
Annex: Work Plan

During their meeting in Slavkov u Brna (Austerlitz) on 29 January 2015, the Heads of Government of the Czech Republic, the Republic of Austria and the Slovak Republic - Prime Minister Bohuslav Sobotka, Federal Chancellor Werner Faymann, and Prime Minister Robert Fico - discussed proposals for trilateral co-operation for 2015 and agreed on the strengthening of common activities in the following areas and tasked the respective ministers of their governments to: 

  1.
Transport 

· Improve the co-ordination of the planning and building of the main cross-border infrastructure linking their three countries, as well as of the cross-border infrastructure linking their countries with their other neighbours; 

· Support the improvement of railway connections by creating the necessary conditions for increased travelling speed and efficiency of train connections;

· Establish a high-level working group to strengthen the efforts in improving the transport infrastructure in line with the current TEN-T Guidelines.

2.
Youth employment - dual education
· Share the good practices promoting youth employment and job security for those people entering the workforce, including activities carried out in the framework of the European Youth Initiative and while building on the experience of Czech, Austrian and Slovak companies. Financial support may come from European programmes;

· Explore the opportunities for sharing and transferring of the relevant elements of the dual education system implemented in all three countries.

3.
Energy infrastructure and energy security
· Seek opportunities for co-operation in the area of gas market integration (infrastructure, market and regulatory rules) with the aim of securing safe and undisrupted natural gas supplies as a complement to the existing activities of the V4 countries;

· Explore the potential for co-operation aimed at reaching higher energy efficiency.

4.
 Cross Border Cooperation
· Promote Cross Border Co-operation and explore opportunities to expand the current bilateral Cross Border Co-operation into a trilateral  one  based on the existing co-operation formats, notably in the area of small scale projects.  

5.
Social dimension of European integration 
· Define and promote long-term common interests in the social dimension of the EU policies;

· Further strengthen capacities of labour markets, particularly in addressing social imbalances, dealing with unemployment and improving service for dependent persons;

· Strengthen the co-operation of administrative authorities in order to ensure the protection of worker´s rights and conditions for employment.  

6.
The Western Balkans and Eastern Partnership 

· Develop further ties with the Western Balkans countries in order to strengthen their co-operation with the European Union;

· Hold discussions on the EU enlargement process;

· Hold discussions on how to develop the Eastern Partnership project and to support comprehensive modernization and prosperity in the Eastern Partnership countries based on democracy, the rule of law and respect for human rights.

The Prime Ministers expect to be informed by their respective relevant ministers about progress made in these identified areas of co-operation.


