Speech on the occasion of the Czech National Day*)
Jiří Brodský
Dear colleagues, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen,
It is for the third time I have the privilege to welcome you to this beautiful house on the occasion of the Czech national day. My wife Hana and I have been looking forward to this occasion and appreciate to see so many colleagues, business partners and friends.

There is a lot of good news in the Czech-Danish relations. This year the number of Danish investors in the Czech Republic has grown up to ninety and I am delighted that Orifarm, which has recently accounted for the most notable increase in the Czech export to Denmark, has become a sponsor for today’s reception. Orifarm’s CEO Hans Bøgh-Sørensen and his wife are with us and I wish to thank them both. The Czech Embassy will continue supporting your further business activities and good will in our country.
The Czech Republic is currently one of the fastest growing economies in Europe. Its trade figures with Denmark keep increasing and I am pleased that next to Škoda Auto (with the new Superb now) and Škoda power turbines, more and more Czech companies are visible in Denmark and are competing in Danish tenders. This year, after its success in Paris and London, we saw the Czech company Sipral establish itself in Denmark, as it won the tender with its innovative façade technology for the waste burning plant in Amager, prepared by the BIG architects, which will have a ski slope on its roof. I hope that Sipral will be a model for other Czech companies that wish to succeed in doing their business in Denmark and establish their offices here. 

We are remembering the foundation of our sovereign democratic statehood in 1918 and I wish to emphasize that our values and foreign policy today stem from this tradition of the First Republic. We focus on the best possible relations with our neighbours (the Czech Republic is currently presiding the Visegrad group) and we prioritize our active engagement in NATO. We accentuate compliance with the international law and given rules and in the European Union, we advocate consensual decisions, based on the free will and dialogue between the member states. Our immigration experts, as well as police, are helping to alleviate the migration pressure along the Southern EU external border. We are helping in Ukraine and we are financially backing the EU efforts in the states neighbouring Syria. Our doctors participate in the MEDEVAC programme in Jordan and the Czech Republic is one of the biggest donors for the refugee camp in Zaatari. In addition to that, the Czech embassy in Damaskus continues to have the protecting power responsibility for the United States.
Before you will enjoy the talent of the Czech cheff from Grand Hotel Pupp in Carlsbad I will ask the Czech-Danish Duo Modus to perform the Czech and Danish national anthems and then Humoresque by Antonín Dvořák. Let me propose a toast to the good relations between our countries, to the good health of Her Majesty and the Royal family and to the prosperity of the Kingdom of Denmark.
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