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Foreword

Dear Readers,

It is my honour to present you the Newsletter of the Czech
Consulate General in Shanghai. We strive to do our best to
present you stories that would prove correct and fulfil our
symbolic motto: Czech Republic - Land of Stories. In our
magazine you will find narratives that are funny (such as
the article on Chinese university professor barely surviving
his first Easter celebration in Czech Republic), exciting and
interesting (all the others). All in all, our stories and our
magazine are intended to create a bridge: the bridge
between China and Czech Republic; the bridge that will
enhance mutual understanding between two nations; two
nations, that share passion for history, culture and trade;
two nations that both have bright future in front them.

It is by no accident that this Newsletter is coming out today.
The first visit of President of China to Prague in the history of
our nations has just concluded. Visit of President Xi to Czech
Republic, as well as president Zeman and Prime Minister
Sobotka last year’s visits to China are significant symbols of
the status quo between the two friendly nations. The visits
are also the tip of the iceberg of the already existing thick
fabric of relationship between our governments, Czech
and Chinese regions, provinces and cities, universities and
students, Czech businesses and their Chinese customers
and vice versa etc. — in other words thick fabric of rela-
tionship between people on both sides of the Euroasian
continent. We intend this Newsletter as another small part
of this fabric — trying to bring the Czech Republic closer to
audience in China.

Happy reading!

Consul General of the Czech Republic in Shanghai
Richard Krpac
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Chinese President Xi’s Visit to
the Czech Republic on 28 March

Following Czech President Zeman'’s visit in September 2015
and Czech Prime Minister Sobotka’s visit in November 2015,
Chinese President Xi visited Czech Republic from 28 to 30
March, 2016. This visit marked the most important event
in two countries’ bilateral history and unique opportunity
to put the partnership between both countries on strategic
level. This is the first time a Chinese president ever visited
the Czech Republic ever since the two countries established
diplomatic relations 66 years ago.

President Xi solely visited Czech Republic, among all other
European Union countries, and led a business delegation
that included more than ten top leaders of China’s lead-
ing enterprises and business associations. They met Czech
representatives of business and commerce and discussed
potential opportunities of collaboration between the two
countries during Czech-China Business Forum. During this
historic visit, China and the Czech Republic

signed 23 agreements of co-operation
regarding investments, economic and
financial collaboration.

President Zeman invited Presi-
dent Xi to visit his summer
palace - Lansky zamek. While
President Xi was the first
national leader to officially
visit this palace, Hunan TV
Day Day Up with anchor
Wang Han was the first TV
crew from abroad to inter-
view President Zeman in
Lansky zdmek in 2015.

Current Czech government,
under Prime Minister Sobotka’s
leadership, opened the door to
China. Czech Republic is an active
partner of China in ‘One Belt One Road’
project, and is the beachhead for China

to land this project, as well as China’s gateway to
Europe. Czech-China Strategic Co-operation Statement
and Czech-China Cooperation Agreement on ‘One Belt One
Road’ will be the ‘Constitution’ of future collaboration. On
the other hand, Chinese investments in Czech Republic
have grown exponentially within the last two years. Fruitful
achievements of inter-national economic and cultural com-
munication symbolise the harvest of past few years: Bank
of China has set up a branch in Czech Republic, Hainan Air-
lines has operated direct flight between Beijing and Prague,
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China Eastern will soon follow the suit with the direct flight
between Shanghai and Prague and Sichuan Airline intends
to run direct flight between Chengdu and Prague. Further-
more, the biggest non-state-owned enterprise in Shanghai,
China CEFC Energy Company Limited, has fully or partially
acquired Slavia Praha football club, Czech brewery , finance
company, travel agency, airline company, holiday resorts,
media corporation, etc. And Huawei and Changhong are the
most famous Chinese firms that set up factories and manu-
facture directly in the Czech Republic.

There have always been frequent cultural communications
between the two countries too. Film Somewhere Only We
Know, TV drama The Last Visa and reality shows Day Day Up
and 24 HOURS were all shot in scenic Czech Republic. More
cross-national cultural and educational projects are under-
taken this year. In 2016, the Consulate General of the Czech
Republic in Shanghai will host major cultural events such as
Czech ‘Beer & Love’ Mayfest in May, ‘Nine Gates’ Jewish
Cultural Festival in June, and ‘Prague-Shanghai Week’ in
October.

Besides, Prague has become very quickly one of the
most popular travel destinations for Chinese tourists. Their
numbers have risen in last years from 170 000 in 2013
to 214 000 in 2014 all the way to 270 000 in 2015. It is
expected that by 2017 there will be over half a million
Chinese tourists traveling to Czech Republic, more than
from any other country except for Germany.
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How A Chinese University
Professor Survived His First
Easter in the Czech Republic

Se Luo

Easter is a traditional Christian festival that celebrates the
resurrection and immortalisation of Jesus. Cute bunnies,
colourful Easter eggs and happy kids are normally related to
Easter, but Easter takes on a whole new meaning in Central
Europe. As a Chinese Professor, | witnessed such interesting
event when | taught in the Czech Republic. I'd like to
share this unique experience with you as you may also be
interested in the feast!

And get ready for a fun ride through uncharted waters, as
many of my neigbours turned overnight from polite and
helpful people into barbarians. At least in the eyes of a pro-
fessor, who previously knew nothing about the traditions
and customs of Easter celebration in Central Europe. So,
here we go:

On last Easter morning, while | lay in bed dreaming of tuna
sashimi (Czech is landlocked so we rarely get any seafood),
the doorbell rang. There stood my Czech landlord and
his son, dressed in their Sunday best, armed with water
spritzers as well as very cheap perfume called “Fleurs de
Magnolia”. My dear wife, born in a faraway country and as
ignorant about the customs in Czech Republic as me, was
their next target.

The ritual they were about to perform, for the uninitiated,
involves soaking women down and then covering them with
perfume. To what end? To cleanse and bless them, of course,
and prepare them for the rebirth that comes with spring.
How could | possibly refuse the kindness of my landlord and
deprive my wife of an opportunity of receiving blessings?
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The whole tradition arrived in towns and cities from villages
where young men not only soak women but can also be
seen whacking their behinds with sticks made from green
wood. Returning the favour of being soaked if not whacked,
women are then obligated to give the men something to
drink, some eggs, and ham.

My now-drenched wife has survived the ordeal without any
harm, probably entertained by these strange habits, but
we had no eggs, no ham and only beer, which is not the
preferred libation. Hard stuff is in demand, but my landlord
and his son offered no complaints and the three of us drank
a beer at 8 in the morning.

My landlord then ordered me to put on a suit so that | could
“cleanse his wife and mother.” You cannot say no, even
though most women loathe the process and find it merely a
pretense for boozing, carousing and misogyny.

I squirted his wife, even though | read disdain in her eyes, and
then squired an 88-yearold woman. They gave me brandy,
eggs and ham-by now it was 9 in the morning and | already
had a hangover. My wife glared at me.
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Next, off to a neighbour’s house , where | squirted three
women (one | had never met before, and third was a
3-week-old baby girl there who managed to somehow avoid
participation). More ham, more eggs and this time three
shots of the Czech herbal liquor Becherovka.

The men piled into a car with a designated driver who
desperately wanted to get to his girlfriend’s house so that
he could squirt her and her mother (Thinking about the
compromise and tolerance in the other 364 days and
the very awards just in today, he cannot be not flipped!).
However, family obligations come first, so he had to chauf-
feur his dad, four others and a lone Chinese professor to
a final rendezvous. Our last stop was a cousin’s house in a
nearby village. By this time | was intoxicated and | soaked
another woman and a dog just for fun. More ham, more
booze (pear brandy this time) and five cigarettes. | was in
deepshame, anditwas certainly not because I have ‘squirted’
so many ladies but that | was not able to enjoy more fine
wine and ham like my Czech friends. More surprisingly, to
finish the day off, the man of the house handed me a pistol,
which | happily fired into the air.

When | arrived home in the early afternoon, | found out
that my dear wife has locked the door to our flat and was
desperately trying washing off the “Fleurs de Magnolia” out
of her hair in the bathtub. | went back to bed, trying to hide
from her site the obvious fact that after so many drinks |
can hardly stand straight. Tuna sashimi — my morning dream
was the last thing | needed .....
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Why Is There Green Beer
in the Czech Republic?

Nadya Dyakova // Sources from: Foreigner.cz

A few days ago, | started to see on my Facebook newsfeed
several events mentioning some Zelene Pivo which means
“green beer”. | was wondering the reason why the beer
would be green in the Czech Republic. | had never heard
of anything like it. To me, it could have been some fancy or
silly way to celebrate Saint Patrick’s Day, but | have not even
seen such a thing while | was living on the Emerald Island.

So, | did a little bit of research and | learnt a few things. It
turns out, it is linked to... Easter! As you may know, Easter
symbolises the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.
The week before Easter is called the Holy week including
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. Let’s focus on Maundy
Thursday. It is commemorating the Last Supper, when Jesus
had his last meal with his apostles.

In the Czech Republic, Maundy Thursday is also known as
Zeleny ctvrtek (Green Thursday). It refers to the green color
because before the thirteen century, priests were wearing
green vestments to celebrate the Mass. Another explanation
is that the penitents, who were readmitted to church, wore
sprigs of green herbs to show their joy. They were called the
“Green Ones”. Besides, on Maundy Thursday, people were
allowed to have only one meal during the day, and that meal
had to be meatless. Only vegetables were eaten. Nowadays,
the tradition wants you to consume something green such
as salad or spinach.

In order to follow the folklore, the well-known brewery
Starobrno started to produce a special batch of green
beer, which is only produce once per year! It became a
national phenomenon and you should be able to find
some Zelene Pivo anywhere is the Czech Republic on
Zeleny ctvrtek! Now there is absolutely no reason why you
should not take part into the Czech folklore! Na zdravi!
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How?People Cg.lebr'ate Chinese
Negw Yed¥in the Czech Republic

Sources fr@m: Embassy’of the People’s Republic of China
in tbe Czech Republic ot

On the basis of the huge number of Chinese population in
the Czech Republic, this number is even growing annually;
therefore celebration, art festival and gala during Chinese
New Year are among unique cultural phenomena in Prague.
Chinese start spreading Chinese rituals and sharing new
year etiquettes with local Czechs. Now let’s take a look of
the New Year celebration in Prague in 2016!

A ‘Happy Chinese New Year’ Temple Fair was hosted in
Prague on Chinese New Year’s Eve, ancient European castles
and buildings were even decorated and coloured by Chinese
art — the World Intangible Cultural Heritage from Jiangsu
Province, ‘Qinhuai River Paper Lantern’. ‘Nine Dragon
Screen’, ‘Eight Horses’, ‘Sanyangkaitai’ and other lantern art
works stood in the middle of the square in the background
of Gothic churches and Baroque statues. Representing
Oriental and Western culture respectively, they matched
perfectly together.

There were also booths along two sides of the square,
where folk artists from China performed lantern-making,
paper-cutting, calabash-carving, spring festival couplets-
writing and so on, people lined up a long queue to get
paintingsand calligraphies. Then the audience went to taste
Chinese snacks such as dumplings, rice cakes and so on, as
well as Czech gourmets.

Local martial school also participated in the fair; they were all
Czech but performed kung-fu and lion-dancing superbly and
won several rounds of applause from audiences. Drum band
from Beijing dressed up in traditional Peking Opera costumes
and performed musical dances so impressively that it was
hard to believe the average age of this band is over 60. The
art forms of acrobatics, dancing and singing were refreshing
for Czech audiences. The day of festival was extremely
cold, however, performers were responsible and audiences
were passionate: they all yelled ‘Chinese’ and ‘wonderful’.
For Czech people, coming to temple fair, watching
performances, tasting rice cakes and drinking rice wines
were very exciting and Chinese-styled. The fair attracted
thousands of tourists and locals, and lasted all the way ftill
the fourth day of Chinese New Year.
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When Philosophy Meets Music

700t Anniversary of Founder of Charles University, Charles IV
Kaitlyn Peng

In summer 2014, | had the luck to participate in a training
program in Charles University, Czech Republic, and my
‘romance’ with this old, beautiful country started from then.
| can still be reminded of that summer occasionally: every
day | walked into Philosophy and Art Faculty near Vltava
River with the morning sun. A piano is placed in front of the
faculty, so the sound of passer-bys playing the piano together
with tram passing tracks is the most featured movement
of Prague. Wandering around Charles Bridge or lying by
the window of a riverside cafe, | enjoyed relaxing myself,
watching the crowds, and waiting for a sunset.

As the oldest university in central Europe, Charles University
was founded in 1348. Unlike most other universities, Charles
University has a spacious campus that each faculty locates
in different district respectively. Philosophy and Art Faculty
is in Old Town district, from there you can see Prague Castle
in the other side of Vltava River. | heard from a professor
that there are nine public pianos in Prague, they are in the
airport, train station, Charles University Philosophy and Art
Faculty, and other places on the street. There is a saying in
the Czech Republic, “Co Cech, to muzikant”, meaning every
Czech is a musician. So music and art are everywhere, you
could find street concert, street art, performance art, etc..
But this country is far more than just music, Czech Republic
has unique culture and history, its abundant collection of art
works and antiques in museums, art galleries and chambers
of fine arts is surely breath-taking.

| even dreamt about Czech Republic after | was back to
my home country. | dreamt of standing back at the gate of
Philosophy and Art Faculty, listening to the classic symphony
of this city and looking far at this ‘land of stories’, Prague —
ancient castles with red roofs, green trees by emerald lakes,
swans swimming in the water, old bridges, stone-paved
paths, heavy traffics and all enchanting landscapes... When
l-got lost in my-dream;, Prague became my everlasting love.
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My Favourite Place
in the Czech Republic

Richard Krpac, Petrin Hill

The first thing | love to do anytime | come back to Prague
is to sit down on a bench under the Strahov Monastery on
Petrin Hill. I sit among the cherry trees and look down at the
city and the river. To my front is the old Mala Strana district
with picturesque redroofed houses built along the riverside.
In the early morning, the city
is dipped in fog and through
the mist | could see the spire
of churches and statues on
Charles Bridge, whose subtle
beauty always amaze me.

| then take the steps along the
Prague Castle gardens, find a
small cafe, order a coffee or
wine, and read morning news-
paper. Most cafes in Prague
have French windows and big
gardens so customers can take
sun bath and refresh air there.
In the noon you can wander in
the old town district, some of the remote and quiet alleys
are still preserved in medieval style: stone-paved paths, gas
lamps and religious frescoes. Sitting in a medieval tavern or
a small restaurant, you can try typical Czech foods, such as a
pork knee or sausages that go so well with Czech beer. In the
evening there are numerous theatres, jazz concerts or clas-
sic music orchestras playing all over the town. Or you can
just sit on the balcony and sip wine with your Czech friends
overlooking the majestic view.
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Janet He
Cesky Krumlov

| love the serenity and delicateness of Cesky Krumlov, a
small town full of charming sceneries. When | was looking
outside the window of the hotel, my eyesight was caught by
the sea of red roofs — high and low, near and far. Refreshing
air came on my face with scattered wave of wind, accompa-
nied was the seemingly distant sound of bell, and they made
my soul calm and eased.
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Kaitlyn Peng
KAVARNA SLAVIA

KAVARNA SLAVIA is the oldest cafe in Prague established in
1863, and is preferred by many artists and politicians. For
me, it is somewhere | could sit down by the window, enjoy
the landscape of Vitava River, Charles Bridge and the traf-
fics and pedestrians in this busy town, and encounter some
de ja vu of what Milan Kundera and Franz Kafka used to do
in this very place. This cafe has splendid gourmet and wine
that are more than delicious and costeffective, and if you are
lucky enough, there will be a pianist playing classical tunes
for you. Imagine this — beautiful music, gorgeous views and
super food, how can you not like it here?
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Stepan Vojnar
Ndplavka

Over the last two or three years “Naplavka” has become
a unique social and cultural place in the heart of Prague.
Each summer evening the place is filled with people
enjoying the beer, wine or watching alternative theater per-
formances taking place at the river bank or inside of one
of many boats docking at this place. Previously, the place
was largely neglected but now it is becoming a hot spot for
those enjoying the alternative culture without mainstream
brands or shows. At “Naplavka” you can taste the beer from
small Czech and unknown breweries, rent the pedaling boat
or watch the sunset over the Prague Castle. During week-
ends you may buy there the fresh organic food in the local
farmer market or ride a bicycle along the river bank. Then in
the evening you come with your friends to enjoy the party.
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Xiaofei Xu
Charles Bridge

Last May | luckily participated in the screening with Hunan
TV Day Day Up program, and within the 10-day journey |
went to a bunch of beautiful places in the Czech Republic,
and the most impressive scene happened in a sunny after-
noon on Charles Bridge, where | met many tourists from all
over the world and listened to wonderful music of street
artists. | could not believe that this 500-metre stone bridge
combines contemporary and historical aesthetics perfectly,
and connects the nature and art spontaneously that people
can enjoy the breeze of spring and view the sceneries along
Vltava River. Waiting for the soft light of sunset falling down
the other side of the river on top of the red roof of Prague
Castle, | was deeply attracted by this city and did not have
the heart to leave.
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