Dear colleagues,

On behalf of the Czech delegation I would like to express my opinion on the topic of migration.

We are facing an unprecedented migration crisis in Europe, which could change our continent for ever. According to the UN Refugee Agency about 400 000 migrants have flooded into Europe in the year 2015.  The largest share of them, around 300,000,  have crossed the Aegean Sea to Greek islands off the coast of Turkey.

In majority, these migrants are not arriving from a war zone.  These people are coming to Europe from Turkey, which offered them safe haven irrespective of their race, creed, culture or language.  From an international inspection visit to these refugee camps we know that Turkish authorities are doing a great job and their attitude towards migrants, refugees, asylum seekers and people under temporary protection is excellent.  

Personally, I would like to praise Turkey for its extraordinary performance in tackling the migration issue. But we should help Turkey and other Syria´s neighbours hosting Syrian refugees with extra funds to be able to handle the current migration crisis.

 At the same time I would like to say that I fully understand the problems of countries like Greece, Italy, Cyprus and also Hungary and others, because they are the first countries accepting the biggest wave of migrants. 

In this respect I am pleased to inform you that in January 2015 The Czech government approved a program to help refugees in their home regions. It plans to earmark up to 4 million euros annually within the program. 

However, we must clearly distinguish two categories of immigrants: refugees flying from war conflicts and economical migrants. And majority of these migrants are mostly not arriving from a war zone, they are not coming to Europe to find safe haven but to have a better life, for example in Germany.  That means that main part of these migrants should be handled as economical migrants.

In the situation of the grave migration crisis, Europe should stand together and find common solutions for this crisis.

We should focus particularly on the following aspects:

· We need to secure the fulfillment of legal obligations by all Member States concerning full and rigorous implementation of the current asylum rights. 

· We must strengthen the fight against organized crime and trafficking.  The Member States must take a robust action against organizers of irregular migration profiting from human tragedy. 

· We must set up an intensified cooperation on the issue of irregular migration with the international community, with the United Nations, African Union and the Arab League.

· We should do our best to solve the situation in Libya, Syria and the Middle East. The OSCE and its Member States should strengthen their diplomatic activities and negotiating efforts to reach stabilization, recovery and reconstruction in these countries. These efforts should aim at involving all relevant global players, including the United States of America and the Russian Federation.

· The OSCE and its Member States should increase their development assistance to countries of origin and of transit. Especially, we should provide extra funds to countries hosting refugees in the region.

· We should consider establishing and financing refugee camps or reception centers for migrants in North Africa and the Middle East.

Finally, I would like to say that most of these people are the victims of trafficking and are misinformed. And I see this as a huge problem because Europe cannot accept everybody who wants to live a better life. We will help those who need it but we must give a clear signal to economical migrants that Europe has a limited capacity and that there are other destinations where to live a good life. As politicians we are responsible to our citizens, to European citizens and to asylum seekers as well. We can offer them only as many placements as we are able to integrate and to secure good life for them in our societies.  
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