Press release

THE HANS CHRISTIAN ANDERSEN AWARD 2013
GOES TO:

Actor Christian Steffensen, Denmark for his well-informed and artistic way of communicating Hans Christian Andersen.
Composer David Lang, USA for the composition The Little Match Girl Passion (2007)

Mirka Cápová and Hana Hanácková, Czech Republic (from children’s section at the BBB library in Uherske Hradiste) for having arranged Night with Andersen - since 2000.
The honorary awards will be presented on the 2nd of April at 3 p.m. at Teaterhuset, Filosofgangen 19, 5000 Odense. 
Performance by The Royal Ballet School of Odense - Mr. Jesper Buhl, The Funen Opera – Actor Christian Steffensen – The San Francisco lyric Opera with extracts from The Little Match Girl Passion – and The Hans Christian Andersen Parade.
Presenter: Mr. Kurt Dreyer, The Odense Theatre.

Christian Steffensen, Denmark

No other Danish artist has ever worked with such a wide Andersen-repertoire as has Christian Steffensen. Being an actor from The Odense  Theatre, one might expect Andersen’s fairy tales to be on Steffensen’s  programme, but Steffensen went further than that. Apart from fairy tales he also worked with Andersen’s poems, diaries, biographies, letters and, being a theatre-person himself – as was Andersen – Steffensen also worked with the poet’s desire for the stage.
Through more than 30 years, Christian Steffensen’s interpretation of Hans Christian Andersen has been carried by a true understanding of Andersen’s universe. Steffensen’s thoroughly and professionally prepared interpretations have impressed thousands in Denmark as well as abroad. Thanks to Christian Steffensen’s work many people have over the years discovered and experienced new sides of Hans Christian Andersen’s great poetic universe.
David Lang, USA

The Hans Christian Andersen Award 2013 is only one out of many awards and prizes given to composer, David Lang himself, and to the work; The Little Match Girl Passion. The work was commissioned by Carnegie Hall in New York, and played for the first time in the fall of 2007. A few months later the work was awarded with the famous Pulitzer Prize. Also the CD-version of the work - recorded by Theatre of Voices – was awarded with a Grammy in 2010.
For many years only few works have been so successful in the USA and in Europe as is the case with The Little Match Girl Passion. The work has been performed more than 50 times, both in the original version as well as in David Lang’s own version with a chorus. Furthermore, a stage version has been shown in several places, such as will be the case at The Funen Opera on April 5.

Among David Lang’s many distinctions should be mentioned: Composer of the Year, chosen by “Musical America” – USA’s most read magazine for classical music.  – Composer of the house in Carnegie Hall 2013-2014. – Professor of Musical Composition at Yale University. 

Inspired by Hans Christian Andersen’s story and Johann Sebastian Bach’s great passions, David Lang has through The Little Match Girl Passion  added emotional, unforgettable, and last not least a modern aspects to the story about the girl, who in spite of her tragic fate, sees happiness in life. 
In the hands of music, The Little Match Girl Passion has become one of the most important and most spell-binding interpretations of Hans Christian Andersen.
Mirka Cápová og Hana Hanácková, Czech Republic
In 2000 Mirká Cápová and Hana Hanácková arranged for the first time Night with Andersen at the library in Uherske Hradiste. 20 children spent the night at the library, reading and playing games.

That night was the beginning of what became a tremendous success. Since then Night with Andersen has developed.  In 2002 Night with Andersen was held in 72 different places in libraries, schools etc – and not only in the Czech Republic, also in Slovakia, where more than 1500 children and 500 adults joined the arrangement.

The first true international Night with Andersen was held in 2003, where the event took held at 153 places in the Czech Republic, Slovakia, and Poland - and it continued. – In 2012, 44.067 children and 17.701 adults in the Czech Republic, Slovakia, and Poland enjoyed Nights with Andersen. The participants stayed over night in libraries, schools, hospitals, zoos, cinemas, theatres and in many other places, where they partly read fairy tales themselves, or listened to fairy tales being read aloud by writers, actors, journalists, police officers, and many others.
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