A Cheann Comhairle, a Theachtaí Dála, a Sheanadóirí agus a dhaoine uaisle
Vážené dámy, vážení pánové, milí přátelé,

Following the magnanimous consent of the Oireachtas to the offer by Art for Amnesty on behalf of Amnesty International, we are gathered here to unveil the bronze bust of Václav Havel. In this act we commemorate and pay respect to this outstanding Czech statesman and committed, yet questioning European. We remind ourselves and others in Ireland and the Czech Republic - of his creative life and plentiful work dedicated to freedom, democracy, human rights, public service and the arts. 

Brandishing his articulate and courageous voice and responsible pen, independent thinking, moral ethos and pursuit of truth, Václav Havel steadfastly and breathlessly fought for freedom and democracy and for the protection of human rights in his homeland, in Europe and in many other countries around the world. Seamus Heaney captured it best in 2003 in Dublin at the presentation of the inaugural ´Ambassador of Conscience Award´ to Václav Havel: “Havel is the Athenian of our times, one for whom principles and affections were sacrosanct, one who, like Antigone, refused to betray a personal sense of transcendent right and whose integrity thereby served the res publica more vitally and effectively than any plot or party.”
Havel was one of the first Spokesmen for Charter 77 and a leading figure of the Velvet Revolution of 1989. For the following 14 years he devoted his best abilities and energy to the highest national public service - as the last President of Czechoslovakia and the first President of the Czech Republic. He was a writer and dramatist for whom the greatest writers of the 20th century were Samuel Beckett – “a deity in the heavens of spirit” as Havel called him in his letter to Beckett in 1983 and Franz Kafka. 
Privileged by my position, I -  on behalf of the Czech Republic - express profound appreciation to the Oireachtas for honouring Václav Havel by placing his bust in Leinster House thus becoming the second national parliament – after the U. S. Congress - to do so - and by giving it this prominent spot. He admired, as he stated in Dublin in 1996 during the state dinner in his honour, “the stable, never-ebbing potential of thoughts, ideas and goodwill that the Irish have been exporting for centuries both to Europe and across the world”.
Furthermore, I would like to deeply thank Ceann Comhairle Seán Barrett T.D. for most kindly hosting this festive event. 
I want to voice special thanks to a few individuals present here – to Bill Shipsey for conceiving and spearheading the whole initiative and to Marie Šeborová for her wonderful sculptural mastery. 
And I would like to recognise also the Czech community in Ireland and the Irish community in the Czechlands and to thank those members present and many others for generosity in covering most of the expanses involved - through a fundraising project nicely put together by Beta Bajgartová.
Havel saw three fundamental bonds between Ireland and the Czechlands – first, the Celtic past; second, the many long centuries when both small nations were compelled repeatedly to ascertain their identity and to fight for their place in the sun in environments dominated by large neighbours; and third, the important role of culture in history when a commitment to culture means a keen sensitivity to the general affairs of our world and a heightened perception of the dangers that threaten it. From now on there will be the fourth bond – this bust of Václav Havel.
Míle buíochas libh as cluas le héisteacht a thabhairt dom. 
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