Speech of H.E. Mr. Jan Hamáček, Speaker of the House of Deputies of the Parliament of the Czech Republic, at the Parliament of the Republic of Macedonia
(Skopje,  December 4, 2015)

Distinguished Mr. President of the Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia,

Distinguished Ladies MPs,

Distinguished Gentlemen MPs,

Distinguished (Gentlemen ministers and) representatives of the Government of the Republic of Macedonia,

My dear Macedonian friends,

Ladies and gentlemen,


It was a great honour to accept the invitation extended by President Veljanoski to address the highest-level institution, the Assembly of Macedonia. These are turbulent times and thus I highly appreciate the opportunity to meet with you now and say a few words.
The Czech Republic is a member of the informal group of countries within the EU, Friends of Macedonia, trying hard to prevent the prolongation of your path towards the EU.

The Union that you will join will most certainly differ greatly from the present one. The current development of Europe and beyond suggests that the image of the EU may undergo significant changes. But as of yet, no one knows what specific changes might occur and when they might take place.

All Czech Governments (former and present) have and still view the Western Balkans as an area included in Czech priority interests. Macedonia is part of this region and its role here is not a small one. Without you, Europe would not be complete. But most important of all – you know this region well, this is your home and you can offer advice on many issues. This is your greatest strength and we would like to make use of it.

The peoples of the Balkans are very similar to the Czechs, and even 25 years after the breakup of the devastatingly beautiful and internationally influential Yugoslavia, I myself do not conceal my regret that it had to happen in such a gory manner. Fortunately, back then your country avoided the war, but some of the consequences of the disintegration of Yugoslavia are still resonating today.

You should not be disturbed that after being a candidate country for 10 years, you still have not begun the accession negotiations. It is unusual, that is true. But that is the EU– each round of enlargement is different, each round is a distinctive one. Your northern neighbour, Serbia, could write books about this issue. And we could too because the EU accepted 10 new member states, including the Czech Republic during the "Great EU enlargement" of 2004. It was for the first time in the history of the EU that citizens from 8 out of the 10 new member-states did not obtain the right to work freely in all EU countries immediately. Our citizens were granted this right 7 years later – i.e. in 2011.


But I am not here to preach. Macedonia is your country, and you are held accountable for it. You know as well as I do, that internal political turmoil and instabilities, especially those which resemble interethnic disputes, are just prolonging your path towards Europe. If your interior affairs require the involvement of a European institution and that involvement is not the first, it really does not bring prestige to your country, to put it mildly. You are well aware that the main burden of obtaining EU membership falls on you, but there are factors you cannot influence.


Allow me to share a practical experience. The EU membership requires development of regional cooperation, especially stable and productive neighbourly relations. I know that you have given this benchmark a great priority in your foreign policy, and that is a good thing. 

In the early 1990s – a time when the war in Yugoslavia started –we managed to create an informal group in Central Europe named the Visegrad Group. Today it is known as the V4, because it brings together four countries – Poland, Hungary, the Czech Republic and Slovakia. The group was created primarily for the exchange of ideas for EU membership, and upon fulfilling this goal it became a prestigious international forum for debates on important issues of the Union, for example the EU budget.


The Visegrad group relates its experience to the Western Balkans countries and attempts to establish closer cooperation between the two regions. In this context, an important result of the activities carried out by the V4 was the agreement to establish a Western Balkan Fund in Prague, based on the Czech initiative, recently signed by all the Western Balkans countries. 

The Czech Republic currently holds the presidency of the V4 and again I would like to avail myself of this opportunity to emphasize that the Visegrad group fully supports the integration of the Western Balkans in the EU. The peace and tranquillity of the Western Balkans as well as the economic development of this region are intertwined with the security and prosperity of Central Europe.

Speaking of Visegrad group, I would also like to mention the refugee crisis. This problem presents a great burden for your country as well and I would like to underline that despite all the difficulties you are handling it with dignity. You are currently in a bizarre situation, similar to that in Serbia; since even though you are not an EU member state, refugees transiting from one member state to another pass through your country. The Czech Republic invests its efforts to provide humanitarian assistance to Macedonia, although we know that our support is more of an expression of moral and political solidarity, rather than considerable assistance in overcoming the situation. But the help is specific and given in timely manner.


It is clear that Europe and the European Union were not prepared for the refugee crisis. The initial attempts by Brussels have centred on mandatory quotas and setting a permanent mechanism of "assigning" certain numbers of refugees to member states. This approach could not be accepted among the V4 countries.


This naturally does not mean that we are not expressing our solidarity or that we are not prepared to help. Quite the contrary. We are trying to provide practical help, as you can see for yourselves in Macedonia. The Czech Republic supports finding a complex solution to the migrant crisis. We demand strengthening of the common system of protection at the external borders of the Schengen zone. We will cooperate within the joint European solution with those countries that are mostly affected by the pressures of the migrant crisis. Hence it is clear that such a solution must involve Western Balkans countries, including the Republic of Macedonia.

The refugee crisis has further been complicated by the brutal attacks carried out by the Islamic State organization – whether it is a Russian civilian aircraft, the Paris massacres or the attack on a hotel in Mali. These vicious terrorist activities will likely have significant influence on the further development of the international life as a whole, not only in Europe, but also in the Middle East. There is a risk of increasing Islamophobia, and expanding the fears of the European public from the refugees, who are mostly Muslims. All of these issues require new solutions, new approaches and new measures.


Distinguished ladies and gentlemen,

I am here now completely aware that I am addressing the parliament of a country that will in time become a member of the European Union. You will be our partner in the EU and I believe you will be a significant one at that. I am positive we will succeed in taking advantage of the numerous mutual relations from the past, present and the future. The time has come to begin with the implementation of this cooperation and I am glad that we are already making successful practical steps in that direction.

Finally, allow me to wish your country, and all of you, success in solving the internal political problems as fast as possible, peaceful general elections next year, as well as security and peace for all the citizens of the Republic of Macedonia.

Thank you for your attention.

