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New Czech Ambassador Arrives in Washington
Petr Kolar, the new Czech Ambassador to the United States,

officialy assumed his duties on December 2, 2005. On that
day, Dr. Kolar presented his letter of credentiads to the
President of the United States, George W. Bush.

Ambassador Kolar previously served in Prague as the Deputy
Foreign Minister for Bilateral Relations (2003-05), his postings as
Ambassador in the past include Ireland (1999-03) and Sweden
(1996-98). In the early nineties, he participated in atraining program
at the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars.

The new Ambassador is very aware of the special importance
and high standards of Czech-American relations and plans to further
enhance the already flourishing relationship between both countries.

Minister of Defense Karel Kihnl Tours the USA

uring histhree day visit at
Dthe end of October,

Czech  Minister  of
Defense Karel Kihnl met US
Secretary of Defense Donald
Rumsfeld and Deputy Secretary
of State Robert Zoellick, visited
the Texas National Guard in San
Antonio, decorated local officers
and compatriots, and took partin
a flag-raising ceremony a the
NATO headquarters in Norfolk,
VA.

Minister Kihnl started his
visit in San Antonio, TX. At the
Lackland air base, he decorated
two officers of the Texas
National Guard for their
contribution to the 12-year-long
cooperation between the Czech
Army and the National Guard.

“It seemed impossible
just a few years ago, but
today Czech
soldiers operate
alongside US
soldiers all around the
world,” said one of the
decorated officers
William Meehan.

Minister ~ Kuhnl — also
bestowed medals upon Mr. and
Mrs. Biskup, Czech compatriots
from San Antonio, who have
been for years supporting Czech
students coming to local military
schools to improve their
language skills. As one of the
Czech students noted: “Mr.
Biskup is aguardian angel, tutor
and a father to the Czech

CESKA

REPURBL KA

SR PREBAFRRAEREE RS

Czech Minister of Defense Karel Kihnl is welcomed in San Antonio, TX.

students here.”

Late in the evening of the
first day of his visit, Mr. Kihnl
left Texas and flew to Virginia.
The next morning, he toured
NATO's Allied Command
Transformation, located within
the Norfolk naval base. After
being greeted by the Chief of
Staff, Lt-Gen J.O. Michel
Maisonneuve, the Czech
Defense Minister took part in a
flag-raising ceremony on the
occasion of the Czech
Independence Day. Kihnl aso
delivered a short address, in
which he emphasized the
democratic traditions of the
Czech Republic, pointed out the
importance of NATO reform
and the role of the Czech Army
within the Alliance: “We are
determined to do everything we
can to defend and nurture our

membership in NATO,” the
Minister said.

“We fully support
NATQO'’s transformation,
which was brought about
by changing world
events and new threats.
The challenges are
fierce, and so must we
be,” stated the Minister.

The role of the Czech
Republic within the Alliance
was appreciated, after all, in the
opening remarks of Lt-Gen
Maisonneuve: “The Czech
Republic has proven to be a
full-fledged member of NATO,
pulling its weight and contribut-
ing to global peace and
prosperity.” At the close of the

(Continued on page 5)
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Message from the Ambassador

ear Friends,
D Let me introduce myself

for the first time through
our Embassy’s “media outlet.”
My name is Petr Kolar, and |
recently arrived in Washington
to serve asthe Czech Republic’s
Ambassador to the United
States. As you can read on the
cover page, | felt priviledged to
be able to hand over my
credentials to President George
W. Bush on December 2,
thus becoming a full-fledged
Ambassador capable of per-
forming my dutiesin an officia
manner.

Allow me to sincerely
thank my predecessor and
friend, Martin Palous, for al he
has done during his tenure as
Czech Ambassador to the US. |
am certain that he has become
quite famous in Washington for
his personal charm and his
passion in advocating issues of
importance, such as democracy
and human rights. His achieve-
ments in fostering Czech-

American bilateral relations are
numerous, and the result is a
remarkably successful and well
functioning alliance between the
Czech Republic and the United
States. | certainly wish Martin
Palous al the best in his future
endeavors and good luck on
whatever his next mission will
be.

During my first month in
the US, | familiarized myself
with my agenda and | aso had
the opportunity to meet many
US citizens (including senior
government officials), Czechs
living in this country as well as
Czech-Americans who found
their second homeland in
America. Having observed the
current state of relations
between our two countries, |
have a strong feeling that there
is one aspect that till needs to
be addressed. We have to build
on the already excelent rela
tions of the US and the Czech
Republic by extending people-to
people contacts between the cit-

Fhoto courtesy of Tomas Sedlacek

Ambassador Kolar stands with his wife Jaroslava and son Adam in
front of his new residence in Washington, DC

izens of our countries. This is
the best way, in my view, to get
to know each other and make
the relationship realy “person
a.” | find this task rather
challenging. Therefore, | am
looking forward to pursuing it
as vigoroudly as | can. In addi-
tion to this, | will do my best to
further enhance the relations
between our countries and work
hard for deeper transatlantic
relations. | appreciate any assis
stance as well as suggestions

that you might have. Last but

not least, let me wish you a

Merry Christmas and good luck,
strong health and prosperity in
the New Year.

Very truly yours,

Petr Kolar

President Bush Comments on Czech-US Relations

.S. President George W.
' ' Bush accepted the Letter
of Credence and official-
ly recognized Dr. Petr Kolar as
Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the Czech
Republic to the United States of
America. Inhisletter, sent to the
new Ambassador, he described
the current relations between the
two countries as excellent.
President George W. Bush
also mentioned the successful
transition of Czech society to a
democracy and a market
economy.
“In 1989, the Czech
Republic reclaimed its independ-

ence and took its first steps
down the long road of palitical,
dtrategic, and economic trans-
tion. Today, a short sixteen years
later, the Czech Republic's
transition to democracy and afree
market economy stands as an
example to the world,” wrote
President Bush at the beginning
of hisletter.

In regards to Czech foreign
policy, President Bush acknowl-
edged the Czech Republic
favoring a strong transatlantic
relationship, bringing “Europe
and the United States closer
together.” He aso stated that
“the United States has been

pleased to watch the Czech
Republic emerge as a leader in
support of other nations quest
for freedom and prosperity.”

In this respect, the President
appreciated the Czech
Republic’'s pledge to re-deploy
its troops in Afghanistan and
also its long-term commitment
to support forces of freedom in
Cuba. “The Czech Republic has
demonstrated courage and
resolve in its noteworthy efforts
to support the Cuban people’s
dream of living one day in afree
and prosperous Cuba,” wrote
President Bush.

In his concluding remarks,

President Bush commented on
the Czech-American relation-
ship: “The United States is
proud to call the Czech Republic
a friend,” wrote the President
and added that “history and
shared values are powerful
forces bringing Czechs and
Americans together.

Fhato cowrtesy of Pelr Tmowek

Meet the New Czech Ambassador

etr Kolar, the new Czech
PAmbas&ador to the United
States, officially assumed

his duties on December 2, 2005.
Dr. Kolar holds a degree
from Charles University, Faculty
of Arts, in Research, Library
Science and  Ethnography
(graduated in 1986). In 1991, he
participated in a postgraduate
program at the Woodrow Wilson
Internationa Center, Washington,
DC. During the following year,
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he attended the Institute of
Historical Research at the
University of London.

He started his diplomatic
career as Director of the
Department for Czechs living
abroad and Nongovernmental
Relations (1993-95), carried on
as Director of “Eastern &
Southern Europe Territorial
Department” and Foreign Policy
Adviser to the Foreign Minister
(1995-96). In 1996, Mr. Kolar
was appointed Ambassador of

the Czech Republic to Sweden
(until 1998). Upon his return
from Sweden, he became
Adviser for the European
Integration and the Balkans to
Vaclav Havel, President of the
Czech Republic (1998-99).
Between 1999 and 2003, Petr
Kolar served as Czech
Ambassador to the Republic of
Ireland. In September 2003, Dr.
Kolar became Deputy Minister
of Foreign Affairs for Bilatera
Relations. He remained at that

position until October 2005. In
November 2005, he arrived in
Washington, DC, to serve as
Ambassador to the USA.

Petr Kolar was born on
September 27, 1962, in Ceske
Budejovice, Czech Republic. He
is married to Jaroslava Kolarova
(Bendova), they have two sons—
Ondrgl (born 1984) and Adam
(born 1990). His hobbiesinclude
international politics, sports,
literature, history and fine arts.



ulgent | N8

Czech and Slovak Freedom Lecture

Lecture Delivered by Ambassador Palous

Slovak Freedom Lecture at

the Woodrow  Wilson
I nternational Center in
Washington, DC, was delivered
by the outgoing Czech
Ambassador Martin  Palous.

In his speech, entitled
“Czech — U.S. Relationship at
the Beginning of the 218t
Century,” Ambassador Palous
highlighted the role of the
United States and the assistance
extended by the US to the
Czechs and other central
European nations on their way
towards democracy. Dr. Palous
also caled upon the Czech
Republic to continue being an
active player in today’s global
struggle for freedom.

Martin Palous acknowl-
edged the support and participa
tion of the Friends of Slovakia,
American Friends of the Czech
Republic, and the Wilson
Center, in organizing the lecture
and inviting him to deliver his
remarks. He declared thisinvita-
tion to be an honor to speak after
such distinguished personalities
as Michael Novak in 2000,
Madeleine Albright in 2001,
Adam Michnik in 2002, Vaclav
Klaus in 2003 and Timothy
Garton Ash in 2004. He outlined
the topic of his speech, saying
that as an outgoing Ambassador
he would like to offer some
thoughts concerning the nature
and current state of the Czech-
U.S. relationship.

Recalling the fall of the
communist regime and the
beginning of the 1990s in
Czechoslovakia, Ambassador
Palous reminded that the
immediate goals of the newly
liberated country wereto “rejoin
the West and to return to
mainstream European civiliza-
tion.” The country had to “rein-
tegrate as soon as possible into
the international institutions and
arrangements capable of provid-
ing us with the necessary securi-
ty guarantees’ and to “define
and pursue our own “nationa
interests’ not with a kind of
parochial, self-defensive point
of view driven by the endemic
inferiority complex of a small
nation, but with a broad, gener-
ous and worldly perspective that
can be shared with all other free-
dom-loving peoples.”

In this respect, the renewed

The 6th Annua Czech and

relationship with the United
States was, according to Palous,
one of the highest priorities.

“If freedom was what we
wanted, the United States was
expected to resume, alongside
the democratic countries of
Europe, the role of our major
strategic  aly,” said the
Ambassador and noted that
while reviewing the years of
transition from 1989 up to
today’s 16 th Anniversary of the
Velvet Revolution “the United
States indeed has honored fully
its commitments to helping us
return to the family of European
democracies, ...and played an
indispensable role in spreading
and securing the idea of freedom
in our part of the European
continent.”

Turning his attention to
current affairs, Dr. Palous
expressed his confidence in
what he caled a “flourishing
relationship” between the Czech
Republic and the United States.

“There is no doubt that
the relationship between
the Czech Republic - a
NATO member since
1999 and a member
state of the EU since
2004 - and the United
States is stronger than
ever before,” Dr. Palous
stated.

He continued, “It is evident by
the figures indicating the trends
in bilateral economic coopera
tion and ties between our armed
forces. The same can be proven
if we focus on culture, educa
tion, tourism, and if we highlight
the cooperation between our
cities and regions or comment
on the unprecedented level of
informal communications
between the ordinary citizens of
our countries.”

At the same time, however,
the Ambassador pointed to
important differences between
the two countries, which derive
from the historical context: “We
must not disregard the funda
mental reality that this relation
shipisasymmetrical ... and take
into consideration that the
American and Czech perspec-
tives are, and must be by
definition different than the
‘democracy in America which
Tocqueville found so fascinating

Ambassador Palous speaks at
the Embassy during
Czech Independence Day on
October 28, 2005

and analyzed with il
unmatched insight and clarity,
and ‘democracy in the Czech
Republic’ are two different vari-
eties of one and the same
species. The ‘national interests
of the only remaining global
superpower and of a small
Central European state simply
cannot be identical,” said the
Ambassador and reminded that
these differences must be
understood in order to keep the
Czech-American relationship
strong in the future.

Martin Palous aso noted
that between 1989 and today,
there has been adramatic shift in
the political reality not only in
the Czech Republic, but aso in
the world. “The whole world is
changing, and also therole of the
United States, which is being
tested and reconsidered in our
current turbulent times. Being
asked where the whole of
mankind is heading, confronted
with so many challenges of
globalization, exposed to all
sorts of new, unexpected and
unprecedented threats, the only
honest answer we can offer is
that we do not know,” the
Ambassador said.

The current state of affairs,
according to Palous, calls for us
to overcome current differences
on both sides of the Atlantic, in
order to face the common
challenges. “Is not the anti-
Americanism, so fashionable
today in many parts of Europe,
or the contempt and indifference
for anything European here in
the United States, just a symp-
tom of resignation for our com-
mon responsibility, amark of our
spiritual laziness and of our

(Continued on page 4)
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News Brief

Topolanek to lea
the Prague ticket
ODS in 2006 elect

Mirek Topolanek, ¢
man of the oppos
Civic Democrats (O
will lead the party ball
Prague during the ge
election in June
Second position goe
Jan Buergemeister,

was also re-elected as
head of the Prague (
chapter.

Klaus most
trustworthy politic
according to al
October poll

President Vaclav
enjoys the trust of
Czech society with a
two-thirds of citizensb
satisfied with him.
politicians of the r
Social Democrats (!
assumed second to
places. Roughly one ha
the population t
Culture Minister Vitez
Jandak and Prime Mi
Jiri Paroubek. The le
of the strongest oppos
party, the Civic Democ
Party (ODS),
Topolanek, ranked as
eigth public person
with trust voiced by 29
cent of Czechs. Trus
Christian Democrat le
Miroslav Kalousek
from 20 to 24 perc
while his predecessor
Svoboda is trusted
almost one-third of Cze

Unknown perso
threatens to sho

Police confirmed tha
anonymous person
threatened For
Minister Cyril Svok
and his family to s
them dead unless Svo
stops pushing throug
tough stance towards C
The Czech Republic t
tionally asserts a s
course against the Ci
totalitarian regime of
Castro and Czech-C
relations have been tel
the long term.
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h government to
ntensify fight
jainst terrorism

Czech government
oved an  updated
er-terrorism plan that
0Ses increasing the

xs of intelligence
es, posting police
at Czech

ully protecting car-
containing dangerous
ial. The plan should
plemented over the
0 years.

avel says that
people in
ost-communist

€ in post-communist
5 will sooner or later
or changes as they will
lerate the interconnec-
of politica and finan
elites that replaced
unist regimes in the
1990s, former Vaclav
| said at the forum of
lub of Madrid confer-
in Prague. “I don't
any revolution to
place in the Czech
blic, but sooner or
this call for change
anifest itself in the
ons,” Havel said.

adrid in Prague

er U.S. President Bill
on attended the con-
ce of the Club of
id, held in Prague in
amber. Clinton partici-
in the debate, which
ighted the role of the
administration and
nship as central pil-
n the transformation
mocracy. Clinton told
ers after the forum
Jemocracy is a never-
g process that needs a
ant commitment since
challenges constantly
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Thousands Celebrate
16th Anniversary of the
Velvet Revolution

n November 17, 2005,
OCzechs celebrated 16

years of  freedom.
Citizens and officials alike came
to lay flowers and candles on
Narodni street, and thousands of
people gathered in front of the
seat of the Czech Communist
party for remembrance of the
crimes of the past regime.

It has been 16 years, since
the brutal police attack against
demonstrating  students on
November 17, 1989, which
sparked mass protests that led to
the fall of Czechoslovakia's
communist regime. Until today,
many Czechs come to the place
where it al began and recall this
important moment in Czech
history.

The crowd of citizens who
gathered by the memoria on

Narodni street saw several sen-
ior officials and other leaders.
President Vaclav Klaus, former
President Vaclav Havel, Senate
Chairman Premysl Sobotka,
Prime Minister Jiri Paroubek,
Prague Mayor Pavel Bem and
several otherslaid flowers at the
site, where students were
attacked. Most of them also
stressed the importance of
remembering the events.
President Klaus described the
November 17, 1989, as a “key
moment” in Czech history and
ex-president Havel told
reporters that it is important to
remember the history in order to
prevent certain things to happen
in the future.

Several thousand people,
mostly students, also gathered
for a political happening, which

November 24,1989 - The Nation
Unites in Protest
should have drawn attention to
the crimes committed by the
communist regime and warn of
the danger of the totalitarian
ideologies. Participants con-
nected the current seat of the
Czech communist party with
the past seat of the German
secret police during the Nazi
occupation with chain of people
with lighted candles. Students
wanted to draw the link
between the symbols of two
totalitarian regimes, which hurt
the nation the most in the recent

century.

Czech and Slovak Freedom Lecture continued...

(Continued from page 3)
inability or even unwillingness
to think and to act as true heirs
of our Western civilization?’
asked the Ambassador.

The evolution of the world
had aso posed a different ques-
tion for the Czech Republic
today than sixteen years ago.
“The question is not whether we
are able to build and sustain al
the ingtitutions in which and
through which such a society is
capable of existing. The answer
to this question is a clear yes.
We made it, and we are now a
part of the West. The questions
that now need to be considered
are. What is our role in the
changing world of today? How
can we efficiently protect the
freedom we have miraculously
regained sixteen years ago, side
by side with our new allies?
What are our ‘national interests
in this new situation and what
means should we choose for
their redlization?’

In response to his rhetoric
guestions, the Ambassador
recaled a speech by President
Vaclav Havel before the joint
session of the U.S. Congress in
February of 1990, in which he
said that there was only one
thing that we could offer for all
the support and assistance and
that is our experience with the
totalitarian enslavement and

eventualy the knowledge that
has come out of it. To this end,
according to Palous, the Czech
Republic should be working
today in the world. “It is our
Masarykian/Wilsonian idealism
that makes us an active player in
today’'s world struggle for
democracy and against al, new
or old, enemies of our Western
freedom,” said Palous and added
that this is the reason “why the
Czech Republic, remindful of
her own past, actively supports
the dissidents and the human
rights activists in Burma,
Belarus, China, Cuba and any-
where elsein the world.”

The Czech Republic
should “actively
disseminate the ideals of
our Velvet Revolution of
1989 ... in order to assist
effectively those who still
have to struggle for their
freedom, for democracy
and the respect for
human rights in their
countries,” said
Ambassador Palous,

but reminded that it is “barely
possible without an active par-
ticipation of the United States.”
Therefore the Czech Republic,
advised by its own experience,
supports the United States in

being a strong world leader and
“simply cannot afford to be
given a choice to side with
Europe or with America.”

“We need them to work
together to defend freedom
against all the threats, old or
new, emerging in our increas-
ingly and more globalized
world.

We need a pro-American
Europe, and a pro-
European United States.
We need both of them as
close allies ...

We need both to be aware of our
common roots in  one
European/Western civilization,
both being in the position of its
equal heirsin the beginning of a
new era coming in the 21> cen-
tury, the heirs understanding and
capable of protecting by their
words and concerted actions its
legacies ... this is the basic
objective in which the ‘New
Europe’ of postcommunist
countries liberated sixteen years
ago must speak up and stand for
today,” said Palous reminding of
the historical experience of the
countries which lost their
freedom.

Full transcript of the lectureis
available at:
http://www.wilsoncenter.org.

Fhato cowrtesy of Jan Nk
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Czechs and
Slovaks Agree
on Establishing

an EU
Battle-Group

he Czech Republic will

establish and command a

combat unit in the frame-
work of European Battle-
Groups concept with Slovakia,
Defense Minister Karel Kuhnl
said after a recent National
Security Council mesting.

Three-quarters of the 1,500
members will be Czechs and the
rest will be Slovaks. The Czech
Republic will be the smallest
country to command a EU com-
bat unit.

EU member states agreed
in November 2004 that they will
form 13 Battle-Groups that will
be used for peacekeeping mis-
sions, disarmament operations
and humanitarian and rescue
operations. The units will oper-
ate under the auspices of the EU.

Czech Firms
Spend More on
Science than the

Government

zech companies spend
Cmore on science and

research than the govern-
ment, the EU’s statistical office
Eurostat said, citing data for
2003-4.

The Czech Republic spends
1.28 percent of its GDP on sci-
ence and research, which is
about CZK 34 hillion yearly.
Companies make up 51.5 per-
cent of the sum, the most among
the ten EU newcomers after
Slovenia. In comparison, Slovak
investment in science fell to 0.53
percent of GDP by 2004, with
companies making up 45 per-
cent.

In 2004, al 25 EU member
countries spent almost EUR 200
billion on science. The amount
dipped to 1.9 percent of GDP
from 1.92 percent in 2003. This
means the EU is dill very far
from its goal to raise the share to
3 percent of GDP by 2010. Japan
spent 3.15 percent of GDP on
science in 2003, and the USA
spent 2.59 percent. China could
catch up with Europe in four or
five years with the current pace.

Minister of Defense Karel

Kuhnl Tours the USA continued...

Fhow couriesy of Pelr Jmowek

e LT TV

Minister of Defense Karel Kuhnl (right) meets US Secretary of Defense
Donald Rumsfeld (left), while Ambassador Martin Palous and Brigadier
General Jan Petras stand in the background.

(Continued from page 1)
ceremony, the U.S. Atlantic
Fleet Band played “Skoda
Lasky” in tribute to the Czech
Republic. While in Norfolk,
Minister Kuhnl also visited the
aircraft carrier USS Truman.
The last day of Kihnl's
visit was filled with important
bilateral meetings at the US
Capitol. After breakfast with the
Czech Ambassador early in the
morning, the Minister of
Defense left for the State
Department for a meeting with
Deputy Secretary of State
Robert Zoellick. In the early
afternoon, Minister Kihnl met
with Secretary of Defense
Donald Rumsfeld. In both
meetings, Kuihnl and his
partners discussed the future
involvement of Czech military
forces in missions around the

world. The Czech Minister of
Defense offered deployment of
the elite 601 (Specia Forces)
Unit to Afghanistan during next
year.
The US side, in return,
pledged future support for
finding acceptable market
opportunities for a unique radar
system, Vera, which is manufac-
tured in the Czech Republic and
currently being tested by the US
military. Apart from military
affairs, the issue of visas for
Czech visitors to the United
States was also discussed.
After the meeting with
Secretary Rumsfeld, which
highlighted his trip to the US,
Minister Kihnl left for the
Czech Republic, where he took
part in the celebration of
October 28, Czech Independence

Day.

Senate Supports Military
Missions Abroad

plan for increased Czech

military presencein foreign
missionsin 2006 and Czech par-
ticipation in the NATO
Response Force. The numbers of
Czech troops operating in the
largest Czech mission in Kosovo
should remain at 560 soldiers.
Czechs guard the Kosovo-
Serbian border, protect ethnic
minorities against the threat of
attacks by extremist groups and
keep order in the area. In Bosnia
and Herzegovina, 85 Czechs
participated in the EUFOR in
the light infantry unit and the
helicopter unit since mid-2005,

The Senate approved the

while next year their number
should rise to 100. Czechs will
also continue to serve in
Afghanistan. There are 15
experts to clear mines and 40
troops work in a reconstruction
team. In 2006, up to 150 Czech
soldiers should operate in
Afghanistan. About 100 Czech
troops are currently deployed in
Irag and the same number
should remain there next year.
Up to 320 Czechs troops should
be involved in the NATO
Response Force and 50 Czechs
could participate in the U.N.
peacekeeping operations next
yedr.

News Brief

Biometric Data
New Passport

The Czech Republic
soon introduce pass
with a digital photo
fingerprint of the hc
Digital photos
appear in Czech pass
during 2006 and fi
prints probably by
2008. The new rules
to new passports. T
oneswill remain valio

last  year.
improved safety sta
are also a conditio
USA has set for its dex
on whether to lift
requirements for Czec

President Klal
confirms Mladek
Agriculture Minis

Fhato cowrtesy of Felr Janowsek

Czech President V
Klaus appointed
Mladek, a
Democratic ~ MP,
Agriculture Mi
Mladek replaced
Zgarba, who stepped
because of a scandal
sale of land to specul
The government’s
Fund, chaired by Zg
allowed speculators t
hands on lucrative
which can bring them
ings worth more than
2 billion. Mladek saic
lier his goal was to re
the Land Fund bodié:
to adopt measures pre
ing similar questio
land transfers.
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ator of electron
Croscopes wins
2005 Czech
Head award

Delong, 80, who
among the most
ned Czech scientists
inventor of electron
pes, received the
al award Czech Head
a hlava) 2005 for the
zech scientists. The
so awarded chemist

Michl for his
pts to create electron-
ponents of organic

, who developed a
eneration of antitu-
medicines.

resident Barroso
meets
esident Klaus

ean Commission
lent Jose Barroso met
Czech President
Klaus during his
in Prague to discuss
iews on the future of
uropean integration,
ing their positions on
uropean constitution,
ly rejected by the
and Dutch referen-
laus welcomed the
ean Commission’s
information strategy
“Plan D", standing
ialogue, democracy
ebate, which Barroso
to present in the
Republic. Klaussaid
mly believed that the
ission’s intention to
out a deeper dia-
as a reaction to the
ion of the EU consti-
by two countries,
enuine. Barroso stat-
the EU would not
a constitution in the
future, although he
es that the EU consti-
is not ideal, but still
solution to rela
ithin the EU.

AIPES Program
14th Season in Prague

he Fund for American
TStudies, Georgetown

University and Charles
University in Prague are current-
ly inviting prospective students
to apply for the well-established
academic program of the
American Ingtitute on Political
and Economic Systems (AIPES),
to be held in Prague in July
2006.

AIPES was created in 1993
and is intended for university
students who want to study the
political, economic and cultural
concepts that are essential to the
functioning of a democratic
society. The Institute brings
together students from Centra
and Eastern Europe, United
States and Western Europe, pro-
viding a unique educational
environment with over 100 stu-
dents from more than 25 coun-
tries.

The future participants of
the program will attend classes
for three weeks, participate in a
parliamentary simulation, listen
to prominent speakers, and
attend special events designed to
engage them in an educational,
cultural and social exchange.

The curriculum is fast
paced and intensely packed with
daily activities. In addition to
what participants learn during
the classes and other academic
activities they will be sure to
enjoy Prague’'s and Czech

i
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A View of Prague, Czech Republic

Republic’'s many historical
points of interest, theatrical and
musical performances, and mag-
nificent architecture. Classes are
held in the Faculty of Socid
Science Building in the center of
Prague, only a stone-throw from
the busy Wencedlas and the his-
torical Old Town Squares.
Moreover, throughout the pro-
gram, The Fund for American
Studies organizes social activi-
ties for the participants, includ-
ing happy hours, a pool party
and sporting events.

AIPES is dready a well-
established academic program
with over a decade-long tradi-
tion. The core interdisciplinary
course in Political Economy,
dealing with American political
and economic systems of organ-
ization, is taught by economics
and public policy experts,
journalists who cover business
and finance, Czech government

and European Union officias,
and corporate |leaders. Among
notable guest lecturers and com-
mencement speakers are severa
distinguished political figures
and heads of states. Past speakers
have included current president
of the Czech Republic Vaclav
Klaus, Prime Minister of
Hungary Viktor Orban, ex-presi-
dent of Poland Lech Walesa,
president of Lithuania Vadas
Adamkus, and several others.
Students who are accepted
may receive scholarship assis-
tance and both graduate and
undergraduate credit is available
from Georgetown University for
students attending the program.
Prospective students are encour-
aged to apply online before the
early decision deadline of
January 31, 2006. More informa-
tion about the program can be
found at the program website at
www.tfasinternational .org.
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New Honorary Consulate in the Boston Area

n September 17, a new
OHonorary Consulate of

the Czech Republic
opened in Wellesley, MA.
Professor Igor Lukes has been
appointed as the Honorary
Consul. Professor Lukes, born
in Prague, Czechoslovakia in
1950, studied philosophy at
Charles University, where he
also received his doctorate
(PhDr.). In 1985, he obtained his
PhD. in International Relations
at the Fletcher School of Law
and Diplomacy at Tufts
University. Since 1988, he has
served as a professor of history
and international relations at
Boston University. He has writ-
ten numerous publications.

The jurisdiction of his office
covers the teritory  of
Massachusetts, New Hampshire,
and Maine.

Igor Lukes

Office hours:
Tuesday and Thursday
9am.to 3 p.m.
Address: Honorary Consulate of
the Czech Republic, 28 Howe
Street, Welledey, MA 02482
Phone: 1-617-358-1776
Fax: 1-617-353-5084
E-mail:
boston@honorary.mzv.cz

Photo courtesy of Bostom Urdversity

Please note: There are severd
minor changes at three other
honorary consulates in the west
coast and the southwest of the
United States:

San Francisco, CA

New address; 500 Sansome &,
8th Floor, San Francisco, CA
4111

Phone: 1-415-772-9603

Fax: 1-415-772-9670,

E-mail:
pivnickacgcz@earthlink.net

HK Portland, OR
New E-mail address:
cz_consul_pdx@joimail.com

Houston, TX
New E-mail address:



Composer Karel Husa 85th Birthday in 2006

uring the 2005-06 and
D2006—07 seasons, orches
tras, conductors, chamber
ensembles and soloists world-
wide will celebrate the 85t
Birthday of Czech-American
composer Karel Husa. The
award-winning conhposer/con-
ductor enters his 85 year with
“too many commissions to
complete” and a true joy-of-life
spirit as he continues to travel
the world.
Born in Prague on August
7, 1921, Kardl Husa's life has
geographically followed a
course dictated by others.
Narrowly escaping forced labor
in German factory in 1941, he
continued studies at the Prague
Conservatory until the final year
of the war when all classes were
suspended until Allied liberation
in 1945. In 1946 he traveled to
Paris, honing his composition
and conducting skills with the
French masters of the day and
earning accolades (both as com-
poser and conductor) from the

international press. In 1949, the
communist government of
Czechoslovakia rescinded his
passport, making him a man
without a country. In 1953 he
conducted the first european
recording of Bartok’'s The
Miraculous Mandarin. In 1954,
famed American musicologist
Donald Grout invited Karel
Husa to America. Cornell
University granted him tenure
and he remained there nearly 40
years. In the ensuing years,
Kard Husa was awarded the
Pulitzer Prize in Music (Third
String Quartet), the
Grawemeyer Award (Cello
Concerto), the Friedheim Award
(Recollections), and the Sudler
Award (Concerto for Wind
Ensemble), among numerous
other awards and honors. Like
many of his generation, Karel
Husa views America and its
open arms as his home.

The output of Kard Husa
remainsforever exciting, chang-
ing, and challenging. Of the

1987 premiere of his Concerto
for Orchestra (a work the com-
poser believes to be one of his
most important) by the New
York Philharmonic, Musical
America wrote, “This is a work
fervent and luminous...there is
much in this concerto which
recals the intensity of Bartok
and the mystical eloquence of
Mahler...but there is no sense of
the derivative in Husa srhetoric;
his language is persona and
deeply felt.”

With over 50 recordings of
his music to date, the works of
Karel Husa are certainly part of
the musical fabric of our time.

This contribution is cour-
tesy of “ Santon management.”

2006 Czech Course

f you are interested in learn-
I ing the Czech language,
please be advised that a four-
week course in Dobruska
(Czech Republic) will be organ-
ized aso in the summer of 2006.
Eligibility for the course, how-
ever, islimited.

Please note that only those
who actively assist Czech
American organizations and
societies to preserve and

in Dobruska

skills will in the future con-
tribute to the activities of these
societies, are eligible to apply
for the fully covered course.
Therefore, recommenda-
tion from at least one such soci-
ety is required. Please be
advised that very few people are
admitted to the courses as paid
for by the Czech government.
Applicants should decide
before submitting their final

self-payers course, as well. The
deadline for the applications to
reach the Embassy will be the
middle of March 2006. For
more information, feel free to
contact the Cultural Section of
the Czech Embassy in
Washington, D.C. (3900 Spring
of Freedom St NW,
Washington, D.C. 20008, fax
no. 202.966.8540, phone no.
202.274.9127, E-mail:

promote Czech language and  applicationswhether or notthey  broskevic@yahoo.com
culture, and whose language  would like to apply for the
MFA Financial Contribution for 2007

Address:

organizations and societies

of Czechs abroad will be
offered by The Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the Czech
Republic for the year 2007.
According to the rules, the sup-
port will only be provided for
specific projects planned for the
year 2007, for non-investment
expenditures only. The contribu-
tion may not be used to cover
the overhead expenses of the
organization, the rent of its per-
manent seat, salaries of its
employees and assistants, travel
and accommodation costs, etc.
More detailed information,
including the “Rules’ and appli-

Financial assistance to

Ministry of Foreign Affairs in
Prague, Czech Republic

cation forms, will be sent out to
those who will contact the
Cultural Section of the Czech
Embassy in Washington, D.C.

Please note that the success-
ful applicants will receive the
Ministry’s contribution only in
mid-2007.

Embassy of the Czech Republic
3900 Spring of Freedom St., NW
Washington, D.C. 20008
Fax:202.966.8540

Phone: 202.274.9127

E-mail: broskevic@yahoo.com

Please be advised to
EXPress your interest as soon as
possible as the deadline for sub-
mitting the filled-in applications
to the Embassy is March 31,
2006. Unfortunately, forms
received after this deadline will
not be considered. No project
will be accepted without the
Embassy’s statement.

Lulture.

Cultural Eve

For an updated listi
cultural events at the
Embassy, please visit:
WWW.mzv.cz/washin

Business Bu

Czech crown hi
the record

The Czech crown r
beginning of Decem
a record level again
Euro of CZ 28.88. |

Hyundai decides i
coming daysto build
plant in the CR, the
could get another boi

CTS Corporati
invests in the Cz
Republic

American CTS C
ation, a leading d
and producer of el
components for the
motive and electr
industry, intends to i
nearly 22 million d
into building a new f
in the Ostravaregion
Czech Republic. The
pany is to hire mor
160 people here
three years at the |
Production in CTS's
plant should be up an
ning as early as June
“This investment i
Czech Republic will
us to raise our prod
capacity and better
the European m
which at present is
plied mainly from our
in Great Britain,”
mented Ron Béll, Di
of CITS sHENEN
Automotive Oper
“The Czech Republic
second European
after Great Britain,
CTS  Corporation
investinginto constr
of a new facility,”
Rene Samek, direct
the Investment and A
Research  Division
Czechinvest.
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Business Buzz continued...

SAPs largest shared
services center in the
world opens in the
Czech Republic

SAP AG officidly
opened its newest shared serv-
ices center, the SAP Business
Services Center Europe
(BSCE) in Prague. SAP BSCE
provides human resources
(HR) and finance and admin-
istration (F&A) services to
SAP branch offices in the
Europe, Middle East and
Africa (EMEA) region. The
center’s current workforce of
approximately 132 employees
supports 70 countries in 15
different languages.

SAP anadlyzed and evalu-
ated 18 European cities to
determine the best location for
the new BSCE. The company
ultimately chose Prague
because of the city’s highly
skilled and flexible workforce,
advanced telecommunications
and IT infrastructure, cultural
compatibility and stable eco-

nomic
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oducts  part in a meeting of the EU’s
generas 25 education, culture and
the first  youth ministersin Brussels. It
produce  usually takes foreigners 10
on TVs  years to obtain a permanent

mostly residency permit in the Czech
hong's Republic. The Labor Ministry
has launched a pilot project of
luring foreign experts that
cuts the deadline down to two
and a half years.

Parliament approves
the state budget

S brain The Czech Parliament
the EU gave final approva on
S. and  December 7 to the 2006 state
Itisdif-  budget. It callsfor revenues of
other  CZzK 884.4bn, expenditures of
from CZK 958.8bn, and a budget
om our  deficit of CZK 74.4bn.
I mar-  Experts suggested that a more
entirely reliable figure for the deficit is
ure of  thenearly CZK 100bn that the
ence as  government is borrowing esch
ip for  year.
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