

/date deleted/ February 1963

65 Translator’s note: The Czechoslovak intelligence officer who translated this text from Russian into Czech simply 
copied Russian phonetic transcriptions of foreign words and names letterbyletter without regard to their actual 
meaning and spelling. Here the author most probably refers to M. B. Yengwa.   
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Resolution of the Presidium of the Czechoslovak Communist 
Party’s Central Committee (7 February 1963, ABS)
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Resolution of the Presidium of the Czechoslovak Communist 
Party’s Central Committee (7 February 1963, ABS)

3
Sv-0012/03-63

C o p y
Per rollam resolution of the Presidium of the Central Committee

of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia – 7 February 1963

Item: Assistance to the South African Communist Party (Comrade A. Novotný)

R e s o l v e d:

  1. Assistance to the Central Committee of the South African 
   Communist Party in the form of supplies of special material 
   and education of specialists is approved in principle.

  2. Instructions:
   a/ Comrade B. Lomský and Comrade L. Štrougal shall 
    appoint experts to hold talks with the delegation of the 
    South African Communist Party;
   b/ Comrade B. Lomský and Comrade L. Štrougal shall 
    coordinate the steps with the USSR;
   c/ Comrade B. Lomský and Comrade L. Štrougal shall, 
    on the basis of the talks with the delegation and  
    following consultation with Soviet comrades, present 
    to the Presidium of the Central Committee of the  
    Communist Party of Czechoslovakia a proposal  
    specifying the quantity and type of special material, the 
    mode of shipment and the financial arrangements to 
    cover the costs.

        To be carried out by:
        Comrade A. Novotný
        Comrade B. Lomský
        Comrade L. Štrougal

The original of the resolution was sent to Comrade HOUSKA on 13 February 1963; a note 
from Comrade Minister: “Comrade Houska, inform me about any steps taken!”

Copied by /signature/
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Resolution of the Czechoslovak Government concerning the closure 
of the Czechoslovak Consulate General in Johannesburg 
(12 July 1963, AMZV)
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Resolution of the Czechoslovak Government concerning the closure 
of the Czechoslovak Consulate General in Johannesburg 

(12 July 1963, AMZV)

GOVERNMENT OF THE CZECHOSLOVAK SOCIALIST REPUBLIC
/national emblem/

/handwritten	note:	Comrade	Pithart,	/classification	stamp	crossed	out/
Comrade	Pudlák,	 	 	 	 	 SECRET
illegible	name,		 	 	 	 	 Copy No. 16
Comrade	Petružela,	 	 	 	 	 Number of sheets: 1
illegible name/     /declassification	stamp/	
 

RESOLUTION
OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE CZECHOSLOVAK SOCIALIST REPUBLIC

No. 603 of of 12 July 1963

concerning the closure of the consular post in the Republic of South Africa

 T h e G o v e r n m e n t
 1. G r a n t s i t s c o n s e n t to the closure of the consular post of the 
Czechoslovak Socialist Republic in the Republic of South Africa and gradual 
withdrawal of all staff members including the staff of the Commercial 
Section;
 2. I n s t r u c t s
  a) The Minister of Foreign Affairs to close down the Consulate General 
in Johannesburg by 15 August 1963,
  b) the Minister of Foreign Trade to close down the Commercial 
Section in Johannesburg and not to increase the total turnover of exchange of 
goods with the Republic of South Africa, to gradually redirect Czechoslovak 
exports and imports to other markets provided that equally advantageous 
trade terms are achieved.

 To be carried out by: Ministers of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade
 For the attention of: MinisterChairman of the State Planning 
Commission and Ministers of Finance and the Interior.
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Explanatory memorandum of the Czechoslovak Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs concerning the severance of diplomatic relations with South 
Africa (undated, AMZV)
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Explanatory memorandum of the Czechoslovak Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs concerning the severance of diplomatic relations with South 
Africa (undated, AMZV)

/declassification	stamp/

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
Ref. 026.888/63-10     S e c r e t ! /crossed out by hand/

Adjustment of relations between the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic
and the Republic of South Africa

 The present internal situation in the Republic of South Africa is characterized, 
on the one hand, by progressive fascistization of the racist South African government 
and, on the other, by growing national liberation movement in which the South African 
Communist Party enjoys a significant position.

 The African people struggling against the fascist South African government and its 
apartheid policy are unquestionably encouraged by the negative public opinion prevailing 
around the world that has manifested itself i.a. through the resolution on sanctions 
against the Republic of South Africa passed at the UNGA session in November 1962.

 The resolution sponsored by a group of African and Asian countries requests the 
UN member states to break off diplomatic relations with the Government of the Republic 
of South Africa, to close their ports to South African ships, to prohibit their ships from 
entering South African ports, to boycott African goods, to refrain from exporting goods, 
including arms and ammunition, to the Republic of South Africa, and to refuse landing 
facilities to South African aircraft. The Czechoslovak Socialist Republic, together with 
other 67 states, voted for the resolution.

 The position of the USSR concerning the Republic of South Africa and the 
implementation of the UNGA resolution was expressed in a letter from the Permanent 
Representative of the USSR to the UN, Comrade Fedorenko, to the UN Secretary General 
U Thant of March 1963. The letter states that the Government of the USSR has no 
diplomatic, consular or trade relations with the Republic of South Africa and is ready to 
support any steps leading to the abandonment of the racial discrimination policy in the 
Republic of South Africa.

 The Czechoslovak Socialist Republic does not have diplomatic relations with 
the Republic of South Africa; however, since 1926 it has had a Consulate General in 
Johannesburg staffed by a Consul General and a Vice-Consul. The commercial section 
is staffed by a Commercial Attaché holding the rank of a Consul, and two delegates of 
foreign trade companies. The main task of the Consulate General is to facilitate mutual 
trade relations. The turnover of Czechoslovak foreign trade with the Republic of South 
Africa is about CZK 50 million and the trade balance is very positive.
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 Judging from the results of the conference of heads of government of African 
countries in Addis Ababa, the debates at the conference of the International Labour 
Organization in Geneva and other facts, it can be expected that at the autumn UNGA 
session, critical voices will be raised against those states that continue to maintain 
relations with the South African Government.

 Continuation of mutual relations with the Republic of South Africa would 
cause serious political damage to Czechoslovak foreign policy, namely at the next 
UNGA session, and it might jeopardize our friendly cooperation with African and Asian 
countries.

 On the basis of the above situation and having considered the economic value 
of our trade relations with the Republic of South Africa, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
proposes that the consular post of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic be closed down 
and all staff members, including the staff of the commercial section, gradually recalled 
so that the Consulate General in Johannesburg can be closed down by 15 August 1963 – 
before the start of the autumn UNGA session. At the same time it will be necessary not 
to increase the total turnover of exchange of goods with the Republic of South Africa and 
to gradually redirect Czechoslovak exports and imports to other markets provided that 
equally advantageous trade terms are achieved.

Attestation of accuracy:      Minister of Foreign 
Affairs
/signature:	Jelínek/       Václav David m.p.
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Letter from the Czechoslovak Deputy Minister of Foreign Trade 
informing the Czechoslovak Ministry of Foreign Affairs about 
the prohibition of trade with South Africa (30 July 1964, AMZV)
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Letter from the Czechoslovak Deputy Minister of Foreign Trade 
informing the Czechoslovak Ministry of Foreign Affairs about 

the prohibition of trade with South Africa (30 July 1964, AMZV)

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN TRADE
DEPUTY MINISTER
J. Kohout        Prague, 30 July 1964
         Ref. 134378/64

/handwritten	notes	with	illegible	date	and	signature:	Comrade	Ježek	(illegible	word);
	Territorial	Department	10	in	consultation	with	the	International	Organizations	
Department;	return	this	to	Comrade	Pudlák/

Dear Comrade,

 Enclosed please find Foreign Trade Ministry Official Journal No. 15 of 1 July 1964 
containing the Foreign Trade Minister’s decree of 20 June 1964 that prohibits trade with 
individuals and enterprises in the Republic of South Africa. This measure in effect stops 
the trade with the Republic of South Africa; however, it should be kept in mind that due 
to the exports that took place in the period preceding the prohibition of trade with the 
Republic of South Africa, the volume of exports for 1964 is yet to increase roughly by 
additional CZK 20 million.

 I recommend you to send information about this measure to the Czechoslovak 
delegate to the UN, Comrade Hájek /underlined by hand/, who has several times 
enquired about the situation regarding trade between the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic 
and the Republic of South Africa. /the	following	part	of	the	paragraph	is	marked	off	
in the margin/ I also recommend you to consider whether the information about the 
Foreign Trade Minister’s decree should be distributed together with an appropriate 
explanation /underlined by hand/ to heads of Czechoslovak embassies and consulates in 
African countries. Please inform me about the steps you will take in the matter.

 With comradely regards
      /signed/ Kohout

Enclosure (see text)

Comrade
Jan Pudlák
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs
P r a g u e

/handwritten notes:
* Memo from the International Organizations Department:	The	Permanent	Mission	
in	New	York	was	informed	about	the	measure	by	ref.	212004.	6	August	/signature	
illegible/
*	Territorial	Department	10	distributed	the	journal	to	all	embassies	and	consulates	in	
Africa	–	by	courier.	1	September	1964	/signature	illegible/
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Resolution of the Government of the Czech and Slovak Federal 
Republic concerning the resumption of diplomatic relations with 
the Republic of South Africa (18 July 1991, AMZV)
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Resolution of the Government of the Czech and Slovak Federal 
Republic concerning the resumption of diplomatic relations with 
the Republic of South Africa (18 July 1991, AMZV)

GOVERNMENT OF THE CZECH AND SLOVAK FEDERAL REPUBLIC

/handwritten	note:	ref.	106.415/91-GS/	 	/Stamp	of	the	MFA	General	 	
Secretariat:/

 To be carried out by: Mr. Zachar
 Supervisor: Mr. Palouš
 For the attention of: Mr. Kovanda,
 Huňátová, Tancár, Zoubek/
 /the same details are written by
	 hand	at	the	bottom	of	the	first	page/

/national emblem/

RESOLUTION
OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE CZECH AND SLOVAK FEDERAL REPUBLIC

No. 461 of 18 July 1991

concerning the establishment of diplomatic relations with the Republic of South Africa

 T h e G o v e r n m e n t

 1. G r a n t s i t s c o n s e n t
  a) to the establishment of diplomatic relations between the 
Czech and Slovak Federal republic and the Republic of South Africa at the 
level of embassies;
  b) to the upgrading of the status of the Consulate General of the 
Czech and Slovak Federal Republic in the Republic of South Africa, resident 
in Pretoria, to the status of an Embassy of the Czech and Slovak Federal 
Republic;
  c) to the accreditation of the Ambassador of the Czech and 
Slovak Federal Republic to the Republic of South Africa also to the Republic 
of Botswana, Republic of Namibia, Kingdom of Swaziland, and the Kingdom 
of Lesotho;
  d) to the establishment of a Vice Consulate in Johannesburg 
to perform the functions of a commercial section; the costs related to its 
activities shall be paid from the budget of the Federal Ministry of Foreign 
Trade;

 2. I n s t r u c t s the Deputy Prime Minister of the Czech and 
Slovak Federal Republic and Minister of Foreign Affairs to take the steps 
necessary to establish diplomatic relations with the Republic of South 
Africa;
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 3. T a k e s n o t e of the fact that the budgetary and foreign 
currency costs incurred by the Federal Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 
connection with the upgrading of the status of the Consulate General of 
the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic to the status of an embassy, and in 
connection with the operations thereof, are to be defrayed by the Federal 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs from its existing budget.

 To be carried out by: Deputy Prime Minister of the Czech and 
Slovak Federal Republic, J. Dienstbier, and the Minister of Foreign Trade.
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Protocol between the Government of the Czech and Slovak Federal 
Republic and the Government of the Republic of South Africa on 
Establishing Diplomatic Relations (29 October 1991, AMZV)
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Note from the South African Embassy in Prague acknowledging 
the receipt of the Czech Republic’s declaration of independence 
(31 December 1992, AMZV)
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Note from the South African Embassy in Prague concerning 
the recognition of the Czech Republic (25 January 1993, AMZV)
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20/1

Note from the South African Embassy in Prague concerning 
the establishment of diplomatic relations with the Czech Republic 

(3 February 1993, AMZV)
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Credentials: Ambassador Du Bois (signed by President de Klerk, 
undated, AMZV)
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Credentials: Ambassador Langley (signed by President Mandela, 
undated, AMZV)
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Credentials: Ambassador Lehoko (signed by President Mbeki, 
30 August 2000, AMZV)
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Credentials: Ambassador Botha (signed by President Motlanthe, 
8 April 2009, AMZV)
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Credentials: Ambassador Verwey (signed by President Zuma, 
27 November 2012, AMZV)
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