Seoul Food 2015
Seoul International Food Fair, “Seoul Food 2015” was held from 12~15 May in Kintex, Gyuong-Gi. Ambassador T. Husák was accompanied by Commercial Counselor K. Sulek and Commercial Manager S.Lee. Given the strategic position of the Republic of Korea and support of the Korean government, quality fairs are increasing year by year.

[bookmark: _GoBack]“Seoul Food” is said to be the third largest food show in Asia. On an area of ​​76,121 square meters there were exhibitors from 51 countries. The biggest international exhibitors were  from  China of 150 companies, as well as the US - 56 companies, Australia - 54 companies, Canada - 51 companies and Thailand - 37 companies.  The increased interests in food production in the Republic of Korea and in Asia have attracted many participants to the Seoul Food Fair 2015 totaling of 65,000 visitors. Its products (food, beverage, machinery for the production and packaging of foodstuffs etc.) and services presented at the International Exhibition KINTEX total of 1,507 domestic and foreign exhibitors, who have leased a total of 3,000 stalls.
On May 12  Ambassador T. Husák visited the Fair, who was accompanied the commercial counselor K. Sulek and had talks with representatives of the EU representation in the Republic of Korea and also with representatives of the Korean Ministry of Agriculture and the Korean Investment Zone FOODPOLIS.
 Ambassador T. Husák visited the stand of the Czech company Silverline Capital, where he discussed with the CEO L. Mikeska whom informed  the Embassy of the investment project for the construction of the Czech brewery in the Republic of Korea. On the stand of the Czech company there were visitors tasting their beer, “Prague Gold”.  
Commercial Counselor K. Sulek was at the fair with a number of Korean Companies discussing about the possibilities of cooperation with Czech food exporters. Embassy in Seoul utilized the trade fair for the promotion of Czech food industry. With the support of the Ministry of Agriculture, visitors had the catalogs and brochures available on the Czech food industry, breweries and also on the regions of the Czech Republic (Czech Hops, Czech Beer, A Slightly Different View of the Czech Republic, the Beyond EU Borders et al.).
Import Goods Fair 2015
12.06.2015 / 09:30

Embassy of the Czech Republic participates in the International Goods Fair  'IGF 2015' in Seoul

From 4 to 6 June 2015 "Import Goods Fair 2015' was held at the COEX International Exhibition Centre in Seoul, organized by the Association of Korean Importers KOIMA. There were many participants at the fair from Asia, Europe, America and Africa. Czech Embassy in Seoul organized a booth with the support of the MFA, MIT, HK CR and Ministry of Agriculture in catalog exhibition, presenting the Czech industrial production, Czech food and alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages. Besides exhibiting of catalogs, the Czech glassware and crystals were displayed during the fair as well as tasting of local wine and beer.

On the Czech booth there were catalogs and promotional materials available and a brie introduction of CzechInvest and CzechTrade. Visitors were able to purchase Czech handmade crystals from a Korean Import Company called Vesela Trading whom was also at the show.

On the opening day of the exhibition, President of KOIMA, Mr. T. Shinn visited Czech Booth  who in the course talked with the Ambassador T. Husák and appreciated the excellent cooperation with the Czech Embassy in Seoul, whilst the visit of the prime minister B. Sobotka in Seoul. Director of the International Relations Department of KOIMA, Mr. J. Jough met with the Commercial Counselor K. Sulek who was fascinated by the high quality of Czech production and discussed further cooperation and opportunity to participate at the IGF 2016.


New Czech Pub Opens in Gwangju
22.07.2015 / 08:53
A new Czech Pub opened in Gwangju, located in the south of Korea selling only Czech Beers.
In July 2015, a new Czech Pub opened in Gwangju, located in the south of Korea. The restaurant is called 'Czech Praha' selling only Czech beers and liquor, such as Czech Royal Beer and Becherovka. This is the first Czech pub in Gwangju.
The quality of Czech beer in the Republic of Korea is highly valued, as evidenced by the increasing exports of Czech beer as well as a growing interest in Czech restaurants, which are mainly located in the capital; Seoul.
 


Czech Pub/Restaurant "NA ZDRAVÍ " opens in Gangnam, Seoul
13.08.2015 / 06:20
Czech beer and traditional Czech cuisine restaurant / pub called  NA ZDRAVÍ was newly opened in Gangnam, Seoul. NA ZDRAVÍ is the meaning of "Cheers" (for good health).  The staff of the Embassy of the Czech Republic and R.Stark representatives of SAB Miller, whom imports Pilsner Urquell, attended  opening ceremony of the Restaurant.
 
Czech beer and traditional Czech cuisine restaurant / pub called  NA ZDRAVÍ was newly opened in Gangnam, Seoul. NA ZDRAVÍ is the meaning of "Cheers" (for good health).  The staff of the Embassy of the Czech Republic and R.Stark representatives of SAB Miller, whom imports Pilsner Urquell, attended  opening ceremony of the Restaurant.
 
The Korean owner aims to make consumers feel that they are at the local Czech pub. The restaurant is decorated with posters and Bohemian eg. Advertising of pork and other Czech specialties that customers can buy. The restaurant is tapped with Popovický Kozel and Pilsner Urquell beer.
As stated by the director of SABMiller representative, Mr. R. Stark, the company last year ranked among the largest importer of beer in the Republic of Korea. According to preliminary estimates, Pilsner Urquell will be another record high in sales this year in terms of volume of imports of Czech beer.


Czech Investment Seminar in October
24.09.2015 / 06:49
The project of economic diplomacy paved the Czech Embassy in Seoul in cooperation with CzechInvest Investment "Road Show" dedicated to the presentation of the Czech Republic as an ideal place for foreign investors. Three investment seminars, which were held in South Korean cities; Daejeon, Busan and Ulsan from 12 to 14 October 2015, presented by the Czech Republic Korean investors and representatives of major companies and institutions. Investment seminars preceded by an extremely demanding preparation and coordination of activities with Korean and Czech institutions and companies. Embassy in Seoul used the seminar to promote the Czech Republic, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic, CzechInvest, CzechTourism, Czech Centres and Czech Airlines. Participants also received materials provided by the Ministry of Agriculture (Czech beer), MPaO (Doing Business in the Czech Republic) and leaflets and catalogs by Preciosa, Jan Becher and Mattoni.
Korea stands 4th place in the order of the biggest invested countries in the Czech Republic and Korean firms are increasing activities of investment. For that reason, the Embassy in Seoul has decided to raise awareness of Korean investors about investment conditions in the Czech Republic and support their interest in the Czech Republic. The "Invest in the Czech Republic - Your gateway to Europe", was first investment seminar in Seoul, which was held in February this year during the official visit of Prime Minister Bohuslav Sobotka in the Republic of Korea. Now it was for the Korean businessmen and institutions located outside the capital to inform about investment opportunities in the Czech Republic, on investment zones, incentives and supported sectors. The Ambassador T. Husák, commenced the opening of the seminar expressing our interest in cooperating with Korean investors and among others, reported on the newly opened office of CzechInvest in Seoul and the support of our government to foreign investors. Then followed a speech the Commercial Council (DEC) K. Sulek who acquainted the present with the current economic situation of the Czech Republic, with a view to the development of our economy for the next year and reported on major economic projects that have already implemented the Korean companies in the Czech Republic. Head of the CzechInvest in Korea M. Jírovec and sector specialist M. Kratochvil from the Prague headquarters of CzechInvest informed about the specific conditions for foreign investors, investment zones, sectors that our government supports and also about the services provided by CzechInvest. Speeches were followed by investment experts from the Czech Savings Bank, Deloitte and CTP, which are members of the Association for Foreign Investment - AFI.
The presentation concluded with the speech of the Director of SAB Miller for the Republic of Korea, who presented the company's investment in the Czech Republic in the Pilsen brewery, inter alia, to the growing popularity of Pilsner beer brewery in the Republic of Korea. Since 2012, rising export Pilser Urquell beer to South Korea annually by about 100% and the outlook for next year is again similarly optimistic. There were attendees from not only representatives of Korean companies, but also representatives of Korean Ministries, institutions, chambers of commerce and associations. Czech Embassy in Seoul used the seminar to promote the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Czech Republic as an ideal place for Korean investment and also to support the Czech export companies.
 


The 5th International Food Cluster Forum
27.11.2015 / 06:00
On 17 November in Seoul a conference entitled "The 5th International Food Cluster Forum" was held. The event focused on international cooperation and new technologies in the agro-industrial sector.

 
On 17 November in Seoul , "The 5th International Food Cluster Forum" was held. The event focused on international cooperation and new technologies in the agro-industrial sector. The conference was opened by Korean Agriculture Minister Lee Dong-phil, which briefly mentioned the support that his government dedicated to innovation, science and general development of the agrarian sector. In addition to experts and representatives of Ministry of Agriculture attended the event also representatives of the diplomatic corps and representatives of international institutions from the agro-food sector. Czech Embassy in Seoul was represented by Ambassador T. Husák and Commercial Counsellor K. Sulek. The first foreign projecting the Czech Ambassador T. Husák, which followed the speech of the Korean Ministry of Agriculture stressed the importance of international cooperation and the promotion of scientific and technological development, which increasingly affects agriculture and the entire food sector. Ambassador T. Husák also said that the Czech Republic is interested in mutually advantageous cooperation, information exchange and investment in the agro-industrial sector. As an example, the first ever Czech investment in the food sector in the Republic of Korea has been planned in construction of the brewery, which intends to implement a Czech joint-stock company Gold of Prague in southern Korea near the city of Iksan. In the investment area FOODPOLIS will produce beer named “Gold of Prague” not only for the Korean market, but also for China and Japan.


Presentation of Moravian wines at the Czech Embassy in Seoul
11.12.2015 / 06:25
On 07~09 December 2015 at the Czech Embassy in Seoul there had been a presentation of Moravian wines, organized by the Commercial Counsellor K. Sulek in cooperation with Moravian wine producers of the Czech Republic.
On 07~09 December 2015 at the Czech Embassy in Seoul there had been a presentation of Moravian wines, organized by the Commercial Counsellor K. Sulek in cooperation with Moravian wine producers of the Czech Republic. The event was intended for the Korean importer and distributors of wine, which was introduced by five wineries from Moravian province. Korean customers will be able to taste quality wines from Templar cellars Čejkovice, the Chateau Bzenec Winery, ZD Sedlec, Sonberk Winery and Winery Marinčák. Ambassador T. Husák has also attended the presentation.

